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Alphabet Sticks

Learn your letters! Literacy skills are essential to future 
educational  development. Give children the confidence they 
need to build on their knowledge of letters and letter sounds. 
Starting from the basics by learning the letters of the alphabet 
helps increase cognitive thinking when the time comes to string 
the letters together in a word. Not just to be used as flashcards, 
the Alphabet Sticks can be used in a variety of different ways 
without the hassle of preparing resources at home. Identify 
vowels and consonants and learn the difference between upper 
and lowercase letters. String several letters together to make 
words or use the Alphabet Sticks as response cards for 
pronunciation. The perfect resource for young children to learn 
the letters of the alphabet! 

Designed to be comfortable for little hands, the plastic 
Alphabet Sticks are completely washable. To wipe the Alphabet 
Sticks clean, use a damp towel with a bit of soap or an 
antibacterial wipe. With over 90 alphabet cards provided, you will 
need a handy way of keeping everything organized. We have 
included an exclusive Roylco plastic 
jar to store all 96 of the Alphabet 
Sticks. Make clean up easier for 
you and your students! 

Alphabet Sticks have lots of 
uses in teaching children to learn 
their letters. We've doubled up on 
some letters to make spelling 
words easier. Every letter appears 
at least twice in the set. Some 
letters, such as the popular vowel 
“E” appear more than 5 times can 
be used repeatedly in a word or a 
name.   

Learning the difference 
between vowels and consonants 
are important to know how vowels 
work with consonants and vice 
versa. In many words, both vowels 
and consonants manipulate the 
ways that other consonants and 
vowels sound! Think of the 
differences between the words 
“at” and “eat,” “wag” and “wage” 
or “tree” and “three.” To help 
students visualize these 
pronunciation changes, it helps to 
hold up the Alphabet Sticks in 
order then remove a letter to 
change its overall pronunciation. 
Vowels are printed in red while 
consonants are printed in blue, 
making it easier for students to 
point out differences between the 
letters. 

Flip each Alphabet Stick around to get the upper or 
lowercase version. Uppercase letters are used to help signify the 

start of a sentence or the start of a name. Lowercase letters are 
the basic letters that are used frequently in a sentence. Every 
letter has both an uppercase and lowercase version.   

This guide will give you inspiration for fun and engaging 
games to play with children. Literacy skills are proven to 
develop more quickly through repetition and by using novel 
resources. With the Alphabet Sticks your students will learn to 
spell out words, names or guess the missing letter!

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• Learn letter recognition and sequencing

• Build fluency to evaluate texts and elicit meaning

• Apply basic knowledge to grasp language conventions, 
pronunciation, wording and structure

• Use a combination of verbal, written and visual language  

• Play literacy games to improve comprehension

• Learn about vowels and consonants

• Sort letters by ABC’s or into vowels and consonants

• Combine letters to form words based on similar colors

• Learn how to use uppercase and lowercase letters

• Learn letter sounds and their use in various words

• Spell out words, names and learn the complete alphabet

• Identify colors

• Develop essential basic skills to learn to read and write

• Interact with peers to build comprehension

Alphabet Sticks are a complete set of letter-learning tools 
designed to help students understand how the alphabet works 
in conjunction with a variety of fun activities. The Alphabet 
Sticks are designed to be open-ended so you can use them 
with the activities suggested in this guide, adapt their use in 
other versions or make new games of your own!

The best way to use the Alphabet Sticks to their full 
potential is to play literacy games that emphasize gross motor 
skills. When students become actively involved in their activity 
through physical movement such as jumping, clapping, sorting 
or waving, whether individually or in groups, they are more 
able to retain the information. Encourage physical activity while 
spelling words and names; play group games that allow 
children to discuss and examine the different letters.

To start from the basics using the Alphabet Sticks, begin 
with recognition exercises. Place the jar of Alphabet Sticks 
beside you during circle time. Find the letter A and hold it up 
for all the students to see. Introduce the letter by talking about 
its attributes such as saying that the letter A makes the sound 
“ah” or “ay.” Hint: We’ve provided multiples of certain letters. 
Popular letters such as vowels are multiplied several times.  
Pass the Alphabet Sticks with the same letter around so that 
children can practice saying the letter and visualizing what it 
looks like. Flip the Alphabet Sticks around to get the lowercase 
or uppercase versions of each letter. This will come in handy 

Printed in Canada
Made in Canada

www.roylco.com

©                  2012

Canada:
30 Northland Road, Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 1Y1

USA:
PO Box 13409 Anderson, SC 29624



No. 49501

Alphabet Sticks

©          2012

..../2

later on. You can combine the letters with worksheets and other 
printables to reinforce letter knowledge.

Once children have a good grasp of the letter itself, engage 
the entire class in brainstorming different words that begin with 
that letter. 

Once students are familiar with individual letters, ask them 
to arrange the Alphabet Sticks in sequence. Divide the total set 
of Alphabet sticks into two alphabets. There should be enough 
sticks to make two complete sets of 26 letters. Divide your class 
into two groups and give the Alphabet Sticks to the students. 
They can arrange them left to right starting with the letter A and 
ending with the letter Z. Encourage all students to take part in 
the activity. Once they have all the letters in sequence, hand out 
crayons or markers and sheets of paper. Each student can select 
one letter and draw a picture of something that starts with that 
same letter. Place the picture beneath the corresponding 
Alphabet Stick. Repeat for other letters until all the letters are 
matched with illustrations. 

Sing alphabet songs using the Alphabet Sticks! Wave the 
Alphabet Sticks around when you sing about a specific letter.  

Hand a small selection of Alphabet Sticks to your students 
and ask them to lay their Alphabet Stick beside something they 
find in the classroom that starts with that letter. If they can’t find 
anything, ask him or her to think of a word that starts with that 
particular letter. When everyone has located at least one item, 
go around the room and have each child explain what it is they 
found and what sound the letter makes in that word.     

To understand how uppercase and lowercase letters work, 
play a fun match-up game! Divide the number of your students 
in half and find as many letters. Pick out two copies of each 
letter to get the total number of students in your class. 

During circle time, divide your students into two groups. 
Give students a brief overview about uppercase and lowercase 
letters. While holding up one of the Alphabet Sticks, show one 
side and explain that the letter produces the same sounds but 
looks different on the other side. 

If you would like to discuss the purpose of uppercase letters, 
such as explaining that they begin sentences and start off a 
name or an important word, feel free to do so. Tell students that 
you will be handing them one Alphabet Stick each. They must 
hold it firm so that only one side, the uppercase or lowercase 
letter, is showing. 

Start with one group; give every student one Alphabet Stick 
with the uppercase letter showing. Once all students from one 
group have their Alphabet Sticks, they must stay together in their 
group until the second group has received all their Alphabet 
Sticks in lowercase. Once everyone has an Alphabet Stick, tell 
the students that they may now mingle with the opposite group 
and try to locate the student with the letter that matches theirs 
(either uppercase or lowercase).      

Below we have provided a list of the literacy games you can 
combine with Alphabet Sticks. Try one game at the beginning of 
each literacy class or incorporate them into circle time sessions. 
Organize the games by your class’s level of progression. We’ve 
included suggested prerequisites in order for students to 
understand how to play each game. For instance, if your 
students are still learning the alphabet, play the basic alphabet 
games at the beginning of the list. If your students are already 
learning short words, play the games that are featured near the 
end of the guide list.  

ALPHABET LINE-UP:

For this activity, students must have a working 
knowledge of the name for each letter of the alphabet and 
should be starting to learn the alphabet sequence by heart.

This activity works for large groups of kids. Combine 
classes if needed or use our alternate suggestion at the end of 
the description to get the most potential out of the game. Give 
each child one Alphabet Stick until all students can make up 
the complete alphabet. If you have more than 26 children in 
your class, first ensure that all students have the letters A-Z 
then start the alphabet sequence all over again with the 
remaining students. 

Tell the students that there are two parts to this activity. The 
first part is the learning and lining up stage. All students will 
look at his or her own Alphabet Stick and determine in what 
part of the alphabet the letter belongs. Once they have a clear 
idea of where the letter goes, students can start lining up from 
the letter A at the front of the classroom to the letter Z at the 
back. Tip: To ensure that all students have some time to figure 
out where they belong in the sequence, take the letter A and 
call it the teacher’s letter. That way, you will start the line-up so 
that one student isn’t already finished their part in the game. 
Let all students have a chance to find their place before 
discussing the second part of the game.   

Once everyone has lined up in sequence, instruct your 
students to turn sideways so that all students are facing one 
side of the classroom. Ask them to review their ABCs in song. 
Sing the ABC song several times. Afterwards, tell students that 
each of them will be required to say the name of their letter in 
sequence starting from the letter A. Hold up the Alphabet Stick 
when you say the name of the letter. When you say the letter A, 
the next student in line (holding B) will say B and hold up their 
Alphabet Stick, the next student will say C and hold up their 
Alphabet Stick and so on.  

Alternatively, if you have less than 26 students in your 
class, you may give a student two letters in sequence rather 
than one. They would have to say both letters aloud and would 
have to determine in which order both go. Otherwise, hold up 
the remaining Alphabet Sticks in sequence and get the entire 
class to say the letters aloud as they go. 

NAMES AND LETTERS:

For this activity, students must know each letter of the 
alphabet and be able to spell their first names.     

This activity can be used at the start of the year as a great 
way to introduce children to one another. 

Reach inside the Alphabet Stick jar and hold up a random 
Alphabet Stick in front of the class. Let students call out the 
letter. When children identify the letter they must stand up if 
their name starts with or contains that letter. Everyone in the 
class must evaluate whether or not the students have that letter 
in their name. 

Alternatively, separate your students into 4 or 5 groups. 
Each group must pick one person at a time to have their names 
spelled out by the Alphabet Sticks. Give each group an 
assortment of letters to pick from. Each group can spend some 
time spelling each person’s name using the Alphabet Sticks. 
Tip: Children may need to borrow one or two Alphabet Sticks 
from another group. When a name has been spelled out, the 
group must say the letters aloud together.         

MYSTERY LETTER:

For this activity, students must know how to sequence 
letters into three or four letter words. 
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Select one letter for each student in the class. Choose 
common letters or all vowels or all consonants from the set of 
Alphabet Sticks. There are 32 vowels and 64 consonants in total 
so you will be able to select all of the students’ letter sticks from 
either vowels or consonants. You can double up on some letters. 

Evaluate the Alphabet Sticks you have chosen and on your 
own, devise words that contain some or all of those letters. 
Brainstorm simple three or four-letter words such as “hat” or 
“ball” and make a list of about 20 words so that each child is 
guaranteed a chance at playing. Tip: Circle all the letters in the 
words that match the letter sticks you plan to give the students. 
This way, you can keep track of which ones you will need to 
blank out. Once you have your list, write out the words on the 
board or on a flip-chart and leave your chosen letters blank. 
Write an underscore in place of where the mystery letters are 
supposed to go.  

When handing out each Alphabet Stick to your students, 
explain to them that each letter represents a specific part of the 
word. Without one letter, a word may become a different word 
or may not even be a word at all! If the word is “cat” and you 
take away the “a” it becomes “ct” which doesn’t mean anything 
without the “a.” If possible, go through a small amount of the 
words together to prepare the students for the rest of the game. 

Show a word with a missing letter and instruct students to 
look at their Alphabet Sticks. If they have the missing letter, they 
must hold it up high for the class to see. Are they correct? Some 
words may have more than one answer. For instance, if a word 
looks like this “H_T” students with the letters A, I, O and U may 
put up their Alphabet Sticks. If the word looks like this: “_AT” 
students with the letters B, C, E, H and others may put up their 
Alphabet Sticks. When more than one student has their Alphabet 
Sticks up, point to each student and ask them to sound out the 
word they have made with their Alphabet Stick.    

LETTER SCRAMBLE:

For this activity, students must have an intermediate 
knowledge of how to organize letters into words and must 
be able to recall the spelling of three and four letter words 
by heart.

Divide your students into groups of three or four. Give each 
group of students about 10-12 randomized Alphabet Sticks. Mix 
up the Alphabet Sticks so that they include vowels and 
consonants. 

Each group of students must try to make a word from the 
Alphabet Sticks provided. Provide students with paper and 
pencils to record all of their findings.

Alphabet Sticks inspire new ways of building literacy in 
children. Experiment with different learning styles and use the 
Alphabet Sticks to their full potential! Start developing a solid 
foundation for literacy growth early on! 

   


