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On a wet and chilly Friday 
afternoon in March, a fifth 
grade class walk from Godson 

Elementary to Mill Lake Park. They 
arrived at the park with a purpose and 
knew exactly what their mission was: 
They were there to pick up as much 
garbage as possible, weigh in the 
collection, and with these results compete 
with their counterpart Grade 5 class - 
who were also partaking in the initiative.     
It was the same task which they have 
dutifully completed since October. Their 
enthusiasm hasn’t wavered over the span 
of six months -  there is a lot at stake 
here!
 The class who collects the greatest 
amount of garbage will win a free class 
outing to Castle Fun Park. The initiative 
falls under Castle Fun Park’s Community 
Outreach Program where school and 
community groups are invited to create 
a social initiative for the betterment of 
Abbotsford. The group who completes 
this task wins a full expenses paid trip to 
Castle Fun Park.
 Godson Elementary was the pilot 
school for this project. During the process 
students have collectively removed 74 
pounds of garbage out of Mill Lake Park. 

The fifth graders were surprised 
by the amount of garbage that they 
picked up on a weekly basis, one 
of the students exclaimed in shock 
“the amount of garbage is gross”. 
 The program hasn’t been 
without its new experiences. Their 
teacher and vice-principal, Erica 
Hopkins notes how surprised she 
and the students were by what 
they found in the park. They were 
expecting to see garbage, but some 
of the items they found “makes 
me think that a lot of what they are 

seeing is the result of vandalism.” 
 What is the most interesting object that 
they have found so far? They discovered a 
tire which was stuck in a mud pit. Two of 
the students, Nina and Victoria, first spotted 
it and in total six children were needed 
to pull it out of the ground. The tire was 
rolled 500 metres back to the school. After 
the initial joyous weigh-in of the tire, the 
school had to find a way to properly recycle 
it.
 Another misplaced object even included 
a broken stop sign.
 But what was the biggest surprise of the 

Godson ElEmEntary school:
“Good, clean fun” gets a whole new meaning

abovE: The girls enjoy the Bumper Cars with the Prize Package they won!
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Community Outreach Program? 
It was not the motivation of a free 
class outing to Castle Fun Park – 
but rather what a huge motivator 
making the initiative a competition 
between the two classes has been. 
Hopkins notes that “by having this 
be a competition the kids are even 

more motivated to see whether they 
can out-do the other classes efforts...
These kids are willing to climb 
about and search for garbage in all 
sorts of places.”
 Hopkins thinks that the most 
impactful learning experience the 
children have walked away with 

abovE: The boys show off their bowling skills 
at Bowlingo. middlE: The girls choose which 
prizes they get to take home with the e-tickets 
they won by playing games!

abovE: The winning class as they brave the weather cleaning up Mill Lake Park 
for six months!

What PrizE did thE studEnts Win?The package was valued at more than $900 in attractions and games for the students’ enjoyment! 
hoW did this school GEt involvEd?They filled out the application form highlighting the Community Project they were going to undertake for several months and handed it in for approval.

Does this program run again? Can my sChool partiCipate?Yes it does. Castle Fun Park is on the lookout for some fantastic teachers and amazing students who want to change their community in a meaningful manner. Application forms will be available by the end of August on their facebook page.
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is how they now see their own 
school yard with a fresh sense of 
ownership: “The children now 
look at Mill Lake as a place that 
they can be responsible for and 
proud of.”
And what is the community 
response to sixty fifth graders 
running through the park with 
garbage bags in hand? “We get 
a lot of smiles from other people 
who are also enjoying the park”.

Are you a teacher and would like to 
motivate and reward your students? Would like to 
hear about Castle Fun Park’s special promos and fam-
ily events?
 
Go to our facebook page to find out more!
facebook.com/CastleFunPark

abovE: Teacher and Vice Principal Erica Hopkins with her students at the Shooting Gallery

lEft: Students pick up Garbage  riGht: Students pick up their prizes! 


