
ProsPerity Candle
Prosperity Candle is a social enter-
prise that partners with women entre-
preneurs in and from some of the most 
distressed regions around the globe. 

We work with women from places like 
Haiti and Iraq to start candle busi-
nesses with access to local and 
global markets. In the U.S., we 
work with recently resettled refugees 
from places like Burma who are re-
building their lives after loss and years 
of hardship.

We train women in candle production 
and empower them with entrepre-
neurial skills to build and manage their 
businesses. Our focus is on creating 
real and sustainable market op-
portunities for the women, as we 
believe that a key component of pov-
erty alleviation is market-based solu-
tions that complement traditional aid.   

Our shared prosperity model is de-
signed to fill the gap between vital 
vocational programs delivered by 
our nonprofit partners and a viable 
means to earn above a living 
wage and support a family. 

Prosperity Candle itself does not rely 
on grants or donations. This helps to 
ensure a sustainable impact.  Our 
work is supported  through the design 
and sale of distinctive handmade can-
dles and gifts to nonprofits, business-
es, faith-based organizations, retail 
partners, and individuals who desire 
meaningful products that are aligned 
with their values and have a direct, 
positive impact on a woman’s life.

We were recently recognized as an 
influencer in Fast Company’s July/
August 2012 issue. Siiri Morley, 
one of our Founding Partners, was 
noted as one of the “League of 
Extraordinary Women,” a list 
that includes notable women like 
Hillary Clinton, Leymah Gbowee, 
Oprah, Melinda Gates, and Christy 
Turlington. We have also received 
recognition from the Huffington Post, 
Ode Magazine, Yahoo Shine!, Forbes 
Woman, and Aol.

Our brand is distinguished by a sense of hopefulness, respect, and beauty. 
Although Prosperity Candle works with women in some of the toughest parts 
of the world, with very dark stories, we focus on light and possibility. We focus 
on the creativity and resilience that women have. —Siiri Morley, Founding Partner 

“



Mission, vision, & Model

Our mission is to empower women 
to rebuild their lives through entre-
preneurship. In the shadows of con-
flict and in the aftermath of disasters, 
women are too often left alone to fend 
for themselves. 

We believe that investing in women 
as business leaders creates the foun-
dation for a peaceful and prosperous 
society. Through Prosperity Candle 
and its sister nonprofit organization, 
Prosperity Catalyst, we seek to make 
these investments both here in the 
U.S. and in places of conflict and nat-
ural disaster around the world.

Our vision is bold: thousands of 
women business owners across the 
world, empowered to invest in the lives 
of their families and broader commu-
nities. We believe this investment will 
lead to greater peace, prosperity and 
light in some of the world’s most dis-
tressed places.

Our business model is one of shared 
prosperity, acknowledging the women 
we work with as key partners in our 
business.  We aspire to partner with 
thousands of women, providing them 
with a unique opportunity through 
candle-making, a uniquely scalable 
business that can enable them to not 
only survive — but to truly thrive. 

Candles are a consumable good with 
demand in both local and global mar-
kets, and play a central role in enter-
taining, ceremonies and numerous 
practices throughout the world. The 
equipment is low cost and supplies 
are locally available. In short, candles 
are the ideal product and enterprise 
to achieve our mission.

“In the refugee camp we didn’t have a chance to go outside and look for jobs, and after we 
did high school in the refugee camp, if we weren’t a Thai citizen, we didn’t have a chance to 
go to college, we had to stop our education . . . Prosperity Candle is my first job in the USA 

and I got my very first paycheck from Prosperity Candle! —Moo Kho Paw, Production Manager

”



We source candle containers and 
gift set pieces from other fair trade 
and social enterprise groups all 

across the globe. We’ve offered our 
customers products from Afghanistan, 
Congo, Haiti, Kashmir, Kenya, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzania, and 
Vietnam, as well as from artisans right 

here in the United States!

All of our candles are meant to be 
reused or recycled – our travel tins 
are recyclable, and our vessels can 
be cleaned and turned into stylish 
and functional home décor. In fact, 

our soda bottle candles have 3 lives: 
first soda bottles, then container 

candles, and then drinking glasses!

Fast FaCts

Prosperity Candle is an L3C, a new tax 
designation currently recognized in 9 states.  An 
L3C is a for-profit, social enterprise venture 
that has a stated goal of performing a socially 

beneficial purpose, not maximizing income.  It is 
often referred to as a hybrid nonprofit-for profit 
dedicated to improving lives with sustainable, 

market-based solutions.

Our pilot project took place in 
Baghdad, Iraq in 2010. We partnered 
with Women for Women International 

to train 44 Iraqi women in candle-mak-
ing and seeded 30 microenterprises. 

Of the women who chose to export to 
Prosperity Candle, 69% earned more 
than minimum wage, and 17% earned 

more than twice minimum wage.

Our nonprofit sister organization, 
Prosperity Catalyst, is a 501c3 

dedicated to dedicated to 
partnering with NGOs to build the 
capacity of women entrepreneurs 
in regions of conflict and natural 
disaster.  The non-profit officially 

launched this year with Siiri Morley 
at the helm as Executive Director.  

Together, Prosperity Candle & 
Catalyst are expanding into 

Haiti, where candle production 
is expected to begin in early 

2013.  Our first partnership with a 
current candle producer is already 
underway and a limited edition 
line of beeswax candles can be 

purchased in our online store.

In 2011, we launched our U.S. 
initiative, working with recently 
resettled refugee women from 

Burma and Bhutan.

Prosperity Candle is 
proud to be Green 
America Certified 

and a member of the 
World Fair Trade 

Organization. 

Studies by Oxfam International and Women for 
Women International show that women in regions 

of conflict are the most affected, and are especially 
vulnerable during war and natural disasters.

“I’d like the entire world to know what an Iraqi woman can do. I trust 
that I will change my life to be better than before. —Nazahat, entrepreneur

Our goal is to create connections between candle makers 
and candle consumers. Each candle comes with the name and 

story of the woman who made it, allowing our customers to 
send messages of hope and support through our website.



Founding teaM
Ted Barber is founder and pres-
ident of Prosperity Candle, and the 
creator of its unique model for sustain-
able impact. Years ago, while working 
in poverty alleviation and wondering 
how businesses can better comple-
ment the work of governments and 
nonprofits to solve social problems, 
Ted sketched out the concept for 
Prosperity Candle on the classic back 
of a napkin. 

In 2001 Ted volunteered in Ghana, 
helping small enterprises apply for 
loans, learn essential business skills, 
and gain sustainable access to mar-
kets.  He then spent the next eight 
years working in developing countries 
on poverty alleviation projects funded 

by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development and other aid organiza-
tions throughout Africa, Asia, Eastern 
Europe and Latin America. Before 
that, he co-founded and managed for 
over a decade an import and trade 
consulting company that focused 
on handcrafted products made in 
Eastern Europe. 

Today he is happily consumed with 
realizing Prosperity Candle’s mis-
sion and helping to create a sustain-
able, high-impact social enterprise.  
He lives in Western Massachusetts 
with his wife and two daughters and 
searches for ways to bring outdoor 
adventure back into a busy life.

“We wanted to create a new social enterprise model that was really focused on 
supporting women in some of the toughest parts of the world and giving them an 
economic opportunity that was uniquely designed to help them move out of poverty. 
—Siiri Morley, Founding Partner

Siiri Morley is a founding part-
ner of Prosperity Candle. Today, she 
is the Executive Director of its non-
profit sister organization, Prosperity 
Catalyst. Before Prosperity Candle, 
she worked on poverty reduction 
and sustainable economic develop-
ment projects in Afghanistan, Croatia, 
Ecuador and Kenya with DAI, SERRV 
International, and Africancraft.com. 

Siiri began her career as a business 
capacity development advisor with 
the Peace Corps in Lesotho. She 
received her MBA from the Heller 
School of Social Policy & Management 
at Brandeis University in 2009, and 

has consulted on social impact 
measurement to design firm IDEO, 
and interned at Preserve, an eco-
friendly home products company 
that promotes socially responsible 
business practices. In 2012, Siiri 
was recognized as 1 of 60 notable 
women in Fast Company’s “League of 
Extraordinary Women.” 

Siiri lives in Boston, Massachusetts, 
with her husband and puppy. In the 
spare hours outside of her work with 
Prosperity Candle, she loves to hike, 
snowshoe, garden, play with fiber, 
practice yoga, & host potlucks with a 
home full of friends.

“



A meaningful gift woman-to-woman. Thanks for being 
a bright light of hope for so many. —Nancy, customer“

ContaCt

Providing training and support is essential, but from years of working in poverty alleviation we also 
see a critical gap - opportunity.  Real and sustainable opportunity.  So Prosperity Candle focuses 

on complementing vocational skills with access to markets and a viable enterprise that can enable 
a woman entrepreneur to put food on the table, buy medicine, send her kids to school, and much 

more. We seek to help her not just survive, but to truly thrive. —Ted Barber, Founder

GENERAL INqUIRIES & ORDERS
Phone:  (413) 727-3078
Email:  info@prosperitycandle.com

ON THE WEB
Website:  prosperitycandle.com
Twitter:  @ProsperityCndle
Facebook:  ProsperityCandle
Pinterest:  ProsperityCndle

”

PRINT MEDIA & STRATEGIC PARTNERS 
 (COrPOrATIOnS AnD nOn-PrOFITS)

Kaitlin Hasseler
Director of Partnerships & Business Development
kaitlin@prosperitycandle.com
(413) 727-3078 x 2 

BLOGGERS & DIGITAL MEDIA
Kim Hutt
Director of Online Marketing & Sales
kim@prosperitycandle.com
(413) 727-3078 x 3 


