
EDUCATION
SUPPLY
ACTIVITY

No. 54460

Squiggle Pipettes

Encourage joyful paint experiences with fun pipettes! The 
Squiggle Pipettes feature a unique squiggle chamber for added 
sensory play. Use Squiggle Pipettes for paint projects, mixing 
colors, water table play and more. 

Encourage open-ended play and give little fingers a tool for 
fine motor exercise! As students work with the Squiggle Pipettes, 
use the ideas presented in this guide to stimulate 
developmental play and build creativity.   

Splatter, splash and spray paint onto paper with new and 
wavy Squiggle Pipettes! Lay down sheets of poster board or 
finger paint paper and bowls of watercolor paint. Place one 
Squiggle Pipette in each watercolor bowl. Tip: Instruct students 
to use one Squiggle Pipette per watercolor paint. If a student 
picks up the Squiggle Pipette from the blue watercolor paint 
bowl, they must return it to the same paint bowl before 
choosing another color. 

To get enough paint into the pipette, first squeeze all the air 
and watercolor paint out of the pipette. While squeezing the 
bulb tight, lower the end of the pipette into the watercolor paint 
bowl. Release the bulb to create a suction that draws in the 
watercolor paint. 

Practice squeezing out the paint from the Squiggle Pipettes 
onto the sheets of paper. Our Color Diffusing Paper Sheets work 
well with Squiggle Pipettes for exquisite-looking designs. Use 
two to three colors at a time on a sheet. 

Explore color mixing! Show 
students how to combine at least two 
colors together on a single sheet of 
paper. Drop a bit of color onto the 
sheet of paper and drop a different 
color nearby and watch the colors 
blend. Spray a bit of water onto the 
Color Diffusing paper and observe the 
colors mix together. Use primary 
colors, such as red, blue and yellow, 
to make new colors:

Red and yellow = Orange

Blue and red = Purple

Yellow and blue = Green

Try some of these ideas for using the Squiggle Pipettes! 
We've included alternative materials to use with the Squiggle 
Pipettes such as gelatin, Color Diffusing Paper, watercolor, sand 
and water. Read on for project instructions.  

The squiggly inner chamber propels paint with gusto! 
Experiment with different squeezing pressures to achieve 
interesting results and perfect painting techniques. It's a great 
tool for Special Education Needs classes as it helps to instill 
patience and control while painting a project. Try some of the 
exercises in this guide for building dexterity and artistic 
creativity.

Use the pipettes to develop important fine motor skills 
while having a blast! 

CURRICULUM RELEVANCE

• Develop fine motor skills

• Practice precision squeezing skills

• Experiment with paint colors

• Explore viscosity through drip drop activities

• Discover properties of gravity

• Experiment with paint techniques

Squiggle Pipettes are a great tool for primary students. As 
students hold the Squiggle Pipettes, they can work with their 
fine motor muscles to manipulate the painting tool effectively. 
By using the Squiggle Pipettes, students will develop better 
control of their fine motor muscles and will gain exciting new 
experiences with our project ideas. 

Use the Squiggle Pipettes to enhance sensory experiences 
in classrooms. Sensory experiences are important for building 
students' awareness of their environments. Help students build 
their creativity with a variety of materials such as water, paint, 
sand and gelatin. Exposure to unique and new materials assists 
with enhancing sensory awareness as students combine 
materials, learn about properties and collaborate with their 
peers to develop experiences. 

Instruct students to hold their Squiggle Pipettes firmly 
between their fingers on one hand. Ask students to squeeze 
the pipette as hard as they can at the bulb point. After three 
seconds, tell your students to ease off the pressure and hold 
the pipette normally again. 

Students can test their squeeze and fine muscle control 
skills by squeezing the pipette over a container of water. Note: 
If you are working with young children, introduce them to 
Squiggle Pipettes with water to keep messes minimal. Water 
dries quickly and doesn't stain like paint does. Put a small 
amount of water into a plastic cup or clear container. Provide 
students with a second empty container. 
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Ask children to squeeze the bulb of the Squiggle Pipette, 
and then dip it into the container filled with water. Quickly 
release the tight grip on the bulb; gently hold the pipette in one 
hand to keep any water from getting out. The pipette will draw in 
about 3ml of water. 

How does the water draw into the pipette? Explain that when 
the bulb of the pipette is squeezed, all the air escapes from the 
inside. Since there is no air, it creates a kind of vacuum. Talk 
about the motions of a cleaning vacuum to help students 
visualize how air gets sucked into the pipette. When the bulb is 
released, the pressure inside the pipette draws in the air—or 
water—to fill it up! 

Continue the activity by helping students draw water into the 
pipette from the filled 
container, then squeeze all 
the water out into the empty 
container. To release the 
water from the pipette, 
simply squeeze the bulb 
again. This will press all the 
water out of the pipette 
which will shoot out through 
the spout. Fill up the empty 
container with all the water 
from the previous container. 

Once this is accomplished, congratulate students on their 
efforts!

Try some of the following project ideas!

GLOW IN THE DARK PAINT:

Fill the Squiggle Pipette with Glow in the Dark paint. Use a 
black light to illuminate the paint as children use the pipettes. 
The colors will appear bright and glow brilliantly, inspiring 
creativity and originality. Children will love exploring different art 
possibilities with Squiggle Pipettes and fun paint! Place R15213 
Color Diffusing Paper onto a paint tray. Drop the Glow in the 
Dark paint onto the Color Diffusing Paper and shine the black 
light onto the paper to illuminate the glowing colors! Tip: Use 
different colors. Draw an illustration and color in with the Glow 
in the Dark paint. 

To make your own Glow in the Dark water color paint, mix 
food coloring with tonic water! 

GLITTER PAINT:

Mix a bit of watercolor paint with sparkly glitter! Pour the 
glittery watercolor paint into plastic bowls and hand each 
student a Squiggle Pipette. Practice drawing the special paint 
into the Squiggle Pipette then releasing it onto watercolor paper. 

Before releasing the paint, ask students to observe the 
movement of the glitter within the pipette. If it moves fast, it 
means the liquid inside has low viscosity. Viscosity is a word that 
describes the resistance of flow of the liquid. If the liquid has 
low viscosity, it has a higher rate of flow; a high viscosity liquid 
has a slower rate of flow. Liquids with high viscosity tend to be 
gel-like. If you used only paint in the color mixtures, the liquid 
will have high viscosity. If you add water to the paint, it will have 
low viscosity and will flow better.

COLOR MIXING:

Fill three plastic containers with watercolor paint. Choose the 
primary colors red, yellow and blue. Provide a second set of 
empty plastic containers. Instruct students to dip their Squiggle 
Pipettes into one of the colorful paint containers and drip several 
drops into an empty container. Dip the Squiggle Pipette into a 

second colorful paint container and drip several more drops 
into the same empty container. Mix the colors together to form 
a new color! 

Experiment with different concentrations of color. Use a 
separate Squiggle Pipette to paint with the resulting color. Tip: 
Add a bit of water to use the resulting color as paint!

SAND PLAY:

Squiggle Pipettes cause air to move in and out in order to 
draw in paint. Use the same air movement to move other 
things, such as sand! Observe 
the movements of air 
through sand by making mini 
sand-dunes with the Squiggle 
Pipettes at the sand table. 
Tip: Before starting with any 
sand table activity, make sure 
to smooth out the surface of 
the sand with a large wide-
bristle brush or a ruler into a 
thin layer. 

Ask students to grip their Squiggle Pipettes and squeeze 
the air out over the sand. This will cause the sand to disperse in 
certain areas. Try different squeeze pressures. Light squeezing 
will cause the sand to move very faintly. If you squeeze the air 
from the Squiggle Pipette abruptly and hard, the air will cause 
the sand to disperse quickly.

Tip: You can use Squiggle Pipettes to spell letters in the 
sand. Just drag the spout end of the pipette through the sand.

DOT PAINTING:

The back of the Squiggle Pipette features a small handle or 
bulb at the end. The bulb can be 
used as a painting tool! Dip the 
end of the Squiggle Pipette into a 
bowl of paint. Use the bulb to dab 
colorful paint dots onto a sheet of 
paper. 

Tip: First draw the outline for 
the illustration. Use light pencil to 
create the outline. Younger 
students can follow the outline 
with the dot painting Squiggle 
Pipette. Press gently as you follow 
the outline with the dots. Use a 
paper towel to wipe the paint off 
the Squiggle Pipette before 

dipping into another paint bowl. 

GELATIN INJECTIONS:

For this activity, you need to purchase several packets of 
gelatin. Tip: Coat the sides of your mixing bowl with oil to keep 
the gelatin from sticking. This will make it easier to remove the 
gelatin later. Mix the gelatin powder with cold water and then 
add hot water according to the packet instructions. Let the 
mixture sit inside the mixing bowl and place in a refrigerator. 
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Chill for at least 30 minutes. When the gelatin is firm and jelly-
like, remove it from the refrigerator.  

Set out sheets of newspaper across a flat workstation. 
Remove the gelatin from the mixing bowl and place in the 
center of the workstation. Tip: You can scrape around the edge 
of the bowl with a knife if the gelatin is sticking to the sides. 
Alternatively, run the bowl under hot water. 

Surround the workstation with bowls of paint. Allow a 
maximum of five students to work on a gelatin block at a time. 
Hand Squiggle Pipettes to each student and instruct them to 
draw in paint from the paint bowls. Insert the Squiggle Pipettes 
into the gelatin block and squeeze out all the paint. The pipettes 
will color the inside of the gelatin. Mix two colors together and 
watch the colors blend together!

USE THE SQUIGGLE PIPETTES WITH THESE PRODUCTS:

The Squiggle Pipettes 
can be used as a painting 
tool with stencils! Try our 
R5621 Rangoli Mega 
Stencils—the beautiful 
designs are inspired by folk 
art of India! Place the stencils 
over a sheet of paper. Fill the 
Squiggle Pipettes with 
tempera paint and hold the 
pipette over the stencil. 

Squeeze the pipette to release the paint so that it covers the 
stencil and fills the spaces in between. 

Once you have filled the sheet of paper with paint, remove 
the stencils to reveal beautiful designs! Spray different colors 
over the stencils to add colorful layers.  

Try our 24910 Color Diffusing Paper Lace Circles! Squiggle 
Pipettes can be used to spread paint onto the lace circles. These 
versatile circles are useful for a number of different projects. 
Once the lace circles are colored in, spray the paper with warm 

water. This will make the paint colors diffuse throughout the 
paper. Wait for the lace circles to dry. To make a flower, roll the 
circles into cones and secure with green pipe cleaners. Spread 
out the edges of the cones to make petals.  

Visit us at LittleFingersBigArt.com for more crafty ideas! 

Keep up to date on great ideas for classroom art and 
activities. Sign up on our blog to receive new post alerts every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday throughout the school year! 
Visit LittleFingersBigArt.com and enter your email on the right-
hand side of the menu. We will send you an email to confirm 
your subscription and get you started on your crafting journey! 


