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Sitting in the beer garden of Trunk 
Bar & Restaurant in the heart of 
the city, Vanessa Kwaitkowski and 

Mat Lumalasi are buzzing with ambition 
while bees hum in the background.

They’re on a mission to save the 
world’s dwindling honey bee population 
by bringing hives to Melbourne’s 
rooftops. The deliciously gooey, golden 
stuff is a welcome by-product of their 
Melbourne Rooftop City Honey Plan.

“They’re having a bit of a rough time, 
so we wanted to raise awareness about 
the importance of bees and pollination, 
as well as getting the city to be more 
sustainable with true local produce,” 
explains Kwaitkowski. 

So far the pair have placed 20 hives 
around the inner city, including on 
the rooftops of Bourke Street’s Alto 
Hotel, Australia’s fi rst carbon-neutral 
accommodation, Dead Man Espresso in 
South Melbourne, Ladro in Fitzroy and 
West Melbourne’s Roller Door cafe. 

A further 110 businesses and 
households are waiting to adopt their 
own hives. 

“We’re going back to thinking about 
where our food comes from,” adds 
Lumalasi, a keen advocate of utilising all 
available space in high density hubs.

Keen veggie gardeners and hobby 
beekeepers, the two IT professionals were 
inspired by similar projects in Paris and 
New York. In January they scored the 
fi rst start-up grant from the Melbourne 
chapter of the Awesome Foundation, a 
worldwide network of philanthropists 
which donates $1000 to “awesome” 
community projects. 

The timing was perfect, says Lumalasi. 
“We’d rolled out a few hives and were 
picking up a bit of interest when we got 
the grant, just in time to buy a honey 
extractor so we could see what we had 
and give out samples.” 

Trunk’s owner, Nick Kutcher, didn’t 
need much convincing to adopt a hive at 

his Exhibition Street restaurant. Three 
days after meeting the pair, he had a 
colony installed on the roof. 

“Being able to use our own honey 
across everything we do, from cocktails to 
desserts, is a fabulously sustainable way 
to do business,” he says. “The customer 
experience is good, too; they know they’re 
having something created on the premises. 
I’m proud to be associated with it.”

Numerous nearby parks, including 
the Treasury and Botanical Gardens, as 
well as more than 20,000 London plane 
trees in the city, offer plenty to keep the 
buzzers busy. 

Lumalasi explains the city slicker 
bees produce honey with suprisingly 
divergent fl avours.  

He says the aim is to install a hive 
in every suburb across Melbourne, 
generating cross town fl avour rivalry. 
“We have people saying, ‘Prahran’s the 
best’, and, ‘No, Carlton’s the best’. It’s 
like football teams.” ■

Hive of activity
Saving honey bees is a real buzz writes Stephen A Russell

Early bird entries for Run Melbourne, presented by The Age close this Friday, July 1, 2011. 
Make sure you enter now to take advantage of the offer. Register now at runmelbourne.com.au

Early birds who enjoy catching
the worm can.

RUNmelbourne
anyone can.Sunday, July 17, 2011 Federation Square

To find out how, visit our Galleria store, medibank.com.au or call 132 331.

Now that’s something to smile about.

GET A FREE KOBOTM eREADER!*
Join hospital and extras by June 30 and 

Waiting periods apply including 12 months for pre-existing ailments. *For new members on new memberships. Must set up direct debit and pay first month when joining or pay at least 6 months in advance. Excludes Visitors Health Insurance, 
Working Visa Health Insurance, OSHC and Ambulance Cover. Not available with any other offer. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery of the KoboTM eReader. Limit of one eReader per membership. While stocks last. Kobo™ is a registered trademark 
of Kobo Inc., Ontario, Canada. Medibank Private Limited ABN 47 080 890 259  
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Plus, by joining Medibank’s hospital cover you could also save money on tax!

HURRY!
LAST
DAYS
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