
Key issues: 

MWC: Round-up of key themes, part 2 – carriers look for new frontiers    2 

MWC: Connected devices take center stage as handsets commoditize     4 

 Mobile device power moves from gadgets to AI engines     5 

 Intel overpays for Basis as chipmakers chase wearables mirage             10 

 Bluetooth and Wi-Fi cross new frontiers to secure IoT position           11 

 

Comment: 

MWC: VoLTE and LTE Broadcast are bricks in a new-look walled garden           14 

Ballmer‘s final mistake – buying Nokia but giving on on Maps             19 

Africa will see intense cellco land-grab this year                21 

Google and Samsung complain to China about Nokia IPR deal             23 

Global and TSMC battle for Apple‘s A7 chip business               25 

Aviat pins recovery hopes on new product category               26 

 

M&A Watch:                       27 

As new rules come into force, US signal booster market consolidates 

 

4G Watch:                       28 

Qualcomm trials ‗world‘s densest‘ small cell trial 

 

Operator Watch:                      29 

Telefonica eliminates innovative Digital division; Tele2 Norway may seek buyer after auc-

tion setback 

 

Devices and Components:                    31 

Chen: BlackBerry turnaround plan has ―50:50 chance‖ 

WIRELESS WATCH 
In-depth analysis of WLan, cellular and broadband wireless markets 

                   Volume 11, issue 43: March 6 2014 

MOBILE WORLD CONGRESS 2014  SPECIAL EDITION—PART TWO 



                                                             Wireless Watch                                                                                                                                       

         2                                                             Copyright Rethink Technology  Research 2014 

In the first of our two special Mobile World Congress issues we identified some key topics, di-

rectly related to the new network, which will shape mobile operator strategies and investment 

for the year ahead. To recap, these were:: 

 

 An accelerated move to virtualization in many parts of the network, although the RAN 

remains elusive for now, except at China Mobile 

 

 Software defined networking, as distinct from NFV (network functions virtualization) re-

mains a moving, and sometimes, distant, target, but the broader convergence of IT and 

network capabilities and skills is critical. Data center and big data providers were promi-

nent as they reach right down into the RAN via technologies like SON and even testing. 

 

 Small cells are finally moving out, for real, into the urban public access environment, and 

this year the focus was not just on enabling technology breakthroughs, but on actual de-

ployments and practical roll-out decisions. 

 

 Backhaul is always a central, if sometimes underplayed, issue, and while last year‟s back-

haul theme was definitely small cell support, this year that had gone further, focusing on 

increased intelligence for the backhaul systems, and their integration into a holistic and 

dynamic view of the whole network. 

 

In this follow-up, we look at a broader set of themes, ones in which MNOs explore how to get 

the biggest returns from their new networks, and how to push their frontiers  into new spectrum, 

new services and new revenues. 

 

The main trends which will enable mobile carriers to expand their business models and maxi-

mize the returns on their network investments are, in our opinion: 

 

 The carriers‟ greatest challenge is to recreate their walled gardens, albeit with invisible 

walls this time, around differentiated services. There are high hopes attached to VoLTE 

and LTE Broadcast to enable these, but operators also need to start behaving more like 

their over-the-top challengers, innovating in digital and network neutral applications and 

tapping into a broader base of programming talent. 

 

 Of course, devices cannot be ignored, but the definition is expanding to wearables, and the 

strategies are being built around new software platforms, and especially the artificial intel-

 Big data and AI engines, not hardware and apps, will drive new device generation 

 IoT will have thousands of variations, but some common platforms are needed 

 Carriers cling to VoLTE and Broadcast to shore up their garden walls 
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