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4 Natural Hoof Care Transition Cases 
by Jaime Jackson 

Case #1:  28 Yr. old Thoroughbred . . . . . . .  p. 2 - 6 

Case #3:  12 yr. Quarter Horse  . . . . . . . . . .  p. 12- 15 

Case #4:  10 yr. Oldenburg Warmblood  . . .  p. 16– 28 

Case #2:  5 Yr. Quarter Horse . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 7 - 11 
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Case #1:  28 yr. old Thoroughbred — Shoes removed (2007) 

Shoe removed reveals contracted heels, weak walls, and white line infection. The mis-
shaped shoe has flattened and weakened the toe wall of the hoof.  
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Case #1: 28 yr. old Thoroughbred — Shoes removed (2007) 

Forward nailing of the Quarter-Toe junction has gutted the sole-to-wall junction at the white 
line. Pathogens have been free to invade this destabilized zone of the hoof. Removal of 
shoe, NHC (natural hoof care), and changes in diet, will conspire to set this hoof immedi-
ately onto a healing pathway. 



Page 4 
Case #1:  28 yr. old Thoroughbred — after 30 days 

Damage to quarters is still apparent after one month. Toe wall is “rolled”, but does this due 
to weakness of sole-wall junction caused by shoeing. On the bright side, the sole has hard-
ened, heel-buttresses are developing, and frog mass has widened to help mitigate concus-
sional shock. Although bleak in appearance, this is what many hooves must go through that 
have been ravaged by shoeing.  
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Case #1:  28 yr. old Thoroughbred — 6 mo. later (Hind) 

6 months later and this front hoof has transformed. The horse is sound and can be ridden bare-
foot.  
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Case #1:  28 yr. old Thoroughbred — 6 mo. later (Hind) 

6 months later and this hind hoof has transformed too. Note the thick, tough sole, frog, and hoof 
wall. Mild split in toe wall will be grown out in another two months. 
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Case #2:  5 yr. old Quarter Horse — Shoe removed (2007) 

This horse was earmarked for Euthanasia due to disintegrating feet unable to hold a 
shoe. No toe or quarter wall connection when the shoe was removed. 
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Case #2:  5 yr. old Quarter Horse — Shoe removed (2007) 

Due to hoof wall damage, the horse walked as much or more on his sole then the wall. Two 
months would be necessary for new wall growth to descend to ground level and assume its 
weight-bearing responsibilities during support. 
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Case #2:  5 yr. old Quarter Horse — 6 mo. later (front) 

By 6 months, a new and very durable wall had grown in, taking the place of old. 
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Case #2:  5 yr. old Quarter Horse — 6 mo. later (front) 

Black arrow marks the location of a coronet injury from the past. A thin, superficial split runs 
down the outer wall of the Quarter between the arrows, however, there is no sheer force and 
coronary band injuries like this are of no concern. In fact, the barefoot hoof strengthens such 
defects (due to injuries), unlike debilitating “Quarter Cracks” which are caused by unnatural 
trimming methods, shoeing, and unbalanced riding that obstructs the natural gaits. 
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Case #2:  5 yr. old Quarter Horse  — 6 mo. later (front) 

The “toe wall—sole” junction is completely closed and healed. The 
horse is sound and can be ridden barefoot on his picture-perfect, rugged 
hooves.  
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Case #3:  12 yr. old Quarter Horse — shoes just removed (front) in 2007 

This 12 year old Quarter Horse was another victim of shoeing, and could barely walk on his 
own feet. With the entire hoof capsule contracted, the sole pitted from gouging with a hoof 
knife, and nail holes weakening the outer wall, it was clear that shoeing had not only not 
helped this horse — but was contributing significantly to his breakdown. 
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Case #3:  12 yr. old Quarter Horse — shoes just removed (front) 

The outside (lateral) quarter wall is disintegrated by “tight” nailing (i.
e., squeezing the sensitive tissues within against the inner (coffin) bone, 
leaving the hoof tilted and unbalanced  to one side. 
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Case #3:  12 yr. old Quarter Horse — one year later (front) 

After one year the entire hoof is transformed—sturdy and picture perfect. The horse is 
now sound and can be ridden barefoot. 
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Case #3:  12 yr. old Quarter Horse — one year later (hind) 

Bottom (volar) view of hind hoof after one year shows thick, strong hoof 
walls, a broad healthy tough frog, and well concaved sole. The horse roams 
today in a 10 acre dry lot with other horses. So naturally worn are the hind 
feet that they haven’t been trimmed in over one year. 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — shod (front) in Jan/2010     

     Tragic case of a young Arabian that was ridden in violation of his natural gaits, shod 
in the most mechanically obstructive of ways, subjected to surgical removal of his quarter 
walls (both front feet), rendered unsound, and, in the end, sold to a new owner (my client) 
for $1.00 as a worthless discard. 
     The hooves arrived a total mess, including scarification of the coronary band above the 
wall resections (white arrow) and massive quarter cracks. A massive rubberized patch 
was glued into each resection site. Metal clips (blue) were heat drawn out of the metal 
shoe and hammered into the hoof wall in an effort to secure the shoe to the foot. 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — shod (front) 

Gait trauma and shoeing converged to contract the heels and heel-bulbs, and deform the heel 
walls — one of the worst cases I’d seen in years. White dashed lines mark the current location 
of the center of each heel-bulb; the blue lines mark the approximate location of the bulbs if the 
hoof were not deformed. I was astonished that anyone would even want to ride a horse with 
feet in this condition.  
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — shod (front) 

Below the rubber-plastic patch and behind the clip, the hoof wall has completely disinte-
grated (blue arrow). White arrow points to yet another scarred coronary band in the front 
feet. 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — shod (front) 

The hind feet were spared the quarter wall resections, however, once more gait trauma and 
shoeing have taken their toll. The heels are severely contracted, and part of this is due to the 
addition of “trailers”. Here, the outer (lateral) branch of the shoe is heated and “bent” out-
ward (blue arrows), which has the effect of grabbing the ground and rotating the hoof into a 
purported “ideal” landing. But there is no such thing as an “ideal” flight trajectory or hoof 
position at landing, except what is individual to each horse. If hooves needed such modifica-
tions, nature would have selected for it 1.4 million years ago. In fact, the bars and heels do 
deflect outward in some equines — mules and donkeys, but not Equus Caballus! 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — de-shod (front)  in  Jan./2010 

As I removed the shoes, the horse became noticeably lame, unable to support himself 
on his own damaged feet without limping. Trotting and cantering were clearly out of 
the picture for this horse — for awhile, but not for long! 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — 1st Trim (front)  in  Jan./2010 

Hard to imagine but this is the same hoof seen on the previous page! Not wanting to 
open the resection site, I opted to thin and integrate the patch into the hoof wall. Al-
ready, a not so trained eye can even see the superior hoof beginning to emerge. 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — just before 2nd Trim (front)   Feb/2010 

One month has passed and miraculously the hoof is more than on its way to healing. I haven’t started 
the trim yet, but clearly it’s really looking great. Just as important, and to everyone’s delight, the 
horse is trotting and running with his horse mates in their dry lot paddock. It won’t be long before he 
can be ridden sound — and barefoot! 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — following 4th Trim (front)   Feb/2010 

Three months have passed, and here is one of the front feet after the 4th trim. In just this short 
span of time, the heels are already widening, the walls thickened, the frog embedded in its 
niche. Move to the next photo for a different view . . . 
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Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — following 4th Trim (front)   Feb/2010 

Three months have passed, and here is one of the front feet after the 4th 
trim. In just this short span of time, the heels are already widening, the 
walls thickened, the frog embedded in its niche. Move to the next photo 
for a different view . . . 
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Moving to the back of the same front hoof, it is hard to believe the heel 
transformation (refer back to page/slide #17). 

Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — following 4th Trim (front)   Feb/2010 
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The left hind in hand shows the incredible transformation, almost com-
pletely healed. At the onset, I had less than 30% wall bearing, at 3 
months it is now 100%. The bars are fully restored, the frog in its 
niche, the sole callused and ready for action. 

Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — following 4th Trim (front)   Feb/2010 
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At 3 months and 4 trims, 4-D (time) changes have put almost entirely new hooves on this 
fine animal. To my surprise, the owner had commenced riding him the week before this 
trim — against my wishes, as I had lobbied for 6 months to allow for a more complete heal-
ing. The owner was apologetic, but argued he was clearly sound enough to ride and the 
hooves ready for action. He also refused to sell me the horse for a whopping $10 — ten 
times what he had to pay for him! 

Case #4:  10 yr. old Oldenburg Warmblood — following 4th Trim (front)   Feb/2010 


