
EDUCATION
SUPPLY
ACTIVITY

No. 22004

Sockles

Specially designed socks are bundles of fun and the perfect 
size for easy yet wonderful craft projects. 

Learn how to make a sock puppet puppy, a cuddly octopus, 
a cool snowman, a plush bunny, a caterpillar, animal track 
slippers, a warming bean bag and colorful fish in this 
comprehensive guide! Use the guide to help students pick a 
favorite activity and create their own unique sock project. 

Sock projects are perfect for engaging students' creativity 
and inspiring new project ideas! Hand out a variety of collage 
materials that you have available in your craft closet. Provide the 
materials in plastic bowls to make it easier for students to gather 
and apply the materials to their sock projects. 

Before you decorate your Sockles with collage materials, 
decide if you want to paint them. Make your Sockles colorful! 
Tip: Paint your Sockles with thicker paint such as tempera. Note: 
Watercolor paint does not color as well as thick paint. To paint 
the Sockles evenly, clip one end of the Sockles tight to 
cardboard and paint the rest of the Sockles with a paint brush or 
foam brush. Turn the Sockles over and paint the second side. 
Wait one day for the Sockles to dry.

Once the paint is dry, use glitter glue to draw swirls, dots, 
lines and other decorative elements onto the Sockles. 
Alternatively, use markers to make details on the Sockles. Draw 
faces or patterned details onto the Sockle plush toys! 

Fill the inside with rice, beans or sand about halfway to 
three-quarters inside the Sockles. Tie off the open end of the 
Sockles with an elastic band or sew the opening shut with a safe 
sewing needle and thread. 

Cut felt or foam pieces into a variety of shapes to attach to 
the Sockles! Sew on buttons with colorful yarn! Fill the Sockles 
with rice, beans or sand. Press pipe cleaners into the sides of 
the stuffed Sockle to make limbs for animals or antennae for 
bugs. Tip: White glue does not work well with Sockles. Use 
double-sided type to attach felt or craft foam. Alternatively, sew 
on Roylco's R2131 Bright Buttons with safe R5601 Plastic Lacing 
Needles.    

Follow the detailed instructional guide to make puppets, 
animals, hand covers, plush toys and more! The project ideas 
can be adapted with whatever collage materials you have in your 
craft closet. 

Combine project ideas together with innovative materials to 
make creative craft projects!

CURRICULUM RELEVANCE:

• Make diverse craft projects

• Combine multiple materials

• Develop fine motor skills 

• Inspire creativity

• Incorporate literacy activities into craft projects  

• Encourage open-ended project ideas

There are two parts to the Sockles: The main ankle to toe 
part, which we'll call the instep. The remainder of the Sockles is 
called the lined cuff. Most of the projects require that the 
Sockles are stuffed up with a kind of filling such as rice, beans, 
cotton balls, or shredded tissue paper. Use thicker and heavier 
materials to fill the Sockles if the project requires the filling to 
be used as weights. Use lighter materials to fill the Sockles to 
add shape to the project. 

CUDDLY OCTOPUS:

Optional: Paint the Sockles completely. Wait for the first 
layer of paint to dry before adding colorful details such as 
spots.

Materials: Stuffing, 1 elastic band, scissors, double-sided 
tape or hot glue, white and black craft foam, markers, paint.

1. Fill the inside of one Sockle 
with rice, scrunched tissue paper or 
cotton balls. Fill up the Sockle to the 
center. 

2. Tie an elastic band around 
the point between the instep and 
the cuff. The filled part of the 
Sockle will make up the octopus's 
head.

3. Use scissors to cut 
tentacles for the octopus. Cut 8 
equal strips straight up along the 
cuff towards the elastic band. 
Leave a bit of slack between the 
cut and the elastic band. 

4. Cut two large circles out of white craft foam. Cut two 
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smaller circles out of black craft foam. Glue the black circles onto 
the white circles. These will make the octopus's eyes. 

5. Put a small amount of hot 
glue onto the backs of the white 
circles. Paste onto the front of the 
octopus face. 

6. Use a black marker to draw the 
octopus's smile. Add spots to the 
octopus's head with markers.

CRAWLY CATERPILLAR:

Materials: Stuffing, 5 elastic bands, pipe cleaners, markers, 
scissors.

1. Fill the entire Sockle with 
scrunched tissue paper or cotton 
balls. Tie the very end of the 
Sockle with an elastic band.

2. Separate the stuffed part 
of the Sockle into 5 equal parts. 
Separate each part with the 
remaining 4 elastic bands. This is 
the caterpillar's body.

3. Draw a face at the end of 
the caterpillar body. Use a black 
marker.

4. Cut a single length of pipe 
cleaner in half. The two smaller 
pipe cleaners will be used to 
make the antennae. Curl the 
ends of the antennae. Tip: Use a 
pencil to spiral the pipe cleaner 
ends. Insert the ends of the 
antennae pipe cleaners into the 
top of the caterpillar's head. 

5. Take 2 pipe cleaners and cut 
both and half. You will now have 
four smaller pipe cleaners. These 
will be used for the caterpillar's 
legs.

6. Flip over the caterpillar body. 
Locate the first section of the 
caterpillar's body after its head. 
Pinch the underside of the first 
section and wrap the center of one 
of the pipe cleaner legs around the 
cloth. Twist the pipe cleaner to 
secure it to the caterpillar body. 
Repeat for the remaining three 
sections of the caterpillar body. 

FLUFFY BUNNY:

Materials: Heavy and light stuffing, 2 elastic bands, 
scissors, markers, cotton balls. 

1. Fill ¾ of the Sockle instep 
with heavier stuffing such as 
beans, sand or rice. This will form 
the bunny's body. 

2. Tie off the stuffed half of the 
instep with an elastic band. 

3. Fill the remaining ¼ of the 
instep with lighter stuffing, such as 
cotton balls or shredded tissue 
paper. Tie off the end of the bunny 
head with an elastic band. 

4. Cut off the top rim of the 
Sockles cuff. 

5. Cut a bunny ear out of one 
side of the cuff; cut the second ear 
out of the other side. 

6. Use markers to draw the 
bunny's face. Use pink marker to 
color the bunny's inner ear. 

SOCK PUPPET PUPPY:

Materials: Brown, red and black felt pieces, markers, yarn, 
hole-punch and Plastic Lacing Needles. 

1. Cut a wide-heart shape out of 
the black felt piece. This will be the 
sock puppet puppy's nose. 
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2. Cut two large teardrop shapes out 
of the brown felt piece. These will be the 
sock puppet puppy's ears.

3. Cut one small teardrop shape out 
of the red felt piece. This will be the sock 
puppet puppy's tongue.

4. Lay the Sockle flat. Use brown or 
black marker to draw two eyes at the 
middle of the instep. 

5. Thread a length of yarn through 
the eye of Roylco's R5602 Plastic Lacing 
Needle. Knot the end of the length of 
yarn. Place the black foam nose at the 
end of the Sockle toe. Hole-punch two 
holes into the black nose. This will make 
it easier to thread the yarn through. 

Sew the yarn through the black 
nose and the cloth. Turn the Sockle 
inside out and tie the ends of the 
thread to secure. 

6. Turn the Sockle cloth back 
outside. Turn the Sockle over to the 
underside. Mark a point just above the 
heel. This is where you'll place the 
tongue. Punch two holes vertically at 
the base of the tongue. Sew the yarn 
through the tongue and the cloth. Turn 
the Sockle inside out and tie the ends of 
the thread to secure.

7. Locate the sides of the Sockle to 
sew on the ears. Hole-punch two holes 
side by side at the smaller end of the 
ear piece. Sew the ears onto the sides of 
the Sockle puppet. Tie the ends of the 
thread to secure. 

COOL SNOWMAN:

Materials: Heavy and light stuffing, 3 elastic bands, pipe 
cleaner, markers.  

1. Fill ¾ of the instep with rice, beans 
or sand. Tie the end off with an elastic 
band.

2. Fill the remaining section of the 
instep with cotton balls or shredded 
tissue paper. Tie off with an elastic band. 

3. Fill half of the Sockle cuff with 
cotton balls or shredded tissue paper. Tie 
off with an elastic band. This will make 
the snowman's head. You should have 
about half of the cuff remaining. Roll it 
inside-out over the snowman's head to 
make the snowman's hat.

4. Use markers to draw details onto 
the snowman, such as his coal and carrot 
face, and his buttons. Color in the 
snowman's hat too!

5. Cut a length of pipe cleaner into 
three parts. Cut one part of the pipe 
cleaner into two halves. Use the two 
longer lengths of the pipe cleaner as 
snowman's arms. Use the smaller lengths 
to make the branch-like fingers. Insert the 
arms into either side of the snowman 
body.

WARMING BEAN BAG

Materials: Beans/rice stuffing, 1 elastic band.

Optional: Markers to decorate.

1. Fill the entire Sockle with beans or 
rice.
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2. Secure the end with an elastic band.

3. Microwave the bean bag for 
15-20 seconds on HIGH to turn the 
bean bag into a soothing heating 
pad! Warning: To prevent skin 
irritation and possible burns, do not 
overheat the bean bag.

ANIMAL TRACK SLIPPERS

Materials: Sockle, markers

1. Research various animals 
within your region and find images 
for the corresponding animal tracks. 
Print out copies of the tracks and 
distribute to students.

2. Give students 2 Sockles, one 
for each hand or foot. Use markers to 
decorate the underside of the 
Sockles to look like the animal tracks 
in the provided reference images.

3. Wear the animal track gloves for science learning games!

USE THE SOCKLES WITH THESE PRODUCTS:

Decorate the Sockles with letters and numbers! Use our 
R2184 Manuscript Letter beads and R2185 Math Beads to write 
words and equations. The beads can be threaded through with 
pipe cleaner or yarn. 

Add detailed prints to the Sockles with our assortment of 
craft sponges! Our R55001 Super Value Sponges Paint Kit 
provides 15 fun shapes to decorate a variety of projects, 
including Sockles! Dip the sponges into a bowl of paint and 
press the sponge design onto the Sockle. Arrange the prints in a 
stacked pattern or cover the Sockle with random sponge 
designs. Use fabric paint or regular tempera and leave the Sockle 
to dry according to fabric paint instructions. 

Combine our selection of stencils with R5419 Paint Bellows! 
Lay a stencil onto a Sockle. Press all the air out of the Paint 
Bellow and dip into a bowl of thick fabric or tempera paint. 

Release the Paint Bellow to suction in the paint. Spray the paint 
over top of the stencil with the Paint Bellows. The thicker the 
paint is, the easier it will be to distribute it over the stencil. 
Cover the entire area around the stencil with droplets of paint. 
Once you have finished painting, remove the stencil from the 
Sockle to reveal a print! 

Glue our R15651 Fabric Mosaics onto the Sockles. Use hot 
glue to secure the mosaics onto the Sockle fabric. Alternatively, 
use our R2138 Felt Shapes!

Look for other great Roylco products that work well with 
Sockles: R5601 Plastic Lacing Needles, R2131 Bright Buttons, 
R22008 Sockles Puppet Accessories Kit. 

Visit us at LittleFingersBigArt.com for more crafty ideas! 

Keep up to date on great ideas for classroom art and 
activities. Sign up on our blog to receive new post alerts every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday throughout the school year! 
Visit LittleFingersBigArt.com and enter your email on the right-
hand side of the menu. We will send you an email to confirm 
your subscription and get you started on your crafting journey! 


