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“NEW COMMANDS & A NEW COVENANT” 
(Text: Exodus 19:1-Leviticus 27:34) 

 
READ:  Exodus 19:1-8 
 
•  Last time we saw the Israelites they were fleeing for their lives across dry ground in the middle of the 
RED SEA, with the Egyptians hot on their heels. 
 
•  Moses encouraged the people in Exodus 14:13, “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.”  
 -  That’s exactly what happened. 
 
•  Now, it’s three months later and God says, (vs. 4-6)“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, 
and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you obey me fully and keep 
my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is 
mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 
  
•  One of the recurring themes of THE STORY is God’s relentless pursuit of mankind, wanting to have a 
relationship with us. 
 -  It began with ADAM and EVE in the garden.   
 -  It continued with NOAH and his family. 
 -  Then, ABRAHAM and SARAH as God desired to build a whole nation who would be in 
 relationship with Him. 
  •  That nation was the nation of ISRAEL. 
 
CHAPTER FIVE in THE STORY is a huge transitional point in the Scripture. 
 -  God’s no longer going to interact only with certain individuals or just a few people. 
 -  He wants to have a relationship with all of His people, like He did with Adam and Eve in the 
 Garden of Eden. 
 
•  “But for me to do this,” God says, “there are three things that need to be worked out.” 
 
First of all, there will need to be: 
(1) A SET OF STANDARDS 
 -   God has kept the promise He made to Abraham.   
 
Genesis 15:13-14, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, 
and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as 
slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.” 
 -  That’s exactly what happened. 
 -  Now, there are 2 ½ -3 million Israelites, free from Egyptian bondage, gathered at the base of 
 Mount Sinai. 
  •  They’re ready to become a great nation and God has great plans for them. 
 
•  But God says, “If this is going to work, there’s going to have to be a set of standards, guidelines for 
how people interact with one another and with Me.” 
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•  In God’s community, in this new nation, things were going to be different than the world. 
 -  People would love, honor and worship God and treat one another with dignity, love and respect. 
 
•  We know these standards/guidelines as THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (Exodus 20:1-17). 
 - The first FOUR teach us to value our relationship with God. 
 - The next SIX teach us to value our relationships with one another. 
 
1. You shall have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:3). 
 -  They’d just come out of 400 years of bondage in Egypt where there were tons of false gods. 
 -  Isaiah 46:9, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.” 
 
•  The utter holiness of God was impressed on the people in tangible ways. 
 -  They were not to touch the mountain.  They were to wash their clothes. 
 -  They were to show deep reverence for three days before receiving God’s laws. 
 -  There was thunder and lightning, a thick cloud over the mountain, and a deafening trumpet blast. 
 
•  All this was done to impress on the people that God is holy, separate and wasn’t to be treated casually 
or flippantly. 
 -  He loves you and He’s your best friend, but He’s not your buddy.  He’s God. 
  •  He deserves your deepest respect and devotion. 
  •  He alone is God and is to be worshipped as such. 
 
2. You shall not make an idol to worship (Exodus 20:4-6) 
 -  You can’t capture the greatness of God in anything ordinary in this world. 
 -  The Israelites had seen rampant idolatry in Egypt.  There was a god for everything. 
  •  The ten plagues were direct assaults on their fraudulent, wannabe gods. 
 
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God (Exodus 20:7) 
 -  The word means to “profane” His name, to consider it common or use it in an irreverent manner. 
 -  How could you do that?  Unkept oaths, irreverent references (like Oh, my God!), vulgar speech. 
 -  We are to zealously and jealousy revere God’s name. 
 
4. You shall remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy (Exodus 20:8-11) 
 -  The Sabbath is actually Saturday, the 7th day.  Sabbath means rest. 
  •  It’s a principle God instituted that one in every seven days should be for rest and worship. 
 -  The resurrection of Jesus and the example of the New Testament church moved worship from 
 Saturday (the last day of the week) to Sunday (the first day of the week). 
 -  So the principle of the Sabbath is still in effect today. 
 
5. You shall honor your father and mother (Exodus 20:12). 
 -  First obey, then respect and finally care for your parents – the first commandment with a 
 promise. 
  •  What’s the promise?  You can add years to your life. 
  •  If you don’t honor your parents you’ll add tears to your life. 
 
6. You shall not murder (Exodus 20:13). 
 -  This isn’t a prohibition against serving in the military or defending yourself or your family. 
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•  Rather, it’s a prohibition against premeditated murder. 
 
7. You shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14).  
 -  God’s standard for sexual expression is a monogamous relationship between one man and one 
 woman within the bonds of marriage. 
 -  Any other expression of a sexual relationship violates His will and is sin. 
 
8. You shall not steal (Exodus 20:15). 
 -  If it’s not yours and it hasn’t been given to you, then hands off. 
 -  There’s more than one way to steal.  You can take what someone else owns.  And you can even 
 steal from God by not returning to Him what is rightfully His. 
 
9. You shall not give false testimony about your neighbor (Exodus 20:16). 
 -  Don’t lie about your neighbor.  That would include everyone. 
 -  That includes gossip, slander, stretching the truth, hiding the truth, exaggeration, etc. 
  •  If you tell the truth you don’t need a good memory. 
 -  Jesus was the personification of Truth – “I am the Truth.”  (Satan is the father of all lies.) 
 
10. You shall not covet (Exodus 20:17) 
 -  This commandment is unique because it forbids a state of mind when all the others forbid an
 action. 
 -  Yet, it may be more powerful and influential than the other nine because our actions grow out of 
 our thoughts. 
 -  To covet, might lead you to lie, steal, have an affair or even take a life. 
 
THREE TIMES the people responded: 
“We will do everything the Lord has said.” (Exodus 19:8; 24:3 and 24:7) 
 
•  If we were to try to summarize what happened it might’ve gone something like this . . . 
 
(SHOW CLIP) 
 
“We will do everything the Lord has said.” 
 -  Well, remember the seed of sin that was in Adam and Eve and Noah and Abraham and Sarah? 
 -  It was in the Israelites.  It’s in every one of us. 
 
•  Moses didn’t even make it off the mountain with the tablets of stone inscribed by God and the 
Israelites had already broken the FIRST TWO of the TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
 -  In fact, he had to go up and get another set. 
 
Why would God give us the commandments if He knew we couldn’t keep them? 
•  God didn’t give us the commandments to show us WHAT SIN IS.  He gave us the commandments to 
show us what SINNERS WE ARE and that we need a SAVIOR. 
 -  James 2:10, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
 breaking all of it.” 
   
•  What difference does it make if a window has ten holes in it or just one.  It still needs to be fixed. 
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•  Our response should be, “We will do everything the Lord has said.”   
 -  But remember, the only way we can do that is with His help. 
 
Besides these guidelines God established, God said there also needed to be . . . 
(2) A SIMPLE SANCTUARY (Exodus 25:8) 
 -  God said, “Have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.” 
 -  No place on earth, above or beneath the earth, no place anywhere could ever contain God. 
 -  But God wanted there to be a place where His people could come and worship Him. 
  •  A place different from any other place.  A place that represented Him. 
 -  God gave the design, the dimensions and specific directions on how to build this place. 
 -  It would be a portable, movable, temporary tent where they could meet with Him. 
  •  It would be called The Tabernacle. 
 -  Later on, God would give the design, dimensions and specific directions of how to build a 
 permanent place called The Temple. 
 -  In both the Tabernacle and Temple, even though God was in their midst, they weren’t allowed 
 into His presence – called “the Holy of Holies.” 
 
•  When Jesus died, the curtain that separated the presence of God from the presence of man was ripped 
from top to bottom and Hebrews 4:16 tells us we can now “approach the throne of God with 
confidence.” 
 
One final thing, God said there also needed to be: 
(3) A STRATEGY FOR SIN 
 -  One more thing had to happen before God could dwell with His children. 
  • The gap between His perfect holiness and their flawed selfishness had to be overcome. 
 -  In short, sin had to be dealt with.  God and sin cannot peacefully coexist. 
 -  God devised a way for His people to pay for or atone for their sins:  animal sacrifices. 
  •  We see that with Adam and Eve, when God sacrificed an animal to cover their nakedness. 
  •  We see it in Egypt when the blood of unblemished lambs caused the Death Angel to   
  Passover the Israelites. 
  
•  Many consider the book of Leviticus to be one of the most boring books in the Bible. 
 -  And from a LOWER STORY perspective, it’s not exactly a page-turner. 
 
•  But it’s one of the most important books in the Bible because it lays out what has to happen before 
sinful mankind can be reconciled to God. 
 -  All that was a preview of the price that would ultimately be paid for us to be reconciled to God, 
 when JESUS, the Lamb of God, took away the sins of the whole world. 
 
What’s all this got to do with us? 
•  God wants to have a relationship with YOU.  But three things have to happen: 
 #1 – There has to be some STANDARDS (the Bible). 
 #2 – There has to be a SANCTUARY (1 Cor. 6:19 says. “Your body is the temple of God.”) 
 #3 – There has to be a STRATEGY FOR SIN (JESUS!). 
 
You can sum up THE STORY with these words: “For God so loved the world that He gave His One 
and Only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 


