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Tube Crafts

Roll up colorful craft tubes! You don't have to collect bath 
tissue tubes for tube crafts any longer! These tube crafts are 
printed with bright full colors on both sides for all kinds of 
awesome projects. 

In this guide, we've included instructions on how to make a 
variety of easy to challenging projects. We've listed the difficulty 
levels beside the project names. This will help indicate the 
appropriate level for your classroom craft activity!  

Everything you need to make fantastic tube craft projects is 
available in this pack. The tubes come in a variety of fun, 
double-sided colors. One side of the tube is glossy while the 
opposite side is matte.

 Decide which side you want to use, then roll the tube to 
show that particular side. Just add the details! The tubes are flat 
but feature slots and tabs to help connect the edges of the 
double-sided sheets into cylinders. 

The pre-cut printed card shapes will roll into tubes with a 
diameter of about 2” (5 cm). The tubes reach 5.5” (14 cm) in 
height but can be shortened by cutting off the ends of the 
tubes. First loosen the slots in the tube sheets. To secure the 
edges of the tubes, roll the edge with the tabs towards the 
opposite edge with the slots. Slide the tabs into the slots and 
secure. 

Combine the tubes with collage materials! Use our 
decorative papers to add color and pattern to the tube shapes. 
Pipe cleaners are great for adding antennae and other fun 
accessories to tube crafts. Use construction paper for cutting out 
facial features and hair. 

Tissue paper makes a great material for making flower 
petals, butterfly wings and more! Decorate the tube crafts with 
markers to add details. Tape or glue the different materials onto 
the tubes. 

Use our project ideas to create animals, vehicles, plants, 
jewelry and more! Help students develop their social skills while 
making tube crafts together.  

Visit LittleFingersBigArt.com for more crafty ideas!

Curriculum Relevance

• Discover and combine new mediums

• Develop fine motor skills 

• Experiment with tube design

• Explore self-expression with tube crafts

• Create thematic crafts

• Try out different project difficulties

• Encourage group work while making craft projects

This guide features instructions on how to make the 
following: Butterfly, piglet, swan, owl, wristwatch, princess and 
octopus. You can use the tubes to make a variety of different 
projects. Be creative with your projects! A great place to find 
resources is on our blog website, LittleFingersBigArt.com. Submit 

your creative tube projects to our blog for a chance to be 
featured on one of our blog posts!

BUTTERFLY (Easy):

Materials: 1 tube, 1 sheet of decorative paper (such as 
R15263 Tie Dye Paper or decorate your own R15213 Color 
Diffusing Paper), tape, pipe cleaners, markers, pencil and 
scissors.

1. Roll the tube and secure the 
edges with tape. 

2. Fold the sheet of decorative paper in 
half. Draw a wing shape onto one half of 
the paper, using the fold line as the center 
for the wing. 

3. Cut out the wing. Unfold the wing 
shape and cut along the fold line to 
separate the wings in two. 

4. Tape the paper wings to either side 
of the tube. 

5. Fold a length of pipe cleaner in half. 
Twist each end of the pipe cleaner with a 
pencil.  

6. Tape the center of the pipe cleaner 
to the inside of the tube. 
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7. Use a marker to decorate the 
butterfly's face onto the tube. 

OWL (Easy):

Materials: 1 tube, assorted colors of construction paper or 
decorative paper, markers, tape and scissors. 

1. Roll the tube and secure the edges 
with tape. 

2. Slightly press the top half of the tube 
to flatten the sides.

3. Locate the top edge of the tube and 
press the edge down towards the center of 
the tube opening. Locate the edge 
opposite the folded side and repeat. 

4. The flattened edges will create a 
crescent shape, which will be the top of the 
owl's head. The two points formed on 
either side will be the owl's ears. 

5. Fold a sheet of paper in half. Mark 
two points at a distance of 1” (2.5 cm) away 
from each other on the fold line. Connect 
the two dots by drawing a large circle.   

6. Cut along your drawn circle line. 
Unfold the resulting piece. This will be 
used around the owl's eyes. Paste the 
peanut-shaped piece horizontally across 
the tube. Position the piece below the 
center of the owl's ears. 

7. Cut two circles out of white paper 
and paste in the center of each circle. Cut 
out another circle to make the owl's belly. 
Cut out a small diamond shape for the 
beak. Cut out two large teardrop shapes for 
the owl's wings. Paste all the pieces onto 
the tube. 

WRISTWATCH (Easy):

Materials: 1 tube, construction paper, tape and scissors.

1. Cut the tube about ½” (1 cm) 
below the slot and tab from the top edge. 

2. Flatten out the tube. Draw a circle 
in the center of the tube to make a watch. 
Add details such as the watch hands and 
numbers written around the edge of the 
circle. 

3. To wear the watch, wrap the 
flattened tube around your wrist and 
secure the tab into the slot.  

OCTOPUS (Intermediate):

Materials: 1 tube, white paper, black marker, colorful paper 
scraps, scissors, pencil and tape. 

1. Start from the bottom of the flat tube 
and cut halfway up. About ½” (1 cm) apart 
from the first cut, make a second cut 
halfway up the tube. The ½” (1 cm) strip 
will make one of the octopus's tentacles. 

2. To make the octopus tentacles, make 
a third cut about a ¼” (0.5 cm) away from 
the second cut and remove this section. 

3. Make each octopus tentacle about half an inch wide, 
and separated from each other by ¼” (0.5 cm). This will make 
an equal number of eight tentacles all the way around the 
tube. Roll the tube and secure the edges with tape.

4. Use a pencil to curl the end of each 
octopus tentacle up towards the body.  

5. Cut out two large circles from white 
construction paper to make the eyes. Cut a 
third smaller circle from another piece of 
paper to make the mouth (use colorful 
paper). 
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6. Paste the eyes onto the octopus 
body. Draw the pupils with black 
marker.

7. Paste the mouth onto the 
octopus body. Draw the octopus's lips 
with black marker.

8. Draw details on the octopus's 
body and tentacles with the marker. 

PIGLET (Intermediate):

Materials: 1 tube, construction paper, markers, scissors and 
tape. 

1. Cut the flattened tube in half. 
Make sure a slot and tab is in the center 
of the tube as you cut.

2. On one end, cut ½” (1 cm) apart 
from each edge. Cut about 2” (5 cm) 
up the tube. Repeat for the opposite 
side of the tube. These will form the 
pig's legs. Form the tube again by 
connecting the slot and the tab. 

3. Stretch out the piglet's legs. Cut 
a small triangle into each strip to make 
the piglet's hooves. Optional: Color the 
hooves black.

4. Use the remaining tube scraps to 
cut out a piglet-shaped head. Cut two 
small circles from white construction 
paper and a third small circle from pink 
construction paper to make the eyes and 
nose. Glue onto the piglet head and add 
in details with marker.

5. Cut two small strips of paper, 
about ½” (1 cm) wide by 1½” (4 cm) 
long. Take one of the strips and fold in 
half. Glue the first half of the strip to the 
back of the piglet head. Tape the second 
half of the strip to the inside of the 
piglet's body. 

6. Use the second strip of paper to 
make the tail. Tape one end of the tail 
to the inside of the piglet's body. Curl 
the rest of the tail with a pair of blunt 
scissors or by wrapping the paper 
around a pencil.   

FLOWER (Intermediate):

Materials: 1 tube, tissue paper, construction paper, tape 
and scissors.

1. Roll the tube and secure the 
edges. The tube will form the flower 
stem. 

2. Cut two large leaf shapes out of 
construction paper and tape to the 
sides of the flower stem. 

3. Layer several sheets of tissue 
paper together and cut out 5 individual 
flower petal shapes. Tape the flower 
petal shapes around the inside of the 
tube edge. Space the petals at equal 
intervals.  

4. Next, wrap a Styrofoam ball in 
yellow tissue paper and tape the 
bottoms to secure. Tip: In place of 
Styrofoam, use a crumpled roll of 
newspaper. 

5. Place the wrapped tissue ball in 
the center of the flower petals. Flip the 
flower tube craft to the underside and 
pull the ends of the tissue ball to the 
sides of the tube. Secure with tape. 
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SWAN (Difficult):

Materials: 1 tube, scissors, 
markers. 

1. Draw a line about 2” (5 cm) 
from the bottom of the flattened tube 
and continue all the way around the 
tube to make the midpoint line. This 
will mark the position for where you 

should draw the swan's tail, wings and neck. 

2. Draw a feathery tail above the point where the slot and 
tab join. Start your drawing from the line you drew previously. 

3. Draw the swan's wings on the sides of the tube. Start from 
the midpoint line. 

4. Draw the swan's neck and head at the front of the tube as 
if it is looking straight up. Start from the midpoint line. 

5. Cut out the details for the 
swan. Note: Do not cut past the 
midpoint line.

6. Draw on details such as the 
swan's eyes and beak.

7. Roll up the tube and secure the 
slots and tabs together. 

8. Use the blunt edge of a pair of 
scissors to curl the swan's wings, tail 
and neck outwards from the tube to 
add dimension. 

PRINCESS (Difficult):

Materials: 1 tube, scissors, 
construction paper in various colors, 
markers, glue.

1. Lay the tube flat. Locate the 
bottom edge and fold it 1/3 of the way 
up the tube. 

2. Unfold the bottom edge. Make a 
second fold halfway between the first 
fold and the bottom edge. Unfold and 
make a third fold about ¼” (0.5 cm) 
below the second fold. 

3. Continue holding the fold in 
place while making small vertical cuts 
up into the tube. Be careful not to cut 
through the bottom edge of the tube. 
Space the cuts at about a ½” (1 cm) 
apart across the width of the tube. 
These cuts will form the princess's skirt.

4. Release the fold and roll up 
the tube. Secure the edges together 
with tape. 

5. Cut a rectangle about 10 x 2” 
(25.5 x 5 cm) from a sheet of yellow 
paper. Fold the rectangle in half. Start 
from the fold line and draw half the 
shape of a crown. Draw a straight 
line after the first several points to 

make the crown band. Cut along the image and unfold. 

6. Cut a rectangle about 10 x 4” 
(25.5 x 10 cm) from a sheet of 
construction paper to make the 
princess's hair. Fold the rectangle 
horizontally in half and make vertical 
cuts about ¾ of the way up the 
rectangle. Unfold the rectangle and 
temporarily wrap around the tube. 
Trim several of the vertical cuts to 
make bangs for the princess's hair.

    

7. Next, make the princess's face. 
Cut a strip of paper about 10 x 2½” 
(25.5 x 6.5 cm) from a sheet of 
construction paper to make the 
princess's face. Find the center of the 
rectangle and from this point, cut a V-
shape ¾” (2 cm) into the paper. At the 
point where the V stops, cut a straight 
line all the way around the rectangle 
to the other side of the V. Wrap the 
rectangle around the top edge of the 
tube. This will make the princess's 
face. The V will make a collar from the 
princess's body. Paste it down. Add 
details with markers!

8. Cut a strip of paper 10 x ¼” (25.5 x 0.5 cm). Wrap around 
the center of the tube above the skirt line and paste down. This 

will make the princess's belt. Draw 
details with markers. 

9. Next, paste the princess's hair 
on top of the face. Align the hair so 
that the bangs rest on top of the face. 

Use the blunt edge of a pair of 
scissors to curl the strands of hair 
outwards from the tube body. 
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10. Finally, paste on the crown. Center 
the middle point of the crown with the 
rest of the princess's tube body and 
secure with tape. 

Tube crafts are open-ended enough for students to 
experiment with and are versatile enough to be used for any 
craft project! 

USE TUBE CRAFTS WITH THESE PRODUCTS:

Add our R3332 Peel & Stick Making Faces to the Tube Crafts 
to make your own Tube Craft Buddy! Secure the edges of a 
single tube and stick the various facial features onto the tube. 
Talk about emotions and different ways that people express their 
emotions through their facial features. Turn that frown upside-
down! Experiment with the placement of the versatile lines. 
Rotate or flip the features to make a variety of different 
expressions. Cut strips of tissue paper to make hair and paste to 
the inside of the tube. Tip: Paste one face onto the tube. On the 
opposite side, paste a completely different arrangement of facial 
features. 

Try this great idea to make a classroom banner with Tube 
Crafts! Hand each student a tube to work on and provide them 
with R15632 Lovely Letters to spell out and paste their names 
onto the craft tubes. Provide a variety of decorative collage 
pieces such as R15651 Fabric Mosaics or R2138 Felt Shapes. Glue 
the shapes onto the craft tubes with white glue. Use a length of 
ribbon or string and string each of the students' personalized 
tubes through the string. Hang up across the classroom like a 
student garland!

Visit us at LittleFingersBigArt.com for more crafty ideas! 

Keep up to date on great ideas for classroom art and 
activities. Sign up on our blog to receive new post alerts every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday throughout the school year! Visit 
LittleFingersBigArt.com and enter your email on the right-hand 
side of the menu. We will send you an email to confirm your 
subscription and get you started on your crafting journey! 

  


