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“DELIVERANCE” 
(Text: Exodus 1:1-18:27) 

 
•  My cousin James is back in the news:  JAMES CAMERON. 
 -  This week they are re-releasing the movie TITANIC, the highest grossing motion picture of all 
 time. 
 
•  Ironically, the TITANIC sank on April 15, 1912. 
 -  1,514 people died in one of the deadliest peaceful maritime disasters in history. 
 -  This time it will be in 3D. 
    
SHOW CLIP 
 
•   20th Century Fox, James Cameron, and Celine Dion all stand to make a ton of money off the re-
 release of this film. 
 -  But here’s the important point I want to make:  the ship still sinks and 1,514 people died. 
 -  They can’t change the ending.  It’s a fact of history. 
 
• We saw last week, it’s also a fact of history that GOD CHANGES ENDINGS. 
 -  He intervenes in our world and our lives because He loves us. 
 
•  That’s exactly what happens in our STORY today. 
 
READ: Exodus 1:1-13. 
 
Here’s some very important background information: 
1. There’s a new Pharaoh in town that knew nothing about Joseph (Exodus 1:8). 
2. He feared the Israelites because of their sheer size (Exodus 1:9-10). 
 -  He knew nothing about their God. 
3. He made slaves of the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly (Exodus 1:11-14). 
4. God had told Abraham this was coming (Genesis 15:13). 
 “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will 
 be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.” 
5. God promised to deliver His people (Genesis 15:14). 
 “But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great 
 possessions.” 
 
•  When God wants to build a new nation He chooses an elderly, infertile couple: ABRAHAM and 
SARAH. 
•  When God wants to rescue His people from a severe famine, He chooses a 30-yr.-old, former slave, 
ex-con, without a family, from a foreign country, named JOSEPH. 
•  So what’s God going to do now.  Who’s he going to choose to use? 
 
One more thing . . . 
•  This new PHAROAH who knew nothing about Joseph and feared the Israelites, gave the order to 
have all the Hebrew baby boys thrown into the crocodile-infested Nile river (Exodus 1:22). 
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So guess who GOD CHOOSES to use?  One of those Hebrew baby boys. 
 
(1) THE PERSON (Exodus 2:1-25) 
 -  Remember: God always writes His story with an unlikely cast of characters from unlikely 
 places to accomplish impossible outcomes – so He gets all the glory. 
  
Isaiah 55:8, “‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the 
Lord.” 
 
•  If you know the story of MOSES, you know it’s a miracle he even made it to his first birthday. 
 -  Pharaoh had given the order of execution for every Hebrew boy that was born to be thrown into 
 the Nile river. 
 -  MOSES’ mother hides him for 3 months.  But the time comes when she can no longer hide the 
 fact there’s a baby living in her home.  
  •  Probably a primitive structure of mud or straw without any windows and without any way to 
  keep people from hearing the cry of a newborn baby. 
 -  So she makes a papyrus basket with tar and pitch so it’s waterproof. 
  •  And sends her little “love boat” down the river in the direction of Pharaoh’s daughter, who  
  has come down to the Nile, with her attendants, to bathe. 
 
•  Pharaoh’s daughter sees the basket, hears the baby and takes him to her father to ask if she can keep 
him and raise him. 
 -  No doubt Pharaoh thought, “What can one little Hebrew toddler do?  He’s not going to hurt our 
 cause or help theirs.” 
 
Note:  God even arranges it so that Moses’ birth mother gets to nurse him in those early years. 
   
•  So Pharaoh’s daughter raises MOSES as the son of Egyptian royalty with the best of everything 
Egypt had to offer. 
 -  And his own mother teaches him who he really is. 
 
•  When MOSES became an adult, one day he witnessed an Egyptian taskmaster beating one of his own 
people.  So MOSES killed the Egyptian with his bare hands. 
 -  Word got out what MOSES had done and Pharaoh sought to kill him.  So MOSES fled. 
 
•  MOSES went to Midian, living as a shepherd, hiding for the next 40 years. 
 - Instead of having people wait on him hand and foot, he’s now waiting on a bunch of sheep. 
  •  He did just the opposite of JOSEPH.  MOSES went from the palace to the pits. 
   
Remember:  The LOWER STORY may look bad – it may look like you’re going nowhere. 
 -  But God is writing THE STORY and something big is always on the horizon. 
 
(2) THE PLAN (Exodus 3:1-7:13) 
 -  One day MOSES is tending the flock of his father-in-law, JETHRO (who was the priest of 
 Midian.) 
 -  He went to the far side of the desert and came to HOREB, the mountain of God. 
 -  There “the angel of the Lord” appeared to him, in flames of fire from a bush. 
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•  This is a pre-incarnate manifestation of JESUS because vs. 4 says, “When THE LORD saw that he 
had gone over to look, GOD called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses!  Moses!’” 
 
Verses 7-8. “The Lord said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down 
to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and 
spacious land flowing with milk and honey.” 
 
•  MOSES is thinking, “Yay, God!  This is great!  Step in and deliver your people!  Awesome!” 
 -  But then, in vs. 10, God says “MOSES!  I am sending YOU to Pharaoh to bring my people 
 the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
 
MOSES has a few questions: 
1. Are you sure you have the right person?  (vs. 11) 
 “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
2. What if they question my authority to do this? (vs. 13) 
 -  “What if they want to know why they should listen to me, who do I tell them sent me?” 
 -  God said, “Tell them I AM has sent me to you.” 
 - Vs. 15.  “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, the God 
 of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.’” 
 
•  God assures Moses that the elders of Israel will listen to him and that “even the Egyptians will become 
favorably disposed toward you and the Israelites by the time you leave.” (vs. 21) 
 -  In fact, (vs. 22) God tells him, “When you leave the Egyptians will be giving you silver and gold 
 and all kinds of plunder.”   
3. What if they don’t believe me or deny that You told me to do this?  (Exodus 4:1) 
 -  God says, “I will give you three signs to help convince them.” 
 
 #1 Your staff (vs. 2-5) 
  •  He threw it down and it turned into a snake.  He picked it up by the tail and it became a staff. 
 #2 Your hand (vs. 6-8) 
  •  He put his hand inside his cloak and took it out and it was leprous. 
  •  He put it back in and this time, when he brought it out, it was normal. 
 #3 Your demonstration (vs. 9) 
  •  Take some water out of the Nile and pour it on the ground and it will turn to blood. 
 
Moses has a few excuses: 
1. But I’m no good at public speaking (vs. 10). 
 -  The number two FEAR of Americans is DEATH.  Number one is PUBLIC SPEAKING. 
  
Jerry Seinfeld said, “We’re more afraid of being the person giving the eulogy at the funeral than being 
the person in the casket.” 
 
2. Can’t someone else do this?  (vs. 13) 
 -  God answered Moses by saying, “I’m bringing your brother, Aaron, to help you.  But you are 
 still going to be the one I use to deliver my people (vs. 15-17). 
  •  So Moses gets his family and heads back to Egypt. 



Page Four 
 
Moses has a few problems: 
1. After Moses convinced the people he was sent by God to help deliver them Pharaoh makes 
 life even more miserable for them (Exodus 5:1-23) 
 -  Most historians believe the Pharaoh at this time would have been THUTMOSE III. 
  •  He would’ve been Moses’ half brother.  They would’ve grown up together in Egypt. 
  •  Moses is 80 years of age now.  40 years have passed. 
2. Pharaoh says, “No, we’re not going to do that.  In fact, God’s people are now going to make 
 bricks without straw. ”  
 -  “Same production schedule and demands without half the supplies they used to get.” 
 
3. This infuriated the Israelites and they didn’t want to listen to MOSES.  
 -  Because of Pharaoh’s anger he made them work twice as hard as before (Exodus 6:9). 
 
•  The Israelites were furious and frustrated. They thought God had really heard their prayers. 
 -  They thought Moses might be telling them the truth.  They got their hopes up. 
  •  But now all they had was more work! 
 
REMEMBER:  The LOWER STORY may not make sense at all. 
 -  But from God’s UPPER STORY, something BIG is on the horizon. 
 
(3) THE PLAGUES (Exodus 7:14-13:20). 
 -  God sends MOSES and Aaron back to Pharaoh on a series of visits. 
 -  There were TEN PLAGUES God sent against the nation of Egypt. 
 
The plagues had TWO PURPOSES: 
#1 - To show Pharaoh and the Egyptians the folly of their false gods. 
 -  Each of the TEN PLAGUES mocked the supposed power of the false gods of the Egyptians. 
#2 - To motivate Pharaoh and the Egyptians to let God’s people go. 
 
THE TEN PLAGUES WERE: 
(1) BLOOD  (False god: Hapi/Asis, the bull god of the Nile.  Isis, was the god of the Nile) 
 -  The Nile was turned to blood. 
(2) FROGS  (False god: Heqet, goddess of birth, with a frog head.) 
 -  Frogs were everywhere. 
(3) GNATS  (False god: Set, god of the desert) 
 -  Dust became gnats. 
(4) FLIES  (False god: Re, a sun god, Uatchit, possibly represented by the fly.) 
 -  Swarms of flies ruined the land. 
(5) LIVESTOCK  (False god: Hathor, goddess with a cow head.  Apis, the bull god, symbol of 
 fertility.) 
 -  All the livestock died. 
(6) BOILS  (False god: Sekhmet, goddess with power over disease; Sunu, the pestilence god, Isis,  
 goddess of healing.) 
 -  Boils broke out on all men and animals. 
(7) HAIL  (False god: Nut, the sky goddess, Osiris, god of crops and fertility.  Set, god of storms.) 
 -  Lightning and hail came. 
(8) LOCUSTS  (False god: Nut, the sky goddess, Osiris, god of crops and fertility.) 
 -  Locusts devoured all of Egypt. 
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(9)  DARKNESS  (False god: Re, the sun god, Horus, a sun god; Nut, a sky goddess; Hathor, a sky  
 goddess.)  
 -  It became so dark they couldn’t even see their hands in front of their faces. 
(10) DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN  (False god: Min, god of reproduction; Heqet, goddess who  
 attended women at childbirth; Isis, goddess who protected children, and Pharoah’s firstborn son, 
 who was considered a god.) 
 -  Every firstborn son and the firstborn of the cattle were killed by the DEATH ANGEL. 
 
•  If you’re a firstborn male, would you stand right now? 
 -  If this were to happen tonight, I would lose both my son and my grandson. 
 
You think that would get someone’s attention? 
 -  Well, it got Pharaoh’s attention and he let Moses and the 2 ½ – 3 million Israelites go. 
 
•  But that didn’t last long.  In Exodus 14:5, the Bible says Pharaoh and his officials changed their 
minds and said, “What have we done?  We’ve let all our workers go.” 
 -  So they set out in pursuit of the Israelites. 
 
(4) THE PROVISION (Exodus 13:21-17:15) 
 God made a number of miraculous provisions for His people:  
 (a) He gave them a GPS system – His! 
  •  He led them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
 (b) He gave them a leader – MOSES (Exodus 14:1-31) 
  •  Remember the guy who said he couldn’t speak? 
  •  Exodus 14:13, “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will 
  bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.”  
 (c) He put His angel and the cloud between the Egyptians and the Israelites (vs. 19-20). 
  •  So the Egyptians were in total darkness and the Israelites in complete daylight. 
 (d) He parted the Red Sea and allowed the Israelites to cross on dry ground (vs. 21-22) 
 (e) He drew the Egyptians into the dry ground and then drowned them by bringing the  
  waters back together (vs. 23-31) 
 (f) He provided water and food for the Israelites in the desert (Exodus 15:22-17:15) 
  
•  The greatest provision was on the night the DEATH ANGEL came through Egypt. 
 -  God told the Israelites to put the blood of an unblemished lamb over the doorpost of their 
 houses and the blood of the lamb would protect them. 
 
•  That was a preview of God’s greatest provision of all time – the gift of His Son, Who would die on a 
cross, our PASSOVER Lamb without blemish, and His blood saves us. 
 -  1 Corinthians 5:7 says, “For Christ, our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.” 
 
•  The STORY of the Bible is that God loves you incredibly.   
 
•  He sent His Only Son, JESUS CHRIST, to die on a cross, and with His blood sacrifice to deliver you 
from your sins and secure your place in Heaven for all eternity. 
  


