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Bonsai Box™ Specimen Crepe Myrtle
tree seed | bonsai growing medium | bonsai scissors

recycled US steel bonsai grow box™

bon = shallow tray  |  sai = plant or planting
bonsai is a recreation of nature, artistically interpreted, that is constantly growing and changing; the art of gardening 
in its purist sense. While there are masters who have pursued and perfected this ancient skill for generations, bonsai 
remains an entirely simple process. The tree species for this kit was carefully chosen for its beauty as a bonsai 
specimen and for its fast growth rate. Your bonsai kit includes everything needed to grow and sculpt an authentic 
bonsai tree into an elegant work of living art.

crepe myrtle | Lagerstroemia indica
One of the loveliest and easiest bonsai to grow, Crepe myrtle is a deciduous tree with peeling grey on red bark. During 
the second year, leaves start green and turn red through the spring. This fast growing tree has tiny flowers that grow 
on new wood and appear during summer months and range in color from pink to red. Crepe Myrtle bonsai is often 
displayed during the winter months, after its leaves have fallen, to reveal its wonderful trunk color and structure.

to grow | 1. Place grow box™ cover under the grow box™ to serve as a drainage tray.  2.  Remove the bag of soil and bag 
of seeds from the grow box. 3. Open soil bag and fill with enough water to meet the soil line. Seal bag and work water 
into soil with hands. Over a sink, poke holes in base of bag letting water drain from the bag. Squeeze out as much water 
as possible. Pour the soil into the grow box and level soil. 4. Remove seeds from packet and plant about ½” (12 mm) 
apart pushing the seeds just below the soil surface in center area of grow box. 5. Cover seeds lightly with soil.  6. Place 
a piece of plastic wrap over top of grow box and place in a warm area out of direct sunlight. Do not let the soil dry 
out. 7. When seeds sprout (in about 35-45 days), remove plastic wrap and place grow box in a location with morning 
sunlight. 8. Select the healthiest seedling and gently remove the others. (The extra seedlings may be transplanted to

other pots if care is taken not to damage the roots.) Leave the remaining seedling to grow in the grow box provided.  note. 
Temperature is important for seed germination. Soil typically is 5ºF/-15ºC, cooler than the surrounding air. Optimum 
soil temperature for seed germination is around 70ºF/21ºC. If your room temperature is cooler than 75ºF/24ºC, you 
will need to supplement heat with a simple desk lamp about 8” from top of pots. If your room temperature is warm 
enough, place pots and seedlings in a location with morning sunlight. Take care to bring indoors when temperatures 
drop below 50ºF/10ºC. Overwinter in a partially heated room where temperatures drop at night to mimic nature.

sun & watering | Partial to full sun. Do not allow the soil to dry out, but water less frequently May-June to encourage 
flowering. Water your tree with a watering can or hose attachment that has a fine spray nozzle. Water the soil deep 
enough until water is dripping into the drainage tray.

feeding | Fertilize every 2-3 weeks from spring to autumn. Use a bonsai formulated fertilizer at half strength. Do not 
fertilize while plant is in bloom.

pruning & wiring | Once your plant’s shoots have 4-6 leaves, use provided bonsai shears to trim back to 2-3 leaves 
to establish branching. The best time to prune your Crepe Myrtle is late fall to early spring. Do not prune June-July as 
flowers bloom on new growth. Your tree should begin to flower in approximately 2-3 years. Prune only once to allow 
the new shoots to set buds. If you wish to train your tree into a specific shape, wiring is a method commonly used. To 
best understand this technique, we recommend purchasing an instructional book, researching online or joining your 
local bonsai club. Wire your Crepe Myrtle from late spring to autumn when the plant is not setting buds. Use special 
care to protect the bark and branches when twisting the wire. Remove wire if it begins to cut into wood.

re-potting | It is necessary to repot your bonsai when the root system becomes root bound. Crepe Myrtle need to be re-
potted every 1-2 years in late winter or spring. You may use the same pot or choose a new container.  When re-potting, use a 
well drained soil high in organic matter. Use the provided bonsai shears to trim the bottom 10% of the roots before repotting. 
Re-pot the Crepe Myrtle at the same soil level from the previous planting taking care not to plant the trunk too deep.

Happy Gardening!
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