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Handsets and notebook PCs still account for the bulk of comput-
ing device sales, and will do so for years, but both are the victims 
of commoditization and margin collapse, and the latter is in slow 
decline. That means growth for the firms which have supplied 
most of the chips in these categories must come from new form 
factors, the ‘post-PC’ products which will combine the connec-
tivity of smartphones with the computing and multimedia power 
of PCs and other consumer devices like consoles. 
 
Intel and Qualcomm, as dominant powers in the older segments, 
have the added challenge of ensuring they are not just replacing 
one device type with another, perhaps at lower price points, 
rather than generating additional sales. So while it is vital for 
both to thrive in the post-PC market, in its fluid and unpredict-
able form, to offset the squeeze on their traditional device strong-
holds, they also face the challenge of companies which were not 
significant concerns in PCs or handsets, but may have a renais-
sance in tablets, Chromebooks, hybrids and so on. 
 
AMD’s extremely late entry into mobile processors, while largely 
the result of incompetence, could now be post-justified as waiting 
for the right moment, the market which the company could ad-
dress with a unique solution, not a me-too. For the first time, with 
its new mix-and-match x86/ARM architecture potentially able to 
target any number of emerging form factors, it may be a genuine 
worry to Intel, rather than a useful cushion against accusations of 
x86 monopoly. Similarly, the particular strengths of Nvidia 
(graphics) and Broadcom (connectivity) may have greater impact 
in post-PC devices than they have done in handsets. 
 
So the timing is awkward for the big two, and that’s without the 
added problem of having to compete head-on with one another 
for the first time, both desperate to be the kingpin in larger-
screened mobile computing devices. They will support almost 
any form factor, in the hope it will be the next big thing, and un-
der their control. Sometimes this fails (Qualcomm’s smartbook, 
Intel’s UMPC), sometimes it succeeds, though often because they 
are really just extending an existing platform (Intel’s Ultrabook, 
Qualcomm’s tablet designs). The real deciders in this game will 
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