
It was once said that ‘Whoever said money can’t buy happiness simply 

didn’t know where to go shopping’- a sentiment shared by Fran 

Murphy, owner of The White Place in Orange.

In October 2009, the doors of The White Place opened for trading, 

and what started out as a simple idea of offering beautiful and unique, 

predominantly white, homewares, has since evolved into a capacious 

lifestyle store which now offers clothing, jewellery, furniture and gifts, as 

well as those inspirational homewares sourced from around the world. 

“I’d always had an idea that I wanted to source hard-to-find pieces 

and to share my love of design by opening a shop, and it was whilst 

holidaying in Santorini with my family that I really developed a clear 

image of how I wanted it to look,” says Fran.

Living in Bathurst, Fran decided on Orange for the store in order to be 

more accessible to surrounding districts, and wanted a space that ‘felt like 

a home.’

A charming, north-facing cottage became available on beautiful Byng 

Street, and after weeks of stripping, painting, pulling up carpets, and 

polishing floorboards, the turn-of-the-century cottage became The 

White Place. 

Fran’s style is, by her own admission, ever evolving, much like the 

shop itself, with Fran spending much of her time thoughtfully displaying 

a fusion of styles throughout the individual rooms. The result literally 

succeeds in providing ‘something for everyone’.

“This is very much reflected in our clientele. Our customers don’t really 

fit any one particular mold,” says Fran, but rather, it would seem, that 

all walks of life, regardless of age, seem to equally delight in wandering 

through the store, sourcing inspiration from many of the unique brands 

stocked in The White Place. 

And when asked where it is that Fran herself draws inspiration, her 

response is considered. 

“From travel, family, and to be honest, the pleasure of finding 

something just that little bit different. I try to visualize how it might look 

in the context of someone’s home.” 

Whilst Fran is abreast of current design and fashion trends, her style 

and that of The White Place could more accurately be described as 

keeping with, rather than being a slave to, the latest fad. She manages to 

represent what is happening in the design world, whilst demonstrating a 

more practical application with the simple addition of a cushion, lamp or 

pop of colour.

“And this season we’re seeing accents of Orange,” says Fran with 

a laugh. 
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Beautiful and inspirational homewares at 
The White Place in Orange.

FUSION OF STYLES The White Place has something 
for everyone, regardless of age or taste.

“THE WHITE PLACE COULD MORE ACCURATELY 
BE DESCRIBED AS KEEPING WITH, RATHER THAN 

BEING A SLAVE TO, THE LATEST FAD” 
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