
 



Llandudno is North Wales’ biggest seaside resort.  Developed in 
the 19th century by the Mostyn family, it remains a beautifully   
preserved example of Victorian architecture and town planning. 
 
But Llandudno’s history stretches far beyond the Victorian era, 
back to the Bronze Age, when the Great Orme promontory was 
the epicentre of the copper trade in Europe. Since then, the town 
and the settlement that came before it has witnessed a parade of 
characters ranging from Dark Age monks to escaped German    
prisoners of war. 
 
Here is a selection of interesting snippets about the town.  They 
are just for fun and probably some local myths and legends have 
crept in, but we hope you enjoy them. 

&
North Shore 

Autumn 2012 

A view over Llandudno, 
taken from the top of the 

Little Orme. In the 
distance are Puffin Island 

and Anglesey 



Llandudno was originally going to be named Port Wrexham. In the 
1850s, the St George's Harbour & Railway Company planned to   
develop the area as an export base for Denbighshire coal. Port 
Wrexham was earmarked as a suitable name for the emerging 
town, until it was instead developed as a holiday resort.  
 
The main part of the resort was created in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century.  Its development was steered by landowners 
Mostyn Estates, who leased plots of land for development and 
guided the design of the buildings. 

The name 'Llandudno' is based on the name of Saint Tudno.  
Tudno was a 6th century monk who established an oratory on the 
Great Orme, in the location where the 12th century parish church 
of St Tudno stands today. 

Llandudno at 
dawn, just after a 
heavy snowfall in 
December 2010 
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The tram opened in 1902.  It was developed by local businesses 
as an easy and convenient way for holidaymakers to reach the 
top of the Great Orme.  After its installation, even visitors          
enveloped in heavy Edwardian clothing were able to reach the top 
to enjoy the spectacular views. 

The Great Orme tram fatally crashed in 1932 at the height of the 
holiday season. A drawbar snapped in two and the tram, which 
was on the lower stretch of the tramway, crashed into a wall on 
Old Road. The driver, Edward Harris, and 12-year-old Margaret     
Worthington were both fatally injured.  
 
Thankfully, subsequent incidents have only been minor bumps, so 
you may like to know that you can catch the tram from the Tram 
Station on Church Walks (look for the large sign painted on the 
roof).  
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The oldest part of Llandudno Pier is the section which stretches 
out to sea from the fishing tackle shop, which was the pier's toll 
house. It was opened on 1st August 1877 and cost £30,000 to 
build.  The Pier was extended past the Grand Hotel to the   
promenade in 1884.   
 
The Pier’s total length is 2,295 feet, making it the fifth longest pier 
in Britain and the longest in Wales.  It originally included a concert 
hall at the end of the Pier, where the amusement arcade is now 
located, and a landing stage for sailings to the Isle of Man and 
Liverpool. 
 
Lancashire-based company Six Piers Ltd currently owns and       
operates the Pier.  

Llandudno Pier after seven inches of snow in December 2010 
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One of the most famous caves on the Great Orme is the man-
made Llech or Hiding Cave, which was constructed over 400 
years ago in a natural fissure. The cave is hexagonal and made 
from carefully-dressed blocks of limestone from Talacre, further 
down the coast. A stone bench runs around the interior wall, and 
in the centre is a stone pedestal that once held a table.  
 
The cave's purpose is a mystery, apart from a clue in 'Cywydd i'r 
Llech yn Llandudno’, a poem from the 17th century.  The poet,  
Sion Dafydd Las, described the cave and also added, "in a cave 
beneath the work a kitchen and wine cellar lie", suggesting that 
part of the structure is now buried. He also said it was "repaired 
with skill and taste for Mostyn's Heir, a man of wit", a reference to 
the Mostyn Family who controlled much of North Wales.  
 
The cave was visited by Charles Darwin in 1824 and is the      
subject of a segment on series two of the BBC's Coast.   

We think that this 
cleft, close to the 

Rest & Be 
Thankful café, 
may be the 

location where the 
Hiding Cave is 

tucked away below 
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Llandudno was originally to have a second pier, located close to 
where Venue Cymru, the present theatre and conference centre, 
now stands.  
 
The first theatre in that location, the Victoria Palace, was opened 
in 1894. In the original plans by the Victoria Palace Company, the 
theatre was to have been accompanied by a pier, which would 
have been named Victoria Pier. However, inertia and wrangling 
meant that work on the pier was never commenced, and the    
Victoria Palace Company dissolved in 1913. 

The remains of a small pier can be seen at low tide off Old Beach, 
close to where the current pier is located.  This was St George’s 
Jetty, which was built in 1857 but destroyed by a storm two years 
later. 

Llandudno promenade at sunrise, looking past the hotels and Venue 
Cymru to the Little Orme 
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On the night of 13 August 1915, two German submarines, U-27 
and U-38, lurked in the waters off the Great Orme. Their mission 
was to rescue three officers who had escaped from a prisoner of 
war camp at Dyffryn Aled, Llansannan.  
 
After waiting through the night at the rendezvous, the commander 
of the U-38 submarine released the U-27, which sailed away.      
U-38 kept a vigil for two more nights, as planned, then set sail      
believing the officers had failed to get out of the camp. However, 
the prisoners had escaped from the camp and discovered after 
the war that they had been waiting in the wrong cove. 
 
After a three-day wait, the cold and hungry prisoners walked into 
Llandudno.  Shortly before 9.00am on 16 August, Hermann 
Tholens entered the barber and tobacconist shop of W.S Herbert 
at 26 Mostyn Street and asked for a packet of cigarettes. By then 
there was a general alert throughout the area. Herbert,            
suspicious about Tholens’ accent, spoke in Welsh to another   
customer and asked him to follow the stranger until he met a     

Continued over the page 

A view of Mostyn Street with the 
Great Orme in the background. 
No.26, where Hermann Tholens 

was first spotted, is now occupied 
by Pandora 
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soldier or a policeman.  Continuing up the road, Tholens next 
called at the Cocoa House at 66 Mostyn Street, and ordered    
coffee and cake. Police Constable Morris Williams had by now 
been alerted and kept observation from across the road.  He then 
followed Tholens into the Tudno Hotel (now The Townhouse pub) 
at number 64, where he challenged and arrested him. Tholens 
was taken to the old Police Station in Court Street, at the rear of 
Osborne House. 
 
Tholens' two fellow officers, Wolff-Dietrich Baron von Helldorff and 
Heinig von Hennig, remained at liberty until 11.00pm, when they 
were spotted near the Pier gates by taxi driver Alfred Davies. His 
suspicions were aroused by the strangers, so he approached 
them and asked if they wanted a cab. After the two officers took 
their seats and asked for the railway station, he drove them the 
short distance to Bryn Elli, in Gloddaeth Street, then serving as          
headquarters of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. They were taken     
before the Brigade Major, and from there to the Royal Hotel in 
Church Walks. Unlike Tholens, who was languishing in an old  
police cell, the other two officers had been  arrested under military 
jurisdiction, and were given a level of food and accommodation 
considered appropriate for officers. 

This information is 
based on a fascinating 

book on the town: 
'Llandudno: Queen of 

Welsh Resorts' by Ivor 
Wynne Jones 

(Landmark Publishing). 
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There are the remains of over thirty shipwrecks in Llandudno Bay. 
One of the oldest known wrecks around Llandudno is the      
Phoenix, a warship wrecked in 1641 off the Great Orme.   
 
A wreck which came agonisingly close to its destination is the 
Jane Tudor, a large ship on its maiden voyage from the US state 
of Baltimore.  The vessel had crossed the Atlantic and was nearly 
at its final destination, Liverpool, when it foundered close to the 
Great Orme in 1847.  The ship gained a new lease of life,        
however, when it was purchased by a Conwy merchant, repaired, 
and used to carry timber across the Atlantic. 

Llandudno’s Great Orme promontory has been a hazard for      
sailors for centuries. Legends say that the name ‘Orme’ derives 
from ‘Heva Horma’, a reference by the Vikings to the promontory’s     
serpent-like shape. 

The head of the 
treacherous Great 
Orme, which has 
been likened to a 

serpent or crocodile 
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In the Bronze Age, Llandudno was a major centre for copper     
mining, with the largest copper mine in Europe located on the 
Great Orme. The Orme contains six kilometres of tunnels, some 
of which are nearly 4,000 years old. Certain tunnels are so small 
that only children could have dug them. 
 
The mines were forgotten for years and only uncovered in 1987 
when the authorities planned to landscape the area.  Even today, 
much of the mine has still to be excavated. 

Touring the mines is a fascinating experience. Atmospherically lit 
tunnels and caverns depict the awe-inspiring work carried out by 
our ancestors, with little more than stone tools. 

A welcome glimpse of 
daylight on the narrow 
path out of the mines 
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The goats that can be seen scattered around the Great Orme are 
wild Kashmir goats. They were introduced to the Orme in the 19th 
century by Lord Mostyn. He established them when Queen      
Victoria was given a pair as a gift, which made the goats instantly 
fashionable among the aristocracy. 
 
Although feral, the herd of around 180 goats is managed by 
Conwy Council. It can be hard to spot the goats in the peak     
holiday season as they tend to make themselves scarce, but 
some the best places to see them are around the Invalid's Walk 
and Marine Drive. They can also be seen quite often on the     
section of cliff that looks down onto Upper Mostyn Street. 

A wild goat poses for 
the camera on the 

Orme, just above St 
David’s Hospice 
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We hope you enjoyed this guide.  If you’d like to know more about 
the town, take a look at these other sources of information. 
 

Our blog, Llandudno Daily Pictures, provides a daily glimpse of 
the town. 
 
The Llandudno page on Facebook is an opportunity to interact 
with residents, holidaymakers and anyone else who loves       
Llandudno. 
 
Our round-up of places to eat and drink in Llandudno includes the 
latest special offers in the town’s restaurants and cafes. 

 
The North Wales Weekly News website has a section bringing 
together all the latest news of Llandudno and Conwy. 

Listed below is a selection of good books on Llandudno.  They    
provided us with much of the information included in this ebook. 
 

Llandudno Through Time: Christopher Draper & John Lawson- 
Reay;  2010 

Llandudno Before the Hotels; Christopher Draper; 2007 

Piers of Wales; Martin Easdown & Darlah Thomas; 2010 

Llandudno: A History & Celebration; Derek Roberts; 2004 

The Great Orme Tramway; Keith Turner; 2003 

Llandudno: Queen of Welsh Resorts; Ivor Wynne Jones; 2008 

Shipwrecks of North Wales; Ivor Wynne Jones; 1973 

http://llandudnopictures.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Llandudno/118059572205
http://www.squidoo.com/5-best-places-to-eat-drink-in-llandudno
http://www.northwalesweeklynews.co.uk/conwy-county-news/local-conwy-news/
http://www.northshoreonline.net


North Shore is a family-run business which sells pictures of North 
Wales and Northern England, online and from our shop on        
Llandudno Pier.  Our photographer, Geoff Steen, creates             
atmospheric, subtle images which reflect the natural beauty of the 
local landscape. 
 
See Geoff’s pictures on our website: North Shore.  His portfolio    
includes prints of Snowdonia, Anglesey, Manchester, Liverpool 
and the Lake District. 

The North Shore picture 
gallery on Llandudno Pier, 

half a mile out to sea 
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