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This book is dedicated to 
my beloved family.                              



To our friends and customers: This is a peek at French life through 
our eyes, having lived and visited in France over the decades, with 
deepening appreciation for the French aesthetic. This isn’t a decorating 
book, or a how to book.  Rather, we present these images and thoughts
to spark your own imagination and critical judgment as to what it means 
to have, in Parlez-Vous Provence’s words, a “Beautiful Home. Beautiful 
Life.”  There’s glamour and luxury, yes, but a surprising amount of 
humour and quirkiness, just as French as gilded moldings and halls of 
mirrors.  Enjoy the trip.
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1. COLOR

4

The French love color.  In French homes, color is used 
judiciously, and harmoniously.  Colors are not 
“matched.” There are no jarring combinations, nor do 
they appear formulaically composed.  Rather, ele-
gance is achieved with a touch that appears casual, 
but is the result of thought and imagination. 
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L’Auberge Le Ratelier
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At Le Ratelier, a small hotel in the heart of Bretagne, this 
cheerful cherry red toile papers the walls from top to bot-
tom.  Cream trim and exposed beams complete the look 
that is at once elegant and organic. Photos this page cour-
tesy of Le Ratelier. 

http://www.le-ratelier.com
http://www.le-ratelier.com
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/
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A room with a courtyard view
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La Mère Poulard
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At the famous La Mère Poulard’s on 
Mont-Saint-Michel, a red Gerbera 
complements the table’s otherwise 
white color scheme.  Careful  
attention is paid to maximize the ap-
pearance of La Mére’s famous 
omelettes. 

Red drapes, carpet and white wood-
work provide a harmonous frame-
work. 

Lower photo courtesy of Trip Advisor
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A young Paris professional’s 
first apartment 
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This small apartment outside of Paris has been simply but 
cheerfully furnished, with a red and turquoise color scheme,  
inspired by the antique Indian doors between the little salon 
and bedroom.   

Red bed coverings and a turquoise throw complement the 
look, as well as the vintage travel poster above the bed, 
found at a bouquiniste along the Seine in Paris. 
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Red country tablecloth from Parlez-Vous Provence, 
vintage accessories, basil plant from the local mar-
ket, and bright red tea set continue the cheerful 
theme. 

http://www.parlezvousprovence.com
http://www.parlezvousprovence.com
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Finally, the futon is covered in a printed Indian 
cotton, featuring reds, golds and turquoise, 
bringing the whole look together—for a song.



   	  Classic perspective from the Jardin des Tuileries to the Obelisk 
	  at the Place de la Concorde

2.            SYMMETRY 
 Whether inside or out, the French have an 
 appreciation for the eye’s need of symmetry.
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Careful design graces this courtyard in renovated apartments 
in Limours, France.  The oval garden balances the walkways 
on both sides with boxwood and olive.  It creates a charming 
respite from the busy square outside.
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An Empire over mantle mirror mimics the tripar-
tite fireplace moulding.  Twin china dogs and sil-
ver candlesticks add balance to the composition.
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Twin doorknobs, Marais



The tradition of symmetry dates back 
to the Middle Ages as evidenced by 
this portico on Notre Dame de Paris, 
celebrating its 800th birthday.
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Graceful proportions 
of the Place des 
Vosges, and a parish 
doorway on Paris’ 
Île de la Cîté.



3                  WHIMSY

Look at these cups and 
saucers arranged in a 
Saturn-like spiral, at the 
Illy café, Rue Auber, 
Paris.

One aspect of French style we rarely see mentioned, 
but experience a great deal, is the French sense of fun 
and whimsy. French style is elegant, chic and refined, 
yes, but it’s often fun—and funny.   Don’t forget, this is 
the country that idolizes Jerry Lewis. 



21

An unlikely ballerina in the Galeries Lafayette Christ-
mas windows.
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Laugh out loud with hats by Vanessa Deutsch
19, rue Clauzel  75009 Paris 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Vintage faience showing young women in a 
take-no-prisoners snowball fight.  

Chocolate mice and chocolate cats at
Le Chat Bleu Chocolatier in Quimper, Bretagne.
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Kitschy diorama of Napoléon’s coronation in the
 windows at Bosc & Successeur, purveyor of 
official court costume for legal professionals. 



4.                 LIGHT
The French love light, perhaps to make up for the long dark days 
in winter, due to France’s northern latitude. Look how the Pyramid 
seems to create an illuminated zone in the Louvre’s Cours 
Napoléon.
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Galeries Lafayette’s famous Dome, designed in 1912 by 
architect Ferdinand Chanut and glass artist Jacques Gruber. 
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And is it any wonder the French love their lace curtains? 
They don’t waste one ray of sunshine, while preserving 
precious privacy in a crowded urban setting.
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France may have 
its short days in 
the winter, but 
when the sun 
shines, it brings 
its magic of 
golden light and 
rainbows. 



5.            LUXURY
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OH, YES. 
 
The French are rightfully known for luxury. 
Excuse the vintage self-portrait.  Focus instead on my landlady’s 
salon, in Paris’ 16th arrondissement.  Beautiful gold moldings, in 
classic design, crystal chandelier, tall ceilings and arched 
windows--again with lace, to let in the light. 
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But luxury isn’t restricted to interior  
design; it permeates every aspect 
of French life, and doesn’t 
necessarily cost much - or anything.  
The way the food is presented at 
Le Brigandville in Rochefort en 
Yvelines is fine art on a plate. We 
attest - it tasted even better than it 
looked. 
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The luxury of fresh 
vegetables every day 
from the local market

The luxury of cold, hard cider 
after a long day’s travel, 
served by a sympathetic 
waiter.

The luxury of cascading clear 
pink geraniums outside the 
window.

MORE LUXURIES
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 The luxury of shopping with 
your best friend in style

The luxury of fresh 
baked bread, every 
morning. 



Design must incorporate usability.  Consider this kitchen. It’s 
tiny, yet it has everything one needs to whip up a gourmet 
meal: stovetop, microwave/convection oven and refrigerator 
to the left; pull out storage above and below, and a generous 
sink.

6.		 	 	 	 FUNCTION
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A handmade, classic French trug comfortably balances 
the weight of apples across the hand.
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Everyday items are designed with 
thought for maximum performance 
- whether it’s designed to serve 
condiments or to get Parisians 
around town. 

Paris' vélib’ bicycles are designed 
to go all around town, carry pack-
ages, and avoid splashing mud on 
the rider and the pedestrians.

A mustard pot traditionally incorporates the long handled 
spoon necessary to get all the way to the bottom. A simple 
detail, but essential to avoid waste and frustration.



7                          ECLECTICISM
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 Eclecticism:  a mixture of elements from 

previous historical styles to create something 
that is new and original.

Opposite: 
Even the ancient banks of the Seine are reinvented during the 
summer, from stone quay to tropical beach. 

Photo: English: A view of the en:Paris Plages 2009 by slasher-fun (Transferred by Gonioul/Original up-
loaded by PeterEastern). This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Un-
ported license.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/slasher-fun/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/slasher-fun/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gonioul
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gonioul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:PeterEastern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:PeterEastern


The French are always reinventing themselves, their 
style, their architecture, their homes....

Love locks on the Pont de l'Archevêché
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I.M. Pei’s controversial Pyramid - again.  It marries the 
ancient form of the Egyptians with the French passion for
the unconventional.  While the reaction was hostile at first, 
it has grown to be one of the best loved landmarks in Paris, 
and completely transformed the image of the Louvre. 
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Modern icon of 
design Dolce and 
Gabbana is perfectly 
at home in Galeries 
Lafayette’s Belle 
Epoque flagship 
store.

Tango on the Seine.
French-Argentine 
fusion.

Photo: a tango dancer at the "quais de 
seine" in Paris, July 2007, by Photosbal, 
under GFDL license.

http://Photo:%20a%20tango%20dancer%20at%20the%20%22quais%20de%20seine%22%20in%20Paris,%20July%202007,%20by%20Photosbal,%20under%20GFDL%20license.
http://Photo:%20a%20tango%20dancer%20at%20the%20%22quais%20de%20seine%22%20in%20Paris,%20July%202007,%20by%20Photosbal,%20under%20GFDL%20license.
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We hope you’ve enjoyed what we think is an alternative exploration of French 
style. The excessively formal compositions and diluted country interpretations 
seen in American books and magazines don’t do justice to the complex, and
infinitely more interesting French concept of design.  Try taking a cue from the 
French in your own home the next time you rearrange your furniture, put up 
curtains or add a pillow.  You may  like what you see. 

Best wishes from 

Louise and The Team at Parlez-Vous Provence

http://www.parlezvousprovence.com
http://www.parlezvousprovence.com

