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Cave Painting

being painted while others were simple line 
drawings.  Some were traced onto the soft walls and 
floors of the caves.

Ideas for the classroom:

Make a small, papier maché cave (start out with a 
large box) and decorate with students' hands, 
enclosed sponges or make your own drawings.

Make a hand mural to hang on the wall with each 
child's name written under or on his/her hand.

Research specific cave paintings located in areas that 
coincide with your history or social studies lessons.

Discuss possible meanings of cave paintings.   Have 
the students write a paper giving their ideas about 
the possible meanings of the drawings.

Draw a world map or particular continent and 
illustrate where cave paintings have been located.

Discuss what kinds of animals students see most 
often and create your own modern cave paintings. 

Other Roylco products that may be of interest 
include:
R5419   Paint Bellows
R5449   Paint Pipettes
R5516   Dip & Print Sponge Class Pack
R5533   Classroom Bowls
R5321   Texture Paint Wands
R52002 Fossil Molds
R5465   Animal Track Slip-Ons
R5615   Nature Stencils
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Explore the mysterious underground world of the 
cave painters with this exciting Cave Painting Kit.  
Use the authentic red, yellow, brown and black 
colors to make your own cave paintings, or give it a 
modern twist using a rainbow of colors.  

How to:
1. Gather supplies: paint, trays, newspaper for 
protecting table, over-size (old) shirt to protect 
clothing, paper or other surface for painting.
2. Create a scene to tell a story.
3. Tear the outer edges of the paper to give it an 
irregular edge.
4. Dip the sponge into a tray of paint. Remember: 
too much paint will blur shapes and take longer to 
dry.
5. Add details with finger or brush.
6. Traditionally cave artists used their handprints not 
only to create designs but also to “sign” their work.

Some interesting facts:

Cave paintings have been found on every inhabited 
continent. These intriguing designs were painted by 
ancient civilizations from around the world. Were 
they decorating their homes, illustrating their 
experiences, exercising religious rituals, practicing 
their artistic skills or just passing time? We will never 
know for sure, but the possibilities can create 
interesting discussions.  

The paintings include people, symbols, hands, and a 
wide variety of animals. Animal renderings at each 
cave tend to reflect the animals actually found in 
that region.

The pigments used were typically red, yellow or 
brown ochre, all forms of iron oxide. Charcoal and 
manganese oxide were used for black paint. There 
are a few examples of purple and green pigments, 
as well. Some pigments came from berries. The 
pigments were added to animal or plant products 
(fats or oils) to produce paint.

Various methods were used to create the cave 
paintings. Some paintings were engraved before 
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