
 
 

The Tasting Facility 
 
 
The tasting room and grounds integrate with the surrounding landscape to 
inspire an atmosphere of contemplation and ease.  When envisioning the 
building, Sanjeev and Angela were inspired by architecture using glass, wood, 
and water for its ability to evoke emotion through fluidity and serenity. Their 
desire is that the experience of visiting Saffron Fields will become part of each 
guest’s personal narrative.  
 
The site originally housed a large dairy barn that proved logistically impossible to 
use as a winery. Working with the Wood is Wonderful Foundation, the 
beautiful Douglas fir wood comprising the barn was salvaged and much of it 
incorporated into the new facility. The building was designed by 2fORM 
Architecture with interiors by Jessica Helgerson Interior Design and built 
by Cellar Ridge Construction.   
 
 

Architecture 
 

The tasting facility was designed by Richard Shugar, the principal of 2fORM 
Architecture in Eugene, Oregon.  Angela and Sanjeev contacted Richard after 
seeing a private home he designed, featured in Oregon Home Magazine in 2010. 
His extensive body of work focuses on the relationship between people and their 
environment. Not one to enter a project with a preconceived idea for the design, 
Richard responds to the surroundings of the site—letting the natural form and 
function of the nascent building determine the structure of the project.  
 
The design focuses on two fundamental principles: the building being rooted in 
the landscape and the Jewel Box room as the heart and anchor of the entire 
structure. Mirroring the wines' origin from the vine and the earth, the structure 
emerges from the landscape itself. The concrete gives way to lighter material like 
wood and glass—which afford stunning 270-degree views of the surrounding 
landscape: one can look out and see the beauty of the vineyard and the 
Willamette Valley beyond.    
 
The Jewel Box room is the heart of the building. This space displays pieces from 
Angela and Sanjeev’s personal collection of contemporary art from world-
renowned artists and sculptors. The room also sheds light on the historical 
context of Saffron Fields with panels illustrating the long-term history of the site, 



deconstruction of the former Laughlin Dairy barn, and backgrounds on the 
winemakers making Saffron Fields wine.  
 
Richard designed the tasting bar to be an independent structure that anchors the 
side of the building. Behind the tasting bar are windows allowing guests to look 
out at the vineyards. Richard’s designs mirror Hoichi Kurisu’s philosophy that 
interiors and exteriors should flow seamlessly rather than exist in separation.  
 
Richard designed the windows of the tasting room to retract on a large scale—12- 
and 8-foot sections will open completely on warmer days to expose the vineyard 
and gardens beyond. Directly beyond the Jewel Box room, a cantilevering patio 
will hover over one of the Kurisu-designed landscape ponds—creating the feeling 
of being suspended above a body of water.  
 
The incorporation of salvaged lumber in the Jewel Box room, the retail area, and 
the ceilings brings new life to the former Laughlin Dairy barn and adds a warm, 
amber element to the building. In addition to the sustainability of using recycled 
wood in much of the building, the thermal mass of the concrete floors allows for 
sun to be absorbed and carry passive heat throughout. The windows are also 
energy efficient. Shugar describes the building as a butterfly—elegant, 
unencumbered, and flowing gracefully. 
 
 

Interior Design 
 
Angela and Sanjeev chose Jessica Helgerson of Jessica Helgerson Interior 
Design in Portland to craft the interiors of the tasting room. Featured in 
numerous national publications, Jessica’s designs are modern, refreshing, and 
authentic to the building and space that they exist in. Jessica was chosen 
specifically based on her insight on how to integrate an art collection into a space 
without overwhelming the art, letting it speak for itself.  
 
The design inspiration for the interiors is subtle—responding to the organic 
shapes and materials of the tasting room’s structure. To complement the reused 
wood making up much of the walls and ceilings on the interior, Jessica designed 
furniture featuring organic, wooden shapes with branch-like bases. She used 
walnut wood from Goby, a local Portland company known for harvesting large, 
beautiful wooden deposits, to build the furniture for the interior.  
 
Jessica chose local glasswork artisans Esque Studios to design custom lighting 
fixtures featured throughout the building. Esque Studios’ designs reflect the 
tranquility of the Japanese gardens outside through a color palette of soft greys 
and greens. In the Zen Garden Room, a stunning glass sculpture of circular, 
organic shapes hangs suspended in air from a branch-like form. In the tasting 
room, individual glass pendants float above the bar providing atmospheric, 
translucent light. 


