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PERFECT PLACE FOR PILGRIMS 

By John Connolly 

 

We’ve been getting a lot of emails here at the motoring section asking about holidays 
for metal lovers. MM from Adelaide writes ‘For 20 years I have taken my partner and 
our three children on the world’s most boring holidays. If I have to even look at 
another world (Disney, Sea, Movie, Dinosaur, Adventure, Harry Potter, Dolly) the 
consequences could be catastrophic. Why don’t you blokes man up and recommend 
real experiences for real men and women and others?’. 

Thanks for that subtle hint MM. 

Today a list of positive places for petrol heads.  

Let’s start with the Elysian Fields of motoring, Pebble Beach in August. As the 
brochure says ‘the area is the centre of the motoring universe’. And the centre piece 
of Automotive Week is the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. This contest is so 
exclusive they actually don’t want you to enter. 

“In selecting entrants, cars not previously shown at the Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance (or another major concours) are given preference. And we generally do 
not allow cars to return to our show field within a ten-year period unless they have 
changed ownership and, unless they are an original preservation car, are freshly 
restored. Only the most beautiful and rare automobiles are invited to appear on the 
famed eighteenth fairway of Pebble Beach Golf Links each year.” 

Yup, 175 pieces of metal worth more than $250 million, on a golf course by the sea 
surrounded by 15,000 more expensively restored owners, guests and voiture 
voyeurs. 



As my old mate, the legendary snapper Ansel Adams said when he was asked to 
judge at Pebble Beach, ‘From a strictly personal point of view, my definition of an 
elegant car would be ‘the kind of car I would like to be buried in.’”  
 
As they stay in the steak knives ads ‘but wait there’s more’. There’s the RetroAuto, 
the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion (550 legendary pre and postwar race and 
sports cars on the track at Laguna Seca), five multimillion dollar car auctions, really 
expensive dinners with even more expensive wines and then there’s McCall’s 
Motorworks Revival. 
 
Gordon McCall’s Motorworks is to parties what the Titanic was to shipwrecks. For 
$300 a ticket you and 2,500 of your besties get to watch as car and plane makers 
like Gulfstream, Bombardier, Lamborghini and Ferrari, launch their latest models 
across two hangars at the Monterey Jet Center.  

To make us all feel right at home Gordie slips a champagne into your hand when you 
arrive and then it’s onto the cocktails. Two years ago, after my 25th mojito, Carroll 
Shelby talked me into putting a deposit down on the Mach .925 Gulfstream G650 
and three racing bikes. 

If you want to get into the spirit of things early then do the officially organised road 
trip. This is not one for the kiddies because they may very well have a vommie inside 
your pre 1968 elegant car as you and your friend drive the very curvy 2,000 kms 
from Seattle to the Monterey Peninsula. $10,000 gets you in. 
 
Can’t wait till August? Carbon tax got you down? Feeling desperate for a bit of 
action? Ok. The Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este is Europe’s top upmarket classic 
car show. It’s on next month and you can be there for only $6,300 a night for a room 
with a lake view in a hotel that’s next door to George Clooney’s house and at that 
price they throw in free breakkie. It’s a steal. But better than the official concourse is 
the associated RM auction on the lake.  
 
If you are there you can urge a bit of biding for Sydney property developer Jorge 
Fernandez’s 1930 Bugatti Type 46 Superprofile Coupes. Only 450 T46 were built 
and Jorge’s is a matching-numbers car with a recreation of the Superprofile coupe 
coachwork, designed by Jean Bugatti. Look at handing Jorge a cheque for a million 
for this one. On the other side of the luxury car stakes is the 1905 FIAT five-
passenger touring car, built especially for US beer king August Anheuser Busch. At 
the time there was no great supercar. For sale for the first time in 108 years this Fiat 
cost $20,000 at the time when you could buy a fully specced T Model for $835. 
Closer to home if you are looking bit of local action and can’t stretch to Italy or 
Pebble Creek then Hertz are now renting four BMW models. Now these are not in 
the league of the Corvettes of Mustangs I rent from Hertz in the states but given the 
sad state of things in Australia the BMs are not a bad option. 
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