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Ericsson has become the latest vendor to demonstrate ‘5G’ tech-
nologies, and claim precognition for this completely undefined 
platform. It joins Samsung, Huawei and other rivals in claiming 
lightning speeds delivered by complex lab-based combinations of 
new antennas, spectrum and cell types. And these demonstra-
tions are following a well-known path – from being billed as ex-
perimental, R&D initiatives, to being proclaimed as ‘pre-
standard’, something also claimed this week by ZTE. 
 
Like the ‘5G’ term itself, ‘pre-standard’ in this context is largely 
marketing puff, but it is concerning nonetheless because it is mis-
leading. ‘Pre-standard’  has become a respectable label in WiFi 
and other areas, where vendors push out equipment to meet pent
-up demand, based on specifications that have not yet been final-
ized (but are close to it). In the 5G sense, not only has the stan-
dard not yet been set or even formally discussed, it is not clear 
that a single standard will be achievable or necessary. 
 
Who will invest in ‘5G’, and are they the right ones? 
 
Which, in turn, means the 3GPP and its stalwarts may not be the 
drivers of the next wireless generation as they have been of the 
previous ones. The new mobile networks will be addressing very 
different challenges from those of 2G, 3G and 4G, including the 
topologies of the internet of things (IoT), and the real power (and 
profit) is likely to lie higher up the stack, with the software and 
platforms to tie together many different protocols, air interfaces, 
frequency bands and modulation schemes, in a dynamic way. In 
this true heterogeneous network, traditional 3GPP vendors and 
operators will be just one group among many, which begs the 
question – if it is not clear they will dominate the platform, do 
they have sufficient incentive to keep investing in it? 
 
At this week’s Future of Wireless International Conference 
(FWIC), run by Cambridge Wireless in the UK, Google’s head of 
Android business development for Google EMEA, Tim Carter, 
talked from the conference floor about Project Loon. Unlike the 
mobile vendors, and some operators, Carter was not trying to 
present Loon (or Google’s other wireless network projects, such 
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