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the songs  
remain the same
robert Plant did just compare Led 
Zeppelin to a tepid bath tub in the 
February issue, didn’t he? Forgive 
me if I’m wrong, but isn’t his current 
set stuffed with those very same 
hits. I’ve seen several interviews 
where I’ve thought he’s been very 
disrespectful to the band that made 
his name and all of us who bought 
the albums and attended the 
concerts. Shit, I was even sacked for 
playing hooky from work to go to 
Brussels on the Over Europe tour.

I’m at a loss as to why he seems 
quite prepared to play his classic 
songs with just about anybody, 
other than Jimmy, John Paul and 
Jason. he’s in the exalted position 
that he’s in because of all of us who 
have supported him down the 
years. I don’t think that, while  
it’s still possible, asking for a 
proper farewell world tour is too 
much to ask.

he could then go back to 
reinterpreting “Black Dog” with 
Nepalese nose flute players or 
anybody else that takes his fancy. 
I’ve always thought that he’d  
be great fronting Tinariwen,  
or how about a Christmas album 
with Bellowhead?
Steve Shaw, via email

 
kinky logic
While I found the news about 
expanded versions of Lola Versus 
Powerman and Everybody’s In 
Show-Biz exciting in your recent 
entertaining article [February 
issue] about The Kinks, my 
eyebrows were raised with 
incredulity at the news that 
“Expanded editions of the first five 
studio albums plus Arthur follow in 
may.” Excuse me? Were these the 
first five studio albums and Arthur 
that were released in extended 
editions in 2002 and then released 
in deluxe double editions in 2011? 
I understood the 2011 releases as 
there was improved sound quality, 
plus mono and stereo versions 
(where available) and a mopping 
up of EP rarities and demos. 

So are we going to have the same 
albums with an extra 5.1 surround 
sound version (hmm!) and then a 
few sweepings from the studio floor 
to justify yet another release. 
Sounds like milking the cash cow 
blues to me!
 Andy Gaines, Norwich

gee wizz!
Great to see you report a prominent 
role for Wizz Jones at the Bert Jansch 
tribute concert. Nearly 140,000 
people have viewed Bruce 
Springsteen’s version of Wizz’s 
great song “When I Leave Berlin” 
on YouTube. however, self-effacing 
Wizz is sadly not a music 
millionaire. his website displays 
a 2004 royalty statement for 12p 
which was deemed “too small to 
pay by BaCs”. how about some 
Uncut profiles of brilliant – but 
neglected – UK folk icons? 
meanwhile I enjoyed reading allan 
Jones’ encounter with Don arden. 
I made sure I was extremely polite to 
Don when the NME sent me to New 
York to report on ELO in the 1970s – 
Don himself had a suite in the Plaza, 
while Jeff Lynne and the band were 
quartered in a rather cheaper gaff a 
few blocks away. Pecking order very 
clear. Best wishes.
Bob Edmands, via email

english rose
I really enjoyed the last Uncut, as I 
always do and I have a couple of 
questions. In the Nick Lowe article 
they recommended various albums 
to check out. One of his best LPs 
was not listed. Is it because The 
Rose Of England is out of print or am 
I the only one that thinks that is his 
best album? I loved the americana 
list for 2013 and I have most of them. 

however, it was a surprise not to see 
holly Williams’ The Highway there. 
I am sure it got a release in England, 
so once again I must be in the 
minority when I say I believe it 
worthy of a mention as one of the 
best americana albums of last year. 
There you have my humble views. 
The Lou reed article was classic. 
Great reading.
Norm Tandberg, Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada
I’m not sure The Rose Of England
is Nick’s best album, but the title 
track is certainly one of his best 
songs. Amazingly, it does seem 
to be out of print. Secondhand 
copies are going for £30 and more 
on Amazon. – Allan

blake’s heaven
Just finishing an initial glance 
through the new Uncut, and two 
articles combined to trigger a great 
memory. It was at the aTP [rIP] a 
few years ago and Teenage Fanclub 
were backing Edwyn Collins. I 
shook hands with Norman Blake 
after and thanked him for great set. 
he gave me the biggest grin you’ve 
ever seen and said it was a privilege 
for him to back the great man. aTP 
and Norman – the epitome of classy 
and accessible music. 

Oh, and where the hell is The 
Pastels’ Slow Summits in your Best 
Of 2013 list?!
Simon Perry, Derbyshire

knock down ginger
I’ve been trying to resist the 
temptation to respond to Ginger 
Baker’s comments from a few 
issues ago re: his contemporaries 
not being able to ‘swing’. as a 
lifelong fan of John Bonham’s work, 
I can only say, listen to “The Lemon 
Song” on the second Zep album. 
End of. methinks mr Baker is just 
a bitter and twisted individual 
(probably for several decades 
now) and should get over himself. 
Isn’t it interesting that he only 
attacked drummers who have since 
passed on. I say, weak as piss 
Ginger! Love your work. hate your 
attitude. Not that he’ll give a shit, 
but I just had to express my 
disappointment. apart from that, 
I’ve been a fan of the magazine 
since day one and continue to be. 
The only lament being the 
downsizing of the movie section. 
however, you’ve turned me on to so 
many fantastic artists and bands 
that I’m bound to forgive you. 
Sincere thanks to you and the team 
of contributors for keeping me up 
to date with what’s happening and 
season’s greetings (a bit late, sorry).

 Just a thought, how about a 
feature on “australianana”, with 
the likes of Nick Cave, Dave Graney, 
midnight Oil, Cold Chisel, Dingoes, 
et al?
Graeme Smith, Traralgon, 
Australia

Feedback…
Email allan_jones@ipcmedia.com or write to: Uncut Feedback, 9th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 
110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU. Or tweet us at twitter.com/uncutmagazine 

disgusted, from 
southfields…
as I enter my 60th year I fear I’m 
morphing into Disgusted, From 
Tunbridge Wells, a situation not 
helped by the latest Uncut and the 
scoring of albums you review.

 Exhibit one; ry Cooder, 1970-
1987. Now no-one rates mr Cooder 
higher than I do, so this collection 
of his first 11 LPs is hugely welcome. 
But as your individual rating of the 
albums only has one as 9 out of 10 
and three rate 6, then even allowing 
that the sum of the parts is greater 
than the sum, it’s surely difficult to 
justify the overall score of 9.

 Exhibit two; an LP review that 
talks about ‘memorable moments’, 
‘bracing thrusts of electric guitar’, 
‘lilting folk’ and ‘fine tunes’ that 
scores a miserable and illogical 6 
out of 10. Catch The Deep Dark 
Woods on their tour in early 2014 
and shake your head at the 
ineptitude of the scoring editor  
at Uncut. as correspondents to 
Private Eye are wont to say, if I had 
a subscription to your magazine  
I’d cancel it. But I don’t so I can’t, 
which reminds me, I really must get 
round to purchasing a subscription 
to your magazine early in 2014!
 Richard Hilton, Southfields, 
London

cheers, bud!
Would you please give my thanks 
to Bud Scoppa for his fine reviews. 
Through these I’ve been introduced 
to some wonderful music, 
including my favourite album of  
the year, The Parson red heads’ 
Yearling. I also agree with his box- 
set of the year, the Duane allman 
retrospective, Skydog. Please keep 
up the superb work. Life wouldn’t 
be the same without Uncut.
Paul Collingwood, via email

 
barefoot  
in the dark 
I’ve been a lifelong Barefoot Jerry 
lover, since their ’70s heyday and 
was happy to see them referenced 
in your review of White Denim 
[December issue]. Until I read the 
blurb under their eponymous 
second LP in your pit barbecue 
section. “hospitality Song” is the 
lead-off track of their 1971 debut 
Southern Delight, not their second 
album. The lead track there is 
“Castle rock”. Barefoot Jerry get 
so little attention, when they were 
really the best at what they did –
progressive acid country rock that 
could both boogie and swing. It 
would be great if someone would 
look deeply into their sound and 
history, and pay them the respect 
they deserve. Charlie Daniels 
certainly knew about it!
Dok Webb, via email

letters crossword
A cocktAil Audio X10 sound system worth more thAn £400

“Tepid bath tub” 
Led Zeppelin, with 
a “disrespectful” 
Robert Plant , right
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HOW TO ENTER 

The letters in the shaded squares form an anagram of a song by the ramones. When you’ve 
worked out what it is, send your answer to: Uncut march 2014 Xword Comp, 9th floor, 
Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark St, London SE1 0SU. The first correct entry picked at 
random will win a prize. Closing date: February 27 , 2014. This competition is only open
to European residents. 

ANSWERS: TAKE 200

ACROSS
 1 aftershock, 6 Cher, 10 angel, 11 
Love hurts, 12 Toto, 13+27a heart 
Full Of Soul, 16 Daniel, 17 Devo, 
19+35a Nasty Girl, 21 Gypsy Eyes, 

24 Bang, 26 Blue, 28 Loon, 30 
Youth, 32 Overgrown
DOWN
1 a Salty Dog, 2 Tighten Up, 3 relf, 
4+22D helter Skelter, 5 Cover me, 7 
horslips, 8 rush, 9 Chiffons, 
14+26D Sexy Boy, 18 mykonos, 20 

Ten, 23+15D Sister ray, 24 Blur, 25 
Gown, 29+36a Oh Diane, 31 
O.m.G., 33 God, 34 Win
 HIDDEN ANSWER
“alma matters” 

Compiled:  Trevor hungerford
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CluES ACROSS

1 Biting and scratching, Billy Bragg puts up 
a real fight (5-3-4)
8 On reflection, he was responsible for
this Captain Beefheart album (6-3)
9 The actual album released by the Pet 
Shop Boys (4)
11+37A 1985 Tv drama series with 
soundtrack by Eric Clapton and michael 
Kamen (4-2-8)
13 “I wanna play cricket on the green, ride 
my bike across the stream”, 1966 (2-1-3)
15 (See 2 down)
16+7D The Charlatans’ Tim Burgess going 
solo was just another 13 across (4-1-3)
18+22D mazzy Star getting mixed up with 
that bird of mine (5-2-4)
19 Stuart adamson’s band before Big 
Country (5)
22 an rEm lyric rewritten by ex-member
of The Fall (4-5)
24 Blanco Y _____, record label for The 
Jesus and mary Chain (5)
27 rory Gallagher’s band before going solo (5)
30 (See 28 down)
31 US alt.rock band make an appearance 
in The Sweeney (4)
32 (See 29 down)
34 Comic editor includes reference to 
Julianne regan’s band after leaving
all about Eve (4)
36 Prog-rockers who shared with us
“The Thoughts Of Emerlist Davjack” (4)
37 (See 11 across)

CluES DOWN

1+21D “If I could save ____ __ _ _____, the 

first thing that I’d like to do is save every 
day”, Jim Croce (4-2-1-6)
2+15A It’s where we prefer to buy Style 
Council gear (3-9-4)
3 aussie band whose albums include
Mars Needs Guitars!  and Purity Of Essence 
(6-5)
4 Linkin Park song performed without 
feeling (4)
5+6D Steve Winwood, Bonnie raitt
and aerosmith all had albums with this 
title (4-5)
7 (See 16 across)
10 Curtis mayfield, Sepultura and The Everly 
Brothers all had albums with this title (5)
12 (See 26 down)
14 (See 29 down)
17 Senegalese musician who created 
‘Trouble’ in 2004 (4)
20 Oasis, Jam and Nick Cave all had LPs 
with this as the first word of the title (3)
21 (See 1 down)
22 (See 18 across)
23 “I look at yours, you laugh at mine, and 
love is just a miserable ___”, The Smiths (3)
25 Nasty bloke within Fatima mansions (4-3)
26+12D “I got a new suit of clothes, a pretty 
red rose, and a woman I can call my friend”, 
Bruce Springsteen (6-4)
28+30A I’ll get hanged, wrongly, for 
naming a Fairport Convention album (5-7)
29+14D+32A Difficult to see how to dance 
to this Fleetwood mac album (5-2-3-5)
33 “I’m not scared, light my candles in a 
daze, ’cause I’ve found ___”, from 
Nirvana’s “Lithium” (3)
35 alexis Korner’s band whose version
of “Whole Lotta Love” was used as Top Of 
The Pops’ theme (1-1-1)

The revolutionary Cocktail audio X10 
digital sound system has a powerful hard drive 
that means it can record and store up to 7,500 CDs 
ready to play back at the touch of a button. It has a 
full colour 3.5-inch display that makes it simple to 
navigate its numerous functions, view album 

artwork and arrange music by genre, artist, album 
and discography via this interface.  The X10 is also 
an internet radio and music streamer.
The Cocktail Audio X10 starts at £379.95 and is 
available at www.sygnifi.co.uk.
NB The prize includes wi-fi dongle worth £29.


