
 
 

The Gardens 
Nurturing Serenity 

 
The aura of enlightenment and serenity at Saffron Fields flows from the interior 
to the exterior.  The multi-purpose tasting room is surrounded by a Japanese 
garden designed by Hoichi Kurisu, a world-renowned landscape architect and 
former director of the Portland Japanese Garden.  
 
Angela is an avid gardener who was first inspired to use a Japanese style garden 
at the tasting room after visiting Tokyo and Kyoto. She was specifically struck by 
the integration between the interior and exterior space in the Japanese garden 
style. “Sanjeev took me to Japanese gardens that were integrated with the 
buildings—commercial, restaurant, and private—such that if felt like one 
continuous space inside and out,” remembers Angela.  
 
Angela and Sanjeev met Hoichi Kurisu in Houston after learning about the 
breadth of his work. They knew he was the ideal visionary to design the gardens 
at Saffron Fields. Hoichi’s design firm, Kurisu International, has designed 
integrated Japanese gardens across the country. For Hoichi, the architect is an 
artist who uses space and 
form to integrate interiors 
with exteriors and to create 
a harmony with nature in a 
restorative setting. Hoichi 
strives to bring balance to 
hearts and minds by 
designing exceptional public 
and private spaces in which 
to engage with nature and 
one’s surroundings.  
 
In contrast to many modern American design philosophies where there is a 
concrete divide between the exterior and the interior, Hoichi’s aesthetic focuses 
on creating a unity between the building itself and the exterior. This unique 
spatial relationship creates a place for contemplation and rejuvenation—both 
integral parts to the Saffron Fields experience.  
 
Features like cascading waterfalls and free-form trails allow for guests to enjoy 
moments of pause and serenity while sipping Saffron Fields Pinot noir. A 



meandering garden path leads from the tasting room to a patio overlooking a 
small, calm pond.   
 
In keeping with the contemplative spirit of the garden, the Thales Pond is named 
for the first Greek philosopher and one of the Seven Sages of Greece. The 
scientific revolution can be traced to Thales and his belief that man must seek 
natural explanations for the changes in the world rather than mystical 
ones.  Thales pursuit led him to apply deductive reasoning to geometry.  His 
Thales' Theorem is credited as the first math discovery.   
 
A labyrinth situated off one of the garden paths creates a sense of continuity 
through circular motion. A zen-style garden is framed by wood reclaimed from 
the property’s former barn. Benches afford pause and a stunning view of the 
entire garden and the tasting room.  
 
Long rose and camellia arbors entice guests to stroll around the Helios Pond, 
named after the Titan Sun God, Helios, who rode his winged chariot across the 
sky each day bringing light. The Helios Pond features a breathtaking view of the 
wine country and an island retreat for reflection, where Helios may grant the gift 
of sight.  As the Guardian of Oaths, Helios presides over events, commitment 
ceremonies, and weddings held at Helios Pond. 
 
The entire garden space is integrated wholly through reflective ponds, circular 
garden paths, a series of three sculptures, waterfalls, and native Oregon plants—
creating a sense of unity with one’s surroundings. The fluid relationship between 
the garden and the tasting room speaks to the greater Saffron Fields philosophy. 
Each component of the winery is united and relates to the senses—inviting guests 
on a tranquil, contemplative journey that weaves into one’s personal narrative.    
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