
www.homeplusliving.com 59 

J
ewellery always has a story to tell but 
none is a tattle-tale as the charm bracelet. 
And what a royal affair it reveals.

The Egyptian Pharaohs wore these trinkets as 
ancient ID tags, amulets and status symbols after 
death. Kings and queens in the Middle Ages 
believed that charms not only denoted family 
origin and political convictions, but also helped 
protect against enemies. 

But it was Queen Victoria who set off a fashion 
trend among European nobility, singlehandedly 
transforming it from practical to pretty. She 
often gave them away as gifts, so her husband 
Prince Albert started designing charms that held 
photographs or locks of hair to commemorate 
special occasions.

One such love token can be found in the “Albert 
Room” at Windsor Castle, where the prince 
died in 1861. The gold chain bracelet has nine 
enamelled heart shaped lockets of different 
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THE CHARMS
Charm bracelets have been chronicling lives and loves since time immemorial. 

In a tell-all age, these fresh offerings are poised to draw new fans.

colours to represent the couple’s children. It was 
presented to the Queen three days after she 
delivered their first child, Victoria – a locket was 
added for every subsequent birth, each bearing 
a lock of the child’s hair and an inscription with 
name and date of birth.

Charm bracelets have an unshakeable 
association with British royalty. While the world’s 
most famous engagement ring remains in Kate 
Middleton’s jewellery box, her charm bracelet 
was talk of the town when a disc charm hinted 
at her close relationship with step-mother-in-law 
Camilla Parker Bowles. 

The late Diana might not be pleased about that 
but the recent launch of The Princess Diana 50th 
Birthday Charm Bracelet should bring a smile to 
her fans. One of her charm bracelets, a gift from 
Prince Charles, whispers a poignant anecdote. 

Like Queen Victoria, she received a different 
charm every year to add to the bracelet for the 
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Yellow gold 
charm bracelet 
with diamonds, 
Harry Winston

first 10 years of their marriage. He gifted her a 
“W” in 1982 to mark William’s birth and an “H” in 
1984 for Harry’s. 

A pair of ballet slippers demonstrated her passion 
for dance and her dreams of becoming a ballerina. 
A tennis racket stood in for her favorite sport, while 
a polo cap signified his love of polo. A miniature 
St Paul’s Cathedral indicated where they were 
married. An apple for her love of Manhattan. A 
teddy bear because of her weakness. And a pig 
that was most likely a private joke between the 
couple. It is believed that Diana rarely wore this 
bracelet in public – it held too many precious 
memories of their marriage.

But leave it to Princess Mary of Denmark to 
cause a stir with her modern version of the 
charm bracelet by Ole Lynggaard. With precious 
stones and gems dangling on bracelets of 
luxurious silk and soft calfskin, her firm support 
of Danish brands makes her a royal style icon in 
every sense. 

N
PANDORA
For The Over-Achiever 
For the woman who wants it all, Pandora encapsulates 
treasured values in 24 hand-finished charms in myriad 
semi-precious stones. To complement the new 
Essence Collection, an innovative bracelet secures 
the charms in place. 

CARRIE K
For The Dreamer 
What’s life without a little fantasy? Home-grown 
jewellery designer Carolyn Kan’s cheeky When Pigs 
Fly creation delights in defiance. Let your imagination 
take flight, critics be d***ed.

THOMAS SABO
For The Bohemian 
Good things come in small packages. Radiating 
positive energy is Thomas Sabo’s newest offering, 
which scores with the woman in touch with her 

Bling It On   

Arm yourself with these pleasurable picks.
spiritual side. For the Wheel of Karma, an artistically-
rendered compendium of 72 Karma Beads come in 
exquisite filigree, hand cut semi-precious stones and 
cultivated freshwater pearls.

HARRY WINSTON
For The Society Swan
The dazzle is in the details. This luxurious trio – a 
geometric Belle by Harry Winston, the House’s 
signature Sealed by Harry Winston, and (jeweller’s 
preferred shipping method) With Love from Harry 
Winston envelope – is set off with the world’s finest 
diamonds.

LOUIS VUITTON
For The Diehard Romantic
All you need is love. Gain fresh edge this Valentine’s 
Day with Louis Vuitton’s new Spiky Valentine bracelet. 
A little Swarovski crystal sparkle highlights the 
amorous four-letter word.

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS
For The Happy-Go-Lucky
Not quite the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, but Van Cleef 
& Arpels successfully pulls together the maison’s beloved 
icons – the Frivole, the Lotus, the Alhambra, the Butterfly 
and the Flocon – into a bouquet you can jingle jangle.

TIFFANY & CO
For The Park Avenue Princess
Long before Facebook, people wore their 
autobiographies on the wrists. Paloma Picasso draws 
the diary of a girl on the go with a sassy assortment on 
Tiffany & Co’s bracelet in lush 18-karat gold.

JUICY COUTURE
For The Flower Child
Nearly 20 years on, the Juicy Couture girl continues 
to advocate freedom, fun and fashion. You can’t teach 
the whole world to sing, but you will get a feel-good 
vibe as you do the hippy hippy shake. 

Brass bracelet with 
emameled flowers and 
rhinestone-studded heart 
charm, Juicy Couture 18K gold oval 

clasping bracelet 
with paloma picasso 

charms, Tiffany & Co.

White gold charm 
bracelet with diamonds, 
Van Cleef & Arpels

Sterling silver 
bracelet with red 
stone (passion), 
sterling silver (trust), 
amethyst (faith) and 
textured sterling 
silver (wisdom) 
charms, Pandora

Sterling silver 
“when pigs fly” 
charm, Carrie K

925 Sterling silver bracelet with 
karma beads and wheel of 
karma pendant, Thomas Sabo

Spink gold spiky valentine 
bracelet with brass metallic 
charms in palladium finish and 
swarovski crystals, Louis Vuitton


