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Mardi Gras Color Diffusing
Fold-Up Masks

We’ve printed 10 different mask designs inspired 
by traditional Mardi Gras masks onto special color 
diffusing paper. Use this paper with liquid watercolor 
paint or water-based markers. The colors will mix and flow 
to produce interesting effects.

To paint the paper, roughly cut out the images you 
will use for your mask. Note: you can mix and match 
components. It is important to plan your mask because 
there may be more than one mask image per sheet of 
color diffusing paper. Lay the pieces onto a paint tray or 
several sheets of newspaper to protect your work surface. 
Drip some liquid watercolor paint on and watch the colors 
flow. Tip: because the colors will mix, it is a good idea to 
work with only two or three colors—too many colors will 
result in brown masks!

To add even more interest to your mask, sprinkle a 
little salt over the mask before dripping on the paint. The 
salt will dissolve and add subtle star-burst highlights. You 
can add details with crayon before painting. The crayon 
will resist the paint and the detail will appear on the 
finished artwork.

If you are using markers, color in the areas using as 
many different colored markers as you like. Once 
complete, spritz the sheet with a little water from a spray 
bottle, The water will help the marker to blend and 
“bleed” to produce a beautiful effect.

While waiting for the paper to dry, fold up and tape 
the masks. Each student can pick the color of mask he or 
she likes. Note: there are two colors per mask; fold up the 
mask with the color you prefer facing out. Start with the 
nose. Fold up the nose along the center perforation. 
Bring the two tabs below the nose together until they just 
touch. Tape in place. To form the chin, bring the two tabs 
together under the mouth until they touch and tape in 
place. For the cheeks, bring in the two edges of the darts 
until they touch and tape in place. Repeat with the three 
remaining darts until the mask is fully formed. Note: the 
darts must be securely taped to hold them in place. Use 
additional tape as necessary. Tip: to wear the mask, 
thread one pipe cleaner through one hole at the side of 
the mask. Wrap the pipe cleaner around the edge of the 
mask and twist in place. Repeat with a second pipe 
cleaner and the other hole. Bend the pipe cleaners so 
they resemble the arms of eye glasses and wrap around 
ears.

Once completely dry, cut out the painted images. Add 
extra detail  with gel pen, markers or glitter glue before 
gluing onto the masks.
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