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“WANDERING” 
(Text: Numbers 10:11 – Deuteronomy 34:12) 

 
READ:  Numbers 10:11-13, 33-36. 
 
•  The Israelites took three months to get from Egypt to the wilderness of Sinai and then, spent a year 
camped at the base of the mountain. 
 -  There God taught His people Who He Was and What He Required. 
 
•  He told them there had to be three things in order for Him to have a relationship with His people: 
 1. A Set of Standards (The Ten Commandments) 
 2. A Simple Sanctuary (The Tabernacle) 
 3. A Strategy for Sin (Animal sacrifices) 
 
•  He gave them specific instructions for building the Tabernacle, and established the various offerings 
that would be required to deal with sin (5) and the annual feasts they were to observe (7). 
 -  God’s desire was to have a people who would be uniquely His. 
 -  A holy nation who would know, worship and serve the one true, living God. 
 
Leviticus 11:45, “I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, 
because I am holy.” 
 
•  After a year in the area around Mt. Sinai, God was ready to take them to the Promised Land.  The 
Land of Canaan.  The Land “flowing with milk and honey.”  The Land of Promise. 
 -  Numbers 2:1-34.  God arranged the people into 12 Tribes. 
  •  Each tribe named after one of the 12 sons of JACOB, who’d been renamed ISRAEL. 
  •  They had giant banners made so everyone could gather under his specific standard. 
 -  Numbers 10:14-28.  They set out with the tribe of JUDAH (“praise”) going first. 
  •  All 12 tribes left for the Promised Land. 
 
Deuteronomy 1:2. “It takes eleven days to go from Horeb (Mt. Sinai) to Kadesh Barnea by the Mount 
Seir road.” 
 -  They are on a “road trip” to the “land flowing with milk and honey.” 
 
•  But something happened along the way and what should have been a simple 11-day trip turned into a 
40-year nightmare. 
 
ILL.  If you’ve ever seen the movie VACATION, where Chevy Chase played Clark Griswold and 
took his family on a cross country trip out to California to let his kids see Wally World, you know how 
a road trip can go south in a hurry. 
 •  The Israelites road trip to the Promised Land went south almost immediately. 
 
(1) THEY COMPLAINED ABOUT THEIR HARDSHIPS (Numbers 11:1) 
 -  They’d barely begun this trip and the complaining began. 
 -  “It’s too hot.”  “It’s too windy.”  “Why do we have to walk?”  “My basket’s too heavy!” 
 -  “Why do we have to sleep out under the stars?”  “The animals stink!” 
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Numbers 11:1a, “Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and 
when he heard them his anger was aroused.” 
 -  Apparently, God doesn’t like complaining, whining, griping people. 
 
Philippians 2:14-15, “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become 
blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you 
shine like stars in the universe.” 
 
WHY IS COMPLAINING WRONG? 
1. It’s an expression of pride. 
 -  We think we deserve better.  We’re not being treated right.  Don’t they know who we are? 
 Proverbs 3:34, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” 
2. It’s a sign of unbelief, a lack of faith, and a lack of trust. 
 Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
 all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 
3. It’s an indication of ingratitude toward God. 
 Hebrews 12:28, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
 thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe . . .” 
  
•  Do you recognize the UPPER STORY here? God’s trying to bring the Israelites to the Promised 
Land.  A land that is better than anything they could’ve ever dreamed of, and yet, they’re complaining 
about the trip to get there. 
 - The LOWER STORY may not be fun.  It may not look like much.  But remember:  God is 
 writing the UPPER STORY and it always turns out for our good and His glory. 
 
COMPLAINING IS ALSO WRONG BECAUSE . . . 
4. It spreads discontent and a negative attitude to others. 
 Proverbs 22:10, “Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended.” 
 Proverbs 26:20, “Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down.” 
 -  We may not mean for it to happen, but it does.  Our negative opinion affects others.  Negatively. 
  •  There’s nothing positive that comes from people being negative. 
 
•  Complaining is the polar opposite of praise. 
 -  We should do our complaining to God in private, in prayer. 
 -  And do our praising for everyone else to hear. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Be joyful always; pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 -  “But I’m concerned about this situation, this circumstance, this person, this issue . . . ” 
 

Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
•  Make the choice to rejoice and refrain from complaining. 
 
 -  It doesn’t do anything positive for anyone and will arouse the anger of God. 
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Numbers 11:1b.  Did you notice what God did? 
 “Then fire from the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.” 
 
•  No one got hurt but the heat of the flames and the smell of smoke had to get their attention. 
 -  It was a clear signal that God wanted His people to behave. 
 
•  The journey would be much more enjoyable for all of us if we’d just learn to trust God. 
 
The fire got their attention, but not for long. 
(2) THEY COMPLAINED ABOUT THE FOOD (Numbers 11:4-10) 
 -  The NIV says, “the rabble.”  The MESSAGE calls them “the riffraff.”  ‘ 
  •  The instigators.  The troublemakers began to stir up the people. 
 -  Vs. 10.  “Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent.” 
  •  This tells us it probably happened at the end of the day as they were settling into their tents  
  for the night. 
  
•  Ever notice how when things settle down there’s always someone trying to stir something up. 
 -  And notice how infectious this negativity is.  “Every family was wailing.” 
 
Verse 10b.  “The Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled.” 
 
•  God had provided manna for every Israelite and their family, every day, in abundance. 
 -  No one ever went hungry and you can be sure it was healthy. 
 -  Yet the people complained because they had no meat and wanted to go back to Egypt. 
 
Numbers 11:18-20.  “The Lord heard you when you said we want meat and we wish we were still back 
in Egypt.” 
 -  The Lord said He would miraculously provide so much meat (quail) that the people would get 
 sick of it. 
 
•  God also struck the rabble, the riffraff, the troublemakers who initiated the discontent of God’s 
people, with a severe plague.  The Bible says: “while the meat was still between their teeth,” those who 
had craved other food died and were buried there in the desert. 
 
(3) THEY COMPLAINED ABOUT THEIR LEADER (Number 12:1-16)  
 -  “We want a new Pastor!  We want a new Life Group Leader!  We want a new Teacher!” 
 -  People complaining about leaders is nothing new. 
  •  There will always be some who want someone else to lead.  (Usually themselves.) 
 
ILL.  I saw a cartoon with a picture of a church parking lot jammed with cars.  One fellow said to 
the other: “If I was pastor of this church I’d fix this parking problem.” 
 The other fellow answered, “If you were pastor of this church there wouldn’t be a parking 
 problem.” 
 
•  Complaining about leadership isn’t a minor thing.  These people tried to usurp Moses’ spiritual 
leadership role with the people. 
 -  And the Bible says, “The anger of the Lord burned against them, and He left them.”  (vs. 9) 
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Who was complaining about Moses’ leadership?  MIRIAM and AARON. 
 -  Okay.  Who’s that?  His older brother and older sister. 
 
•  It’s pretty sad when the insurrection begins in your own family. 
 -  King David was ambushed by his own son, ABSALOM, who tried to take the kingdom and 
 David had to flee for his life. 
 
Verse 3 tells us that Moses was “a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the 
earth.” 
 -  He didn’t defend himself against the accusations that he was married to the wrong woman and 
 that he wasn’t the only one God had spoken through. 
 
Romans 12:19, “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.” 
 -  MIRIAM instantly turned leprous like snow. 
 -  AARON saw it and asked for Moses’ forgiveness.  “What we did was foolish.” (vs. 11) 
  •  And he pleaded with Moses not to leave her like that.  (He recognized Moses’ leadership.) 
 
•  Moses cried out to the Lord and God said, “Alright, but have her in solitary confinement for 7 days 
outside the camp and then she can come back.” 
 -  All the people saw how seriously God took it when people complain against His leaders. 
 
(4) THEY COMPLAINED AGAINST GOD (Numbers 14:1-45) 
 -  God brought them to the edge of the Promised Land and told Moses to send in 12 men to 
 explore the land and see what it was like. 
 -  They were in the land for 40 days and when they came back, 10 of the men gave a negative 
 report to the people.   Only CALEB and JOSHUA came back with a positive report. 
 -  Verses  1-2.  That night all the people raised their voices and wept. 
  •  They started saying all kinds of crazy things: 
   -  “We wish we had died in Egypt or in this desert!”  (We’d rather be dead than obey God.)   
   -  “Why is the Lord bringing us to this land?  So we can be killed?” 
   -  “Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.” 
   -  “It would be better for us to go back to Egypt.” 
   -  “We need to choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” (Only a fool would do that.) 
 
Verse 29.  God’s response.  “In this desert your bodies will fall – every one of you twenty years old or 
more who was counted in the census and WHO HAS GRUMBLED AGAINST ME.” 
 -  God cursed them to wander in the desert for 40 years.  (One year for every day.)  
 
Verse 37.  God struck down the men who had brought the negative report and they died of a plague. 
 
Numbers 21:4.  Later on as they were wandering around in the wilderness, they became impatient with 
God and once again spoke against God and Moses.  
 -  They were complaining about no water, no bread, and complained about what God was 
 providing for them. 
  •  So God sent venomous snakes among them and many Israelites died. 
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One final footnote:  Even though God had punished them and told them they wouldn’t be able to go 
into the Promised Land, He still expected them to live a holy life. 
 
 -  In Numbers 25:1-3.  The Israelite men indulged in sexual immorality with the Moabite women 
 who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. 
 
Numbers 25:3.  “So Israel joined in worshiping the Baal of Peor.  And the Lord’s anger burned against 
them.” 
 -  Those first four words are stunning: “So Israel joined in . . .” 
 
•  God hasn’t called us to “JOIN IN.”  He’s called us to “COME OUT AND BE SEPARATE.”   
 (2 Corinthians 6:17). 
 
Verse 9.  God sent a plague and 24,000 Israelites were killed. 
 -  God takes this whole matter of holiness very seriously. 
 
•  The book of Numbers closes with a new generation of Israelites ready to go in and take possession of 
the land. 
 -  Before they do, Moses delivers the content of Deuteronomy essentially in three sermons to 
 prepare the people to cross over into the Promised Land. 
  •  Not bad for a guy who said he couldn’t speak. 
 
•  Moses was 120 years old now and at the end of his life, He issues a challenge to the people. 
 
Read:  Deuteronomy 30:19-20 and 31:7-8. 
 
•  You may not understand what’s going on in your life today.  (Feel like you’re going in circles?) 
 
 -  Whatever you do, don’t complain.  Trust God.  Follow whatever He says to do. 
 
Because He’s writing an incredible next chapter in His UPPER STORY just for you! 


