
 
 
 

The People 
 
 

Sanjeev Lahoti and Angela Summers:  
Where Precision and Passion Intertwine 

 
Sanjeev Lahoti and Angela Summers share a love of the experiential—travel, 
food, art, gardening, and of course, wine. Both are experts in chemical 
engineering and widely respected in their fields. Today, they turn their eyes 
toward the picturesque hills of the North Willamette Valley where they produce 
beautiful Pinot noir at their vineyard, Saffron Fields.  
 
Sanjeev and Angela bring an entirely new approach to the wine tasting 
experience. By incorporating their personal interests and expertise in art, 
gardening, and architecture to the interior and exterior of the facility—they invite 
the Saffron Fields patron to pause, enjoy a taste of an elegant, complex Pinot 
noir, and immerse in a moment of serenity.  
 
 

The Aesthetics of Serenity 
 
Avid art enthusiasts and collectors, Angela and Sanjeev are bringing a profound 
dedication to the aesthetic experience at Saffron Fields.  
 
For Angela, art has been a main interest since childhood. “I’ve always liked art,” 
says Angela. “Growing up, I was interested in hobby and folk art. In college my 
interest transitioned to the Impressionists, and now it’s more focused on 
contemporary work.”  
 
Angela’s penchant for collecting art started in college. As a junior at Mississippi 
State University, she attended an art show at the Student Union. She saw a 
painting of daisies in a silver planter and immediately knew she had to have it. 
The second work in her collection was a framed watercolor that she acquired in 
graduate school—and which still hangs in her home today. The watercolor was 
$125—and since at the time it was beyond her graduate student budget, she put 
three payments on it over 90 days to secure the piece.  
 



The tasting room at Saffron Fields is inspired by Angela and Sanjeev’s mutual 
adoration of contemporary art. They have personally chosen several key pieces to 
adorn the interior of the tasting room. The gardens are home to a triptych of 
three significant pieces selected by Angela and Sanjeev that reflect the serene and 
contemplative spirit of the gardens.  
 
 

The Beginning of Saffron Fields 
 
Both highly precise with a keen eye for detail, Angela and Sanjeev founded 
Saffron Fields with an entirely unique vision for a winery experience.  
 
Their interest in wine started while on holiday in the early ‘90s. Sanjeev grew up 
in Mumbai, India and Angela was raised in Mississippi. They met while in 
graduate school at the University of Alabama where both were studying Chemical 
Engineering. They recently celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary.  
 
For both, wine was not a part of their upbringing. While vacationing at a bed and 
breakfast in Napa in 1992, the two visited several wineries and were struck by the 
intimacy of the wine tasting experience. The seed had been planted—they visited 
Napa and Sonoma several more times in the following years.  
 
The choice to start a winery in Oregon came rather organically. Sanjeev had been 
to Oregon and Washington several times for business and was impressed by the 
natural beauty.  
 
In 2003, Angela and Sanjeev toured several prospective properties in the 
Willamette Valley, but it was the first piece of land they viewed that left the 
strongest impression. “We visited the site during Thanksgiving week. We drove to 
the crest of the property, stepped on to a muddy grass field; the sky was partly 
cloudy and the sun lit the coast range–the surrounding vineyards, the hills were 
remarkable,” remembers Angela upon first visiting the former Laughlin dairy 
farm land. Angela and Sanjeev owned the property within a few months—and 
Saffron Fields was born.  

 
 

Dedication to Winemaking 
 
From the first step in the foundation of Saffron Fields, Angela and Sanjeev have 
been committed to working with experienced, talented partners in the Oregon 
winemaking community.  
 
Upon acquiring the vineyard, Angela and Sanjeev partnered with veteran Oregon 
vineyard consultants in order to ensure optimal grape clones and planting 
techniques were used. Word of mouth carried their reputation for delicious, high 
quality fruit through the valley. Today, Saffron Fields’ grapes are made into single 
vineyard designates by several prominent winemakers. The Saffron Fields estate 



wines are made by Tony Rynders, a celebrated Oregon winemaker for more than 
15 years. Industry veteran Chris Berg of Roots Wine produces small-lot, vintage-
inspired special bottlings such as Riesling and sparkling wine for Saffron Fields. 
 
Never one to leave a project entirely in the hands of others, Sanjeev received a 
Certificate in Winemaking from the University of California Davis in 2012. The 
program took two years to complete, and Sanjeev continued running his silicon 
technology company for the entire duration. “I knew I needed to learn about 
viticulture and enology,” says Sanjeev.  “I have tried to constantly learn, in the 
classroom through the winemaking courses and asking questions of people we 
work with or meet in the industry.  This helps me make informed decisions for 
Saffron Fields.” 

 
 

The Day Jobs 
 

Both Sanjeev and Angela come from highly analytical professions and hold 
advanced degrees in chemical engineering. Sanjeev is an expert in polysilicon—
the base material for computer chips and solar panels. After working as a 
chemical engineer for several years, Sanjeev and a couple of friends started a 
company to develop an entirely new polysilicon production process. The process 
was licensed to several clients, mainly in Asia—where Sanjeev currently spends a 
good deal of time traveling.   
 
Angela is a recognized expert in industrial controls and safety systems for the 
chemical industry. She is a noted author of technical books and papers, a sought-
after editor for journals and publications and a leader in international standards 
development.  In the ‘90s, Angela opened her own company providing consulting 
and engineering services and now has over 50 employees who work all over the 
world.    
 
 

*** 
 

Between busy days of running independent companies and building Saffron 
Fields, Angela and Sanjeev enjoy international travel and cuisine along the 
journey, gardening, art collecting, and their beloved pets—two dogs (Lily and Iris) 
who travel to work with them every day, a parrot they’ve had for twenty years, 
two fish tanks, and a koi pond in their back yard.  
 
 


