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What food means to us
To bring the bees back, 
Melbourne City Rooftop 
Honey put beehives on city 
rooftops. Their ideas and 
many others helped to shape 
the City of Melbourne’s new 
food policy.

People of all ages and nationalities 
need access to affordable, local or 
organic food, according to Vanessa 
Kwiatkowski from Melbourne City 
Rooftop Honey. Over three years, 
Rooftop Honey has placed more than 
50 hives in the City of Melbourne.

‘Melbourne has always been  
about diversity: let’s embrace it  
and learn from one another in the 
form of connecting people to food,’ 
said Vanessa.

Many local cafes, restaurants and 
hotels have embraced rooftop honey 
and support it in true Melburnian 
style – by adding it to the menu.

As Australia’s ‘foodie capital’, 
Melbourne is known for its culinary 
delights, so it makes sense that we 
are one of the few global cities, 
including London and New York,  
to have developed a food policy.  
The aim is to get people talking 
about our attitude toward food,  
to inform decision making and 
provide direction. 

Endorsed by Council in June, the 
food policy aims to build a food 
system where healthy food is 
affordable and accessible for all  
and is sourced sustainably. The 
policy will guide actions that support 
food enterprises across the city, 
build strong local and regional food 
economies and celebrate the food 
diversity and traditions which have 
made Melbourne a city of great food.

The next step will be to work with 
the community and other partners  
to plan the roll out of the new policy. 

We’ll start by looking at the way the 
City of Melbourne purchases and 
provides food to see where changes 
can be made, then provide 
leadership in our commitment to 
healthy and sustainable practices.

Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/
foodpolicy or contact 9658 9658  
for more information.

Fast facts
 ▪ 94.5 per cent of adults in  

the municipality don’t eat  
enough vegetables.

 ▪ 46 per cent of adults in  
the municipality don’t eat  
enough fruit.

 ▪ 5 per cent of adults in the 
municipality don’t have  
enough food.

* source: Victorian Population Health 
Survey, 2008.

City moves on transport
We are a walking and  
cycling city. Melbourne’s  
new transport strategy sets 
key directions and targets 
for a growing city.

Around 800,000 people move 
through the city every day and this  
is expected to increase to more than 
one million by 2030.

A new transport strategy for 
Melbourne acknowledges this 
expected growth and indicates that 
there is a link between how easily 
people can get into and around  
the city, and the city’s economy.

Improvements to the municipality’s 
walking environment, upgrades to 
the cycling network and options for 
city freight delivery are part of the 
strategy, which was adopted by 
Council in May and updates the 
2006 strategy: Moving People  
and Freight.

The strategy promotes a much  
more integrated approach, linking all 
modes of transport and coordinating 
this with city development and urban 
renewal. 

A number of actions have been 
identified in the strategy. These have 
been divided into actions that the 
City of Melbourne can achieve  
and those that will require strong 
collaboration and partnership with 
relevant stakeholders.

Actions that City of Melbourne will 
take directly include:

 ▪ Flinders Street Station precinct: 
expand and upgrade the walking 
network to and around Flinders 
Street Station, local tram stops 
and transport interchanges. 

 ▪ Swanston, La Trobe and Elizabeth 
streets: expand and upgrade the 
central city cycling network for 
safe and convenient central city 
cycling. 

 ▪ Swanston / Elizabeth corridor: 
improve the options for central 
city freight delivery, working  
with businesses in the two  
street corridors to find better 
delivery options. 

Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/
futuregrowth for more about the 
strategy or to download a copy.
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