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My Very Own 
Puppet Theatre

Play and perform! Decorate personalized puppet theaters 
and act out plays and skits. Encourage self-expression and 
creativity with individual performances. Let every child discover 
his or her own talent for blending literacy and art while building 
an awareness of strategies in verbal and physical 
communication. With their very own puppet theatres, children 
will build confidence in their public speaking abilities and will 
gain an appreciation for using art to represent their own stories. 

Create individual stories for solo performances or 
brainstorm and develop a storyline with student groups! To 
inspire unique and engaging individual stories, follow the 
guidelines provided later in this guide. If you are planning to 
organize your students into groups, give each group enough 
time to plan and brainstorm an idea using the guidelines 
provided. Note: Our guidelines provide several literary 
techniques and structures that students can use as a basis for 
developing their own literary pieces in later grades. It is 
essential to provide students with a starting point for later 
successes! 

Encourage open-ended discussion and creativity. Circulate 
around to each group and ask students to tell you a bit about 
their stories. Do they have a clear structure to the story? How 
many characters have they developed? Are there enough 
characters so that each student in the group can perform at least 
one part? How many scenes are children planning to include? 

Once each group has a general idea for their story, it’s time 
to start designing the details! Hand out the theatre and puppet 
sets to each student.   

Each theatre set 
features a boy and girl 
puppet and a die cut 
puppet theatre. Provide 
pencil crayons or 
markers for students to 
use as they color in their 
characters and the card 
theatre. 

Use scrap materials such as collage paper, sequins or 
sparkly pompoms to embellish the card theatre for a dramatic 
look! Draw faces onto the card characters. You do not have to 
limit your students’ creativity to one type of card character. Go 
online to  to download and 
print additional fun stick puppet designs! Make everything from 
a scary wolf to a witch, a king, a cat or a pig! Students can make 
boys and girls with different hairstyles, too. 

Note: The card characters 
all feature a handle for the 
students to hold. If you wish to 
reinforce the handle, paste a 
popsicle stick to the back of 
the puppet. Align it so that it 
follows the direction of the 
handle.      

To construct the card 
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theatre, fold in the sides to stand up on a desk. Alternatively, 
cut a length of thread about two ruler-lengths or 2’ (60 cm) 
long. Thread the string through the holes in the top corners of 
the card theatre so children can wear it as a playboard on their 
tummies! 

CURRICULUM RELEVANCE

• Retell or interpret experiences and events

• Build a story structure

• Structure stories based on the 5 W’s

• Practice verbal skills

• Compare and contrast interpretations

• Play and perform

• Develop confidence with public speaking

• Explore lifestyles and situations with stories

• Learn about the history of traveling theatre

• Retell fables or mythical stories

• Practice question and answer interactions with students

• Create a coherent progression of events

Theatre has come in many different forms throughout the 
years. Early theatre was inspired by ancient cultural myths. 
Many Ancient Greek and Roman actors recreated scenes by 
dressing in special costumes and pretending to act like the 
gods in these myths. In Ancient times, plays were not written 
down for repeat performances. Instead, actors would recite the 
plays many times until they would be able to act out their parts 
in the plays just from memory. Sometimes, actors would come 
up with their own version of the plays. Characters in the story 
would change or new situations would be added to make the 
stories more interesting to audiences. Stories could be as 
whimsical as the storytellers wanted them to be! 

In time, theatre was heavily influenced by major religions 
and for a while, only churches could host the plays. Theatre in 
the early medieval period was more focused on religious 
stories rather than myths and legends and all references to the 
“old” gods and cultural elements were taken out. The Roman 
language, called Latin, was used mostly for reciting these plays. 

As new cultures developed in Europe, Latin became 
obsolete. Obsolete means that something is no longer used or 
useful. Now that it was an “old” language, Latin was rarely used 
anymore except for important ceremonies and religious 
gatherings. 

Not many people really understood the Biblical plays or got 
the meanings behind them. Since the plays were written and 
performed in a language that few commoners understood, 
people were more likely look for a local tavern and listen to a 
traveling performing troupe there! Traveling troupes had much 
more to offer their audiences—with jugglers, singers, dancers, 
jesters and other types of performers, troupes could perform a 
variety of events in one show. These troupes were just like 
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early forms of a circus show! 

These traveling performers, known as vagabond or 
wandering artists, would perform a variety of plays and circus 
acts for the poor commoners who made up the majority of the 
viewing audience. The performers would set up their stage in 
the backyard area of the tavern so that anyone in the visiting 
area could see the show. 

As more and more of these shows became popular with the 
people in Europe, some religious groups tried to stamp out the 
influence of theatre throughout the land. These groups claimed 
that the new style of theatre was threatening the old style and 
that it was attracting people more to entertainment than to 
important, spiritual matters. Even though certain areas tried to 
stop these entertainers from continuing, there were many 
supporters of the traveling entertainment theatres.

Once the pressure from these groups started to ease off, the 
traveling theatres expanded. Theatre organizers realized they 
could get a lot more money if they began to structure their 
troupes’ performances, construct better stages, include special 
effects and train for bigger and more fantastical feats. In order to 
manage all the work of organizing the troupe, people called 
‘directors’ were hired. These directors were the early versions of 
today’s movie directors. They made the decisions for almost 
every part of the troupe show. 

Many of the plays and circus acts were performed outdoors 
so that everyone in the local town would be able to see the 
show. Theatre acts got more sophisticated as time went on. In 
the early 1300s, Hrosvitha, a wealthy member of the Christian 
clergy, wrote a variety of plays that represented and described 
different life events, such as getting married or falling in love. 
This was different from all the mythological plays from the 
Ancient days and the strictly Biblical plays of the early medieval 
period. Her new style of writing plays became so popular that 
over time, playwrights began to construct plays about real, 
everyday events that people experienced. 

By the 1400s, many types of plays were developed. You can 
use the play descriptions below as references. Give students an 
understanding about different types of plays that have existed in 
history and still continue to be used as models for modern plays!

Different play types developed from the Elizabethan drama. 
A drama is a type of serious play that deals with the conflict 
between characters. The name originates from the 1500s during 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign in England. Many plays were developed 
by wandering troupe artists who wrote satirical stories about the 
Queen. These stories were seen as a threat to Queen Elizabeth’s 
rule. One troupe was seized and held in prison for writing and 
performing a play that seemed to incite support for overthrowing 
the Queen. Instead of punishing the playwrights and actors by 
taking their lives, she ordered that they perform a play in her 
court. Naturally, the troupe revised their play to make it more 
suitable for the Queen’s viewing. 

Soon after, Queen Elizabeth ordered that all wandering 
artists who could not prove they were a part of an established 
theatre house be arrested and fined. This royal decision 
prompted playwrights and theatre entertainers into action. They 
banded together into groups and soon major theatre houses 
sprouted up all around London, England. Plays developed more 
structure. Elizabethan drama prompted the development of 
William Shakespeare’s plays that represent all the types of plays 
we’ll talk about below.   

Here is your guide to play structures! Write an Elizabethan 
drama! Provide students with children’s history books about the 

lives of Elizabethan aristocrats. Students can imagine a story 
about an Elizabethan aristocratic character and recreate it with 
their puppet theatre.             

Morality plays were serious stories that chronicled the life 
of a single human being. The play would start with a 
character’s birth and unfold a series of events throughout his or 
her lifetime until the final scene. Usually, the play ended with 
the character’s death, however, you can suggest to your 
students to end their morality plays with a resolution of all the 
character’s problems instead.   

Satire pokes fun at aspects of society, whether about 
individuals, political establishments, religion or daily events of 
people’s lives. Satire is another word for mocking or being 
sarcastic. Most of these plays were not openly critical, but 
rather disguised the story as a drama or comedy about 
something totally different. The playwrights could very skillfully 
place a joke into the play that only keen observers understood 
as a reflection of something in reality. Playwrights could mock 
kings and their kingdoms and issues like the differences 
between the rich and the poor. 

Students do not have to write satirically. They can, however, 
exercise their ability to write stories with a moral to them by 
referencing stories like Aesop’s Fables or books by Dr. Seuss. 
These stories use a lot of whimsical situations and events to 
mask an underlying message. 

Farce plays make fun of people, stories, fairy tales, 
situations and daily events. These plays are usually nonsensical 
and are meant to be humorous. Characters get into outrageous 
adventures that often twist reality or just focus on certain 
aspects that aren’t normally talked about in daily conversation. 

If students decide to write farce plays, tell them to think 
about a significant event that happened in their life recently or 
about a favorite fairy tale story. Tell students to write down all 
the details about the story. For instance, list characters’ names, 
what they look like, what they did, what happened and how, 
etc. Write details about the setting. Once all the details are 
listed, ask students to look over each one and think of ways to 
‘twist’ it. For instance, if a student were to write a farce about 
the story of Hansel and Gretel, he or she might decide to turn 
the evil witch into a baseball player, the house made of 
gingerbread into a house made of bubbles or replace the 
forest with a setting in space! 

Turn every action of the characters into a reverse action or 
make them say and do things that the characters in the original 
story would never do. A farce play can allow students to 
explore different ways of writing a whimsical story.  

Here is your guide to story structure! Every story, whether 
in a play, a poem or a song, usually is constructed in three 
parts. These three parts consist of a beginning, middle and 
ending or resolution. 

The beginning of the story usually starts out by introducing 
the character. After a short time, something happens that 
causes the character to experience a change in their life. 
Children can jump right into the action if they wish; this part 
should be no more than a few lines long.  

The middle of the story unfolds the plot. The character may 
learn why his or her life has changed in some way. The action 
leads onto a climax or a moment when the action is most 
intense. 

Finally, the ending helps to resolve all the conflict and 
action throughout the story. Endings can be brief but should 
conclude the story in a satisfying way.  
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The best way to start out writing a story of any kind is to 
consider the 5 W’s. The 5 W’s are Who, What, Where, When and 
Why. Ask students to pick a partner and discuss these 5 elements 
back and forth while developing their storylines. They can list 
each of the 5 W’s and work their way through to answer each 
element. 

A play is usually composed of several acts or parts. Each act 
forms an important section of the play and is constructed like a 
mini-story of its own with a beginning, middle and end. Your 
students do not have to write their plays into acts, however. Limit 
the length of the plays to about one to two scenes or settings 
where the action occurs (such as a room, a playground, a bus 
station, etc). Older grades can experiment with writing acts into 
their plays if they decide to write more complex storylines. 

The establishment of permanent theatres, called 
‘playhouses’ in England, gave actors and theatre entrepreneurs 
the freedom to develop their plays without the hassle of 
managing a low budget, poor performance areas and the 
influence of the Royal decree. Now, commoners as well as 
aristocrats could enjoy the playhouses’ entertainment all year 
round! 

The playhouses were constructed into amphitheaters, which 
were a type of outdoor theatre design in Ancient Greece. Ruins 
of amphitheatres have been uncovered all around Greece and 
Italy and are wonderful marvels of ancient architecture. In Greek, 
“amphi” means “all around” while “theatre” means “place for 
viewing.” An amphitheater has the shape of a circle or oval bowl 
that slants up and out from the center. The stage is positioned in 
the center and the seats or viewing benches spread around the 
center like a fan shape. The shape of this theatre helped amplify 
the voices of the actors. In some of these ancient theatres, even 
the quietest whisper could be heard all the way to the back 
seats! 

English amphitheatres were partially outdoor and indoor; 
most had thatched roofs that covered the stage and the 
expensive seating where the aristocrats sat. Amphitheatres could 
fit roughly 500 people. 

Students who wish to perform in groups can decide 
between several ways of presenting their play:

1) Break the story up into 1-2 minute segments. Each 
student in the group will act out one of these segments from the 
play. 

2) All students in a group perform the play at the same time. 
Each student chooses one character from the story to perform. 
Students stand in a line and act out their part appropriately.

3) Each student makes up their own version of the group’s 
story. The story will need to be about 1-2 minutes long for each 
person to develop their own interpretation.  

Students don’t have to act on a big stage to make their plays 
spectacular. My Very Own Puppet Theatre gives each student a 
chance to be the star of their own show! 


