
 
 
 

The History 
 
 
The Saffron Fields site is rooted in a rich narrative of one family with a 
longstanding entrepreneurial history. When Angela and Sanjeev purchased the 
Saffron Fields property in 2004, a large dairy barn stood on the site. Working 
with the Wood is Wonderful Foundation to salvage wood from the Laughlin 
Dairy barn to build the tasting facility, Angela and Sanjeev give new life to a piece 
of Oregon history.  
 
 

The Laughlin Dairy Farm 
 

Sport Laughlin made the long journey from New York to Oregon as a child in a 
covered wagon in the early 1900s. His industrial spirit led him to pursue a career 
as a logger. In the late 1930s he started a logging company called LH & L, which 
still exists today. Sport harvested a significant portion of his timber from the 
Tillamook Burn, a series of massive forest fires that ravaged a total of 355,000 
acres from 1933 to 1951. Sport was able to independently mill and log many 
Douglas fir trees from the Burn—later selling them as raw lumber or using them 
to build the many barns and buildings on his property.  
 
In the early 1940s, Sport bought the first 1,100 acres of land that would become 
the Laughlin Dairy Farm. The farm’s original purpose was as a cattle operation—
housing both beef cattle and dairy cows. Laughlin continued to purchase 
surrounding sections of land throughout the 1930s and 1940s. At the peak of the 
farm, there were 250 cows producing milk and a total of 5,000 acres in the 
Laughlin homestead.  
 
Sport Laughlin’s empire in the Willamette Valley planted the seeds for several 
Oregon wineries. In addition to Saffron Fields, both WillaKenzie Estate and 
Lenné Winery rest on former Laughlin property. The WillaKenzie Estate hosts 
the original house that Sport built. Sport’s presence is still felt throughout the 
land: local lore says you can still hear Sport rattling the cookie jar at night. Only 
about 200 acres of the original Laughlin estate is still owned by the Laughlin 
family.  
 

 
 



 
The Barn Reincarnated 

 
Angela and Sanjeev worked with Rich Mathis and Peter Braun of the Wood is 
Wonderful Foundation to salvage wood from the 22,000 square foot Laughlin 
Dairy barn for the tasting room facility. The barn’s original use was for holding 
hay and cattle for the Dairy operation. At the peak, the barn held 250 tons of hay. 
After dismantling the old growth Douglas fir of the barn one board at a time, the 
Wood is Wonderful Foundation completed the salvaging operation on September 
14th, 2012.  
 
The material from the barn constitutes much of the interior framework of the 
tasting room facility. Mathis and Braun expressed an extreme joy that arises from 
working with salvaged lumber. The Wood is Wonderful Foundation is also using 
harvested wood from the Laughlin Dairy barn for other building projects, such as 
homes in Bend and Portland and another tasting room project in California.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


