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Animal Silhouettes
Add color to make these gorgeous animal silhouettes stand 

out! A great resource for learning about animals around the 
world while integrating art to represent animals in interesting 
and stylistic ways. Animal Silhouettes are cut out of special black 
card in 24 fun designs. Animal Silhouettes are black on both 
sides so that children can experiment with a range of artistic 
media and make the colors in their designs pop. One side is 
glossy while the other is matte. 

There are 48 Animal Silhouettes in 24 designs! We’ve 
provided doubles of each animal so that everyone has a chance 
to choose their favorite animal for decorating. Use this craft as a 
fun art exercise for geography studies or create an art-science 
project to learn about animal biology. 

The 24 animal designs include the camel, kangaroo, lion, 
moose, penguin, horse, ostrich, bear, pig, alligator, hippo, 
rhinoceros, elephant, kudu, tiger, bull, wolf, monkey, snake, 
duck, rabbit, turtle, squirrel and hedgehog.

In this guide, we’ve provided the facts for each of the 
featured animals, however if you decide to encourage students 
to exercise their researching skills, 
direct them to the school library or 
provide books and internet resources 
for the children to use. When the 
children are finished designing their 
Animal Silhouettes, they may record 
facts about their chosen animal and 
write the facts down on the matte side 
of the Animal Silhouette. Tip: If you 
plan to write the facts down on the 
glossy side, use gel pens.      

Provide students with a range of 
art materials for decorating their 
Animal Silhouettes. We recommend 
the following: 

For the glossy side, provide 
your students with gel pens, 
glitter glue, fingerpaint, 
metallic paint and metallic 
pens. 

Flip the silhouette over to 
the matte side to color with 
chalk, crayons, conte, pastels 
or pencil crayons or paste on 
collage materials. 

Hint: Colors that do not normally stand out on regular white 
paper, such as super bright yellows, greens and pinks and 
fluorescent or neon colors will project more clearer on the black 
Animal Silhouette card paper. Mix and match various colors and 
experiment with media not normally used.

Learn to design colorful patterns using graphic art 
techniques. Before starting to draw patterns directly onto the 
Animal Silhouettes, hand out scrap paper to students and ask 
them to trace their Animal Silhouettes onto the paper. Use 
pencil to trace out their designs prior to permanently coloring 

on their Animal 
Silhouettes. 

Provide more scrap 
paper for children to 

practice drawing swirls, 
lines, zig-zags, broken 

lines, wavy lines, 
geometric shapes and 

unique patterns. For 
inspiration, provide a pile of 

design books for your 
students to look through.

 A craft box filled with 
scrap textile pieces is a great way to engage creative thinking! 
There are plenty of patterns on textile or patterned mosaic 
pieces to choose from. Sample some of our textile pieces: 
R15651 Fabric Mosaics, R15649 Petit Pattern Mosaics, R15642 
Quilt Mosaics or R15662 Gaudi Mosaics.   

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• Use multiple mediums to make art

• Stimulate creativity

• Explore patterns and textures

• Research animals from around the world

• Use techniques and processes to develop ideas

• Exercise fine motor skills

• Engage children to research facts 

• Experiment with different art styles

• Explore cultural art based on animal habitats

• Use open-ended crafts for a variety of different projects

• Integrate geography and mapping skills

When children research about their particular animal, tell 
them to pay attention to the cultural influence that their animal 
may hold in certain parts of the world. Cattle, for instance, are 
revered and considered holy in parts of India. Students who 
choose the bull to decorate can research various designs and 
patterns that represent Hindu beliefs. For more adventurous 
artists, illustrating a mythic scene onto the Animal Silhouette 
will not only add more cultural significance to the activity but 
will provide students with the knowledge of how animals have 
been treated and viewed both symbolically and physically by 
humans. 

ALLIGATOR

Diet: Carnivorous; small rodents to large deer

Habitat: Southern United States

Fun Facts: Alligators grow to reach lengths of almost 20’ (6 
m) and can sprint up to distances of 20 miles per hour. This 
allows them to take down unsuspecting prey by first sneaking 
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up and then sprinting for the kill. Their armor-
tough skin combined with millions of years of 
evolution as a formidable predator make 
alligators difficult to take down without a 
fight. 

Many times, alligators are mixed up with 
crocodiles since the two look very similar 
except for a few important details. Comparing 
the snouts of an alligator and a crocodile, it is 
easy to notice that the alligator has a broader, 
and curvier snout than the crocodile. A 
crocodile’s skinny snout tapers into a thin bulb 
at the end where its nostrils are. 

Alligators are hunted down for their skins. Alligator and 
crocodile skins are used make shoes, purses and belts.

BEAR

Diet: Meat including fish, carrion and small rodents; Plants 
such as shoots, berries, nuts and seeds.

Habitat: North America, the Arctic, Asia and Europe

Fun Facts: Bears are solitary and generally calm creatures. 
There are 8 types of bears that exist throughout the world, 
including the polar bear, grizzly and panda bear. 

Bears that live in the northern 
hemisphere will hibernate during the winter. 
To hibernate means that an animal has 
fallen into a deep sleep for a long period of 
time. Most animals will wake up at times to 
eat or excrete but bears will stay in 
hibernation for the entire winter season. 
Their temperatures drop substantially, 
halting all physical activity until the 
springtime. At the start of spring, many 
starving and dehydrated bears will emerge 
to begin feasting! 

Bears are great swimmers and can be 
found standing in the middle of a rushing 
river, hunting for their favorite treat—salmon.

Other bears, like the Asiatic panda bear, do not need to 
hibernate because the climate is always warm in the areas where 
they live. Instead, the panda bear spends the majority of its time 
munching on bamboo leaves. Panda bears can eat 20-40 lbs (9-
18 kg) of bamboo in one day! 

CAMEL

Diet: Plants, dried leaves, seeds, bones, insects and fish

Habitat: Asiatic deserts, North and East Africa and Australia

Fun Facts: Camels are well known for 
their unique appearance, especially their 
humps. Contrary to popular belief that camel 
humps store water, these humps are actually 
large deposits of fat. Since humans carry fat 
all over our bodies, we tend to sweat easily 
in hot weather. However, with this unique 
ability, camels are able to keep from 
sweating in their desert environments until 
their internal body temperature reaches 105° 
Fahrenheit (41° Celsius)! A normal human’s 
body temperature is at about 99° Fahrenheit 
(37° Celsius). If a person’s body temperature 
increases to 104° Fahrenheit (40° Celsius), he 

or she has a serious and life threatening fever!    

Another unique feature of the camel is its split lip. The 
camel is able to maneuver the muscles in both sides of the 
split lip so that they avoid getting hurt from sharp objects such 
as cacti or spiky plants that they scoop up into their mouths.

During a sandstorm, camels are capable of shutting their 
nostrils to keep sand from entering into their breathing 
passages. As well, their long eyelashes prevent little particles of 
dust from getting into their eyes; once a sandstorm is over, 
camels are able to get back on their feet and continue on with 
their trek!

CATTLE/BULL

Diet: Corn, hay and grass

Habitat: All over the world except for Antarctica

Fun Facts: Cattle, or bovine (BOW-vine) have been 
domesticated and used by farmers for thousands of years. 

Cows or female cattle are often used to 
provide milk from their udders for farmers 
to make into dairy products. 

Bulls, or male cattle are rarely kept in 
large numbers like cows. One strong and 
healthy bull is kept for fathering more 
calves in a herd. Another bull may be used 
to plow the farmer’s fields. In this case, the 
bull is no longer referred to as a bull but as 
an ox. Finally, most bulls are slaughtered for 
their meat just before they reach maturity. 

Cattle are considered sacred to many 
cultures in India, Indochina, Egypt and 
Greece, and as a result, are not eaten.   

DUCK

Diet: Grass, aquatic plants, insects, seeds, crustaceans

Habitat: All over the world (except Antarctica); marshlands, 
lakes, ponds 

Fun Facts: Ducks have waterproof 
feathers. This allows them to spend nearly 
their entire lives living in and around a body 
of water without losing body heat or ruining 
their ability to fly. Duck feathers act as 
insulation. Female ducks will make nests out 
of their feathers by plucking loose ones out 
and winding them together to provide 
protection and warmth to the eggs. 

Living constantly on the water means 
that ducks must forage for food beneath the 
water. For this, ducks have scoop-shaped 
bills that can easily get into tight underwater 
crevasses. 

  

ELEPHANT

Diet: Herbivore; shrubs, bushes, tree leaves

Habitat: African savannahs

Fun Facts: Elephants are one of the only groups of animals 
that are led exclusively by females. The lead female in the 
group is called the matriarch which means “a powerful 
woman.” Elephants are one of the most emotional of all 
animals, displaying compassion, heartbreak and happiness 
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during different events in their lives. 

There are at least 3 species of elephant in 
the world but all of them are endangered due 
to excessive poaching. Poaching is when a 
wild animal is hunted and taken illegally from 
its environment or killed. Many poachers in 
Africa will take down an entire elephant for 
its ivory tusks only to leave the rest of its 
body to rot. Many elephants are regularly 
hunted down for their tusks, which are 
considered prized possessions by some 
groups of people. This practice has dwindled 
the number of wild elephants still living in 
Africa.   

Elephants can live to be 60-80 years old. Their tusks, or 
special long fangs, grow in place of their birth teeth. Tusks 
continue to grow for the entire span of an elephant’s life. Over 
time from constantly rubbing against tree trunks, these tusks 
become sharpened like spears!

Elephants have a voracious appetite, which means that they 
can consume over 330 lbs (150 kg) of vegetation in one day!   

HEDGEHOG

Diet: Small insects such as grubs or ants

Habitat: Imported to the Americas as pets; originate from 
East Africa, parts of Europe, Asia and New Zealand off the coast 
of Australia. 

Fun Facts: There are 14 species of hedgehog that exist in 
the world. The hedgehog is a tiny animal with thousands of 
densely packed sharp needles protruding from its forehead, back 
and backside. If it feels threatened, it will curl up into a tight ball 
to hide its soft exposed underbelly and protect itself from 
predators with its spiky back. 

Its spikes not only protect it from hungry meat-eaters and 
scavengers, but also keep the hedgehog from injuring itself 
while falling from a great height. A hedgehog will curl into a ball 
and simply bounce off the surface as its spikes repel the impact.

Hedgehogs are now becoming popular 
as pets throughout the world. It has a 
peculiar ability of salivating excessively until 
it starts to froth at the mouth, at which point 
it will lean back and lick the froth across its 
spikes. Many people think this occurs when 
the hedgehog encounters an unknown 
substance. The froth is a type of anti-poison 
which the hedgehog uses to protect itself 
against something potentially harmful. This 
ability is called “self-anointing.”

HIPPOPOTAMUS

Diet: Plants such as shoots, shrubs and 
bushes

Habitat: African savannahs

Fun Facts: Hippos are the third largest 
land animals. They have super thick skin that 
protects them from aggressive encounters 
with other hippos. Hippos don’t have sweat 
glands, however; they must keep cool by 
often dunking into water or rolling in the 
mud like pigs on a farm.

Hippos have powerful jaws with razor sharp teeth. These 
teeth combined with such a jaw are capable of cutting through 
virtually anything. Hippos can get into brutal fights with each 
other and are capable of killing one another just with a snap of 
their jaws.    

HORSE

Diet: Hay, oats, wheat and foraging grasses 

Habitat: All over the world except the Arctic and Antarctic

Fun Facts: Horses are said to be one 
of the most expressive animals on the 
planet besides monkeys and elephants. 
They use their mouths, teeth, eyes, ears 
and noses to convey a variety of emotions 
such as fear, anger, goofiness, happiness 
and sadness. They are also considered to 
be one of the most loyal of all 
domesticated animals. 

Horses have been used by humans to 
perform a variety of different tasks from 
plowing fields, racing, showcasing circus 
tricks and guiding visually impaired 
persons to charging into the front lines 
during war, delivering mail, aiding in police chases and more. 
For this, horses are considered to be symbols of honor in many 
different cultures.

There are over 350 breeds of horses in the world that come 
in all different shapes, colors and sizes!

KANGAROO

Diet: Grass, shoots and bush leaves

Habitat: Australian grasslands

Fun Facts: Male kangaroos are called “boomers,” female 
kangaroos are called “flyers” and baby kangaroos are called 
“joeys.” The word “kangaroo” originates from an old Aboriginal 
word gangurru; a popular myth states that when Captain Cook 
landed on Australia and asked the natives what this peculiar 
creature with long hind legs was called, the native he spoke to 
replied “I don't know” which was interpreted as “kangaroo.” In 
fact, the native Aboriginal knew exactly what Captain Cook was 
referring to! This myth was disproved by linguists in the 1970s.

Kangaroos have powerful legs that allow them to leap 10’ 
(3 m) in the air! They are only capable of 
hopping due to the shape of their legs but 
can hop up to speeds of 35 miles (60 
kilometers) an hour. Kangaroos are unable 
to move backwards or side to side since 
their big tails tend to get in the way.

Joeys or baby kangaroos are born 
prematurely at about 30 days which would 
be the equivalent of a human fetus born at 
21 weeks. The joeys are as small as a bean! 
They use their tiny forelimbs to crawl up into 
their mother’s pouch and nestle there to 
suckle until they have grown larger.    

KUDU

Diet: Herbivore; grass, plants and shoots

Habitat: Africa

Fun Facts: Kudus are one type of antelope. Antelopes are 
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found mainly in Africa but also exist in the Middle East and parts 
of Asia. Kudu antlers are thick and twisty but only appear on 

males who often use them for displays of 
dominance. Male kudu can grow antlers up 
to 6’ (1.8 m) long! 

These animals are well known for their 
thin, but powerful legs which can carry them 
across distances at speeds of 45 miles (70 
kilometers) per hour and allow them to jump 
as high as 8’ (2.5 m). Kudus’ bodies are 
vertically striped and they have a small tufts 
of hair protruding from their necks and 
along their spines. They are able to 
camouflage almost seamlessly with their 
environment and are very hard to spot when 
they stand perfectly still.

LION

Diet: Meat from grazers or carrion

Habitat: African savannahs and parts of India

Fun Facts: Lions are the only types of cat 
species that show visible differences between 
the males and females. Males are 
recognizable for their thick sandy brown 
manes while females do not have manes. A 
pack of lions are called a pride. The leader of 
the pride is the only male lion in the entire 
group of about 30 lions; the rest are females. 
The male lion is mostly responsible for mating 
with the females to produce newborns. After 
a few years, the lion is kicked out by another 
younger and more aggressive male lion.   

Lions can run up to 30 miles (50 
kilometers) an hour, can sleep for 20 hours a 
day and can eat 40 lbs (18 kg) of meat in one sitting! 

MONKEY

Diet: Reptiles, insects, fruit, flowers, leaves and nuts

Habitat: Forested areas of Asia, Africa and South America

Fun Facts: Monkeys are commonly compared to humans as 
our closest relatives in the animal kingdom. Monkeys have been 
trained as guides for physically impaired persons and have 

adapted to function in a domestic 
environment. Many species of wild monkey 
normally reside in trees to keep away from 
predators. They are sociable creatures, 
displaying a variety of emotions. If provoked, 
monkeys have been known to throw 
destructive tantrums. 

Like humans, monkeys have opposable 
thumbs that allow them to be very dexterous 
with a variety of materials. They are capable 
of solving basic puzzles and using tools to 
manipulate other objects. There are over 260 
species of monkeys in the world.  

MOOSE

Diet: Plants, leaves and twigs

Habitat: Rugged, mountainous areas of Canada, Northern 
Europe and Russia

Fun Facts: The moose is the largest type 
of deer in the world. A male moose’s body is 
very strong due to the mass of muscle 
required to hold up its enormous antlers. In 
the spring, the male moose’s antlers start to 
shed like most other types of deer. Their 
antlers are used in combat between two 
fighting males as a show of dominance to 
win over a female mate. 

Moose are powerful swimmers. They use 
their long legs to propel themselves through 
water when crossing a river or a lake. Their 
cloven hooves and powerful muscles allow 
them to walk on almost any terrain.    

OSTRICH

Diet: Lizards, insects, shoots

Habitat: African savannahs

Fun Facts: Ostriches are the fastest 
two-legged animals in the world, reaching 
speeds at up to 45 miles (70 kilometers) an 
hour. For a long time it was believed that 
ostriches buried their heads in the ground 
when they became frightened or scared. In 
truth, ostriches are capable of relaxing their 
heads flat on the ground, making it appear 
that their heads were buried to 
unsuspecting explorers.   

Ostrich eyes are larger than their brains 
and are positioned on either side of their 
skull. As a result, their periphery vision is 
nearly 360° all around. They will swallow 
rocks and sand to help grind up the food in 
their stomachs and aid in digestion. Ostrich eggs are the 
largest bird eggs in the world.  

PENGUIN

Diet: Fish, shrimp, krill and crustaceans

Habitat: Antarctica, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa 
and South America 

Fun Facts: There are 18 types of 
penguins in the world. All penguins cannot 
fly but have adapted their wings to aid them 
with swimming. As a result, penguins are 
excellent swimmers. They can “porpoise” or 
leap out of the water using their bodies like 
streamlined torpedoes to launch into the air. 

Penguins spend most of their time 
hunting for food in the water. After a pair of 
penguins mate, the father will incubate the 
egg while the mother goes to find food. This 
process may take several weeks, whereby 
the mother returns and switches duties with 
the father so he can eat.

PIG

Diet: Omnivorous; eats plants and vegetation, insects and 
scrap meat

Habitat: Europe, America and Asia both domestic and wild

Fun Facts: Pigs are considered one of the smartest animals 
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in the world; their responsiveness and sensitivity to their 
surroundings make them highly intelligent, capable of problem-
solving, exploring and interacting. Many different organizations 
train pigs as guide animals for visually and physically impaired 
persons. The police force even recruits pigs to use their highly 
sensitive noses to sniff out suspicious packages and items. 

A pig’s squeal is a few decibels louder 
than the sound of a supersonic jet! Pigs do 
not have sweat glands which means that 
their skin can easily burn if they are left in 
the sun too long. To counter the heat, many 
pigs will roll in the mud to coat their skin 
and prevent burning. Even though it is a 
defensive method, people have often 
interpreted the action as being dirty. A 
common misconception is that pigs are dirty 
animals. They are, in fact, one of the 
cleanest animals on the planet. If pigs were 
given the choice to dunk themselves into 
mud or a pool of clear water, pigs would go 
running for the pool! 

RABBIT

Diet: Dried grasses, fruits and vegetables

Habitat: Found in marshlands, forests, deserts and 
meadows around the world

Fun Facts: There are two types of 
lagomorphs: hares and rabbits. Lagomorphs 
is the scientific name for the type of animal 
that hares and rabbits represent. Hares are 
noticeably thinner and longer than their 
rabbit cousins who are more rounded in body 
shape and have puffier fur. Hare 
babies—called leverets—are capable of 
bouncing and running only a few minutes 
after birth. Baby rabbits—called kits—are born 
without fur or sight and must stay with their 
mother for at least a few months until they 
are ready to leave on their own. When fully 
grown, rabbits are capable of leaping off the 
ground 3’ (1 m) or higher!

A rabbit’s teeth never finish growing. The only way to keep 
their teeth from growing into their chins is by eating foods that 
grind down the teeth! Besides food, a rabbit is capable of 
drinking as much water as a medium sized dog in one day!    

RHINOCEROS

Diet: Plants, bushes and shrubs

Habitat: African savannah, lowlands of 
Indochina and Southeast Asia

Fun Facts: Rhinoceroses have terrible 
tempers! They are very quick to pick a fight 
with each other or will ram into a predator if 
it gets too close. For this reason alone, 
rhinoceroses are solitary creatures; their only 
constant companions are groups of tick birds 
that land on the rhinoceroses’ thick armor-
like skin and eat up annoying insects. 
Rhinoceroses can go days without water and 
have flexible upper lips that can manoeuver 
a variety of different foods.  

The rhinoceros is well known for its incredible horn. The 
horn is made entirely of a mass of hair that grows straight from 
its skull. Unfortunately, rhinos are often hunted down for their 
horns and are now endangered. Many communities nearby 
rhino pastures have started a “dehorning” practice where the 
horn is cut off while the rhino is sedated. It is later released. 
This prevents poachers from going after the rhinos. 

SNAKE

Diet: Small rodents, insects, and sometimes large animals

Habitat: Everywhere except New Zealand, Ireland and 
Antarctica

Fun Facts: A snake’s scales are made of 
a special combination of protein and 
minerals called keratin. Keratin is a common 
protein and is present in human hair and 
nails. A snake’s scales are often thought to 
be slippery and slimy; instead they are quite 
rough and thick. Since the plates are 
layered, they act as plates of friction that 
“shovel” into the ground and cause the 
snake to move itself using a zig zag motion.  

The largest snake alive is the python, 
which can stretch to lengths of about 30’ (9 
m)! There are over 3000 different species of 
snakes with a variety of different appearances and abilities. All 
snakes can smell with their tongues, are deaf but sense 
vibrations around them and can swallow prey whole. 

SQUIRREL

Diet: Nuts, seeds, insects and small carcasses

Habitat: North America, Europe and 
South Africa

Fun Facts: Squirrels have muscular hind 
legs that help them to power up their speed 
and then leap across a distance of 20’ (6 m) 
between tree trunks. 

A squirrel could fall 100’ (30 m) without 
injuring itself because of its light and agile 
body frame. A squirrel’s flat head and 
bulging eyes give it excellent periphery 
vision.  There are a total of 365 species of 
squirrel in the world.

TIGER

Diet: Mostly meat but will eat vegetation to get fiber

Habitat: India, Asia and parts of Siberia 
in Russia

Fun Facts: A tiger can sometimes grow 
to be up to 11’ (3 m) long! This predator is 
recognizable for its brilliant striped coat and 
has recently received worldwide attention 
for its status as an endangered species. 
Tigers have powerful jaws and muscles; they 
are fantastic swimmers and are one of the 
only kinds of cats that enjoy being around 
water. The tiger is legendary for its strength. 

Tigers can be told apart by their stripes; 
there are no two alike just as there are no 
two human fingerprints that are alike. 
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Besides being able to sprint up to speeds of 30 miles (48 
kilometers) an hour, tigers can see six times better in the dark 
than humans!

TURTLE

Diet: Omnivorous; aquatic plants, insects and small rodents

Habitat: Found everywhere except Antarctica

Fun Facts: There are over 300 species of 
turtle found around the world today. 
Considered a remnant of the Dinosaur Age, 
turtles are instantly recognizable for their 
peculiar shells. Their shells are made from 
plates of tough keratin that protect the turtle 
from predators. The turtle hides inside the 
shell to keep from getting eaten. Some turtles 
have hinged shells which allow them to box 
themselves in completely, making themselves 
into a miniature impenetrable fortress.  

WOLF

Diet: Carnivorous; large animals such as deer or carrion 

Habitat: North America and Europe

Fun Facts: Wolves are extremely sociable animals within 
their packs. Each member of the pack is either a family member 

or a loyal follower. Every wolfpack has a 
leading couple, called the alpha female 
and alpha male. The alpha couple leads 
the entire group on hunts and territorial 
excursions. Wolves care for one another 
like a family and are capable of displaying 
emotion; if one family member dies or is 
lost from the group, there is visible sorrow 
that passes throughout the pack.  

The entire pack is needed sometimes 
to take down one deer. Wolves have been 
known to communicate with one another 
during a hunt in order to take down their 
prey using specific tactics. 

Try these activities with your students:

• Research facts about each animal and record everything on 
the matte side of the Animal Silhouettes using gel pens! 

• Tape the completed Animal Silhouettes across a wall to 
make a classroom mural. 

• Play an animal fact game! Pull out a map of the world and 
display it where all the students in your class can see it. Tip: 
Label the continents with sticky notes if the print on the map is 
too small to see. 

Tell your students that you will be pointing to a random 
continent on the map. If their animal belongs on the map they 
must raise their hand as fast as possible. The first person to raise 
his or her hand will give one brief fact about the animal he or 
she chose. Give the student the sticky note pad so they can draw 
a fast sketch of their animal then paste it up on the map in the 
location specified.  

Once everyone has a sticky note up on the map, use the 
map as a reference for making your classroom mural! Get a large 
sheet of bristol paper to make the continents of the world. The 
whole class can help color in the continents with pencil crayons 
or markers and illustrate environments with fun little icons (such 

as a palm tree and pyramids for the desert or a forest with rain 
clouds to signify the rainforest). Label each continent with thick 
black marker. Once the continents are complete, paste them 
onto a wall according to the map. Decorate the outer borders 
of the continent with the Animal Silhouettes using the location 
of the game map sticky notes as reference. 

• Write poems featuring an animal on the back of the 
silhouette. Try creating riddles or limericks. 


