
www.thesrk.com



SADDO
FROM

Bucharest
“I studied 
art in Cluj-
Napoca, the most 
important city in 
Transilvania...”

“ I like to think 
of my peices as 
illustrations of  
untold stories”

I then moved down south to Bucharest, 
the capital of Romania. It is a sad and 
frustrating city because you can catch these 
glimpses of what the city could’ve been in 
a different historical context.What is nice 
though, is that it’s constantly changing, and 
there are new stuff popping up all the time. 



I like to think of my pieces as illustrations 
of untold stories. I even thought of writing 
some sort of background story for each 
character that I create, and then try to 
connect them somehow, but my thoughts 
are always so chaotic that I wouldn't really 
know how or where to start. 

My girlfriend Aitch always inspires me 
and pushes me to try new techniques.
I'm also very influenced by Bosch, Brueghel, 
Arcimboldo, Henri Rousseau, Victor 
Brauner, Walton Ford, Fernando Botero, 
Renaissance portraits, Vanitas paintings, 
Naive Art, African Art, Oriental patterns, 
stories, myths, old naturalistic illustrations 
of plant life, animals.

“I always loved 
story-telling 
and imaginary 
fantastic worlds.” 
Discovering street art and being part of 
a cohesive group of people was the first 
important thing that happened to me and 
my art. The simple fact that I was doing 
what I loved, and doing it with passion, 
with no pressure.  The fact that I met these 
people in Cluj, and we got to be super 
close friends, always hanging out together, 
pushing ourselves to do more and better, 
that was really important. I don't think  
I would've done it all by myself. 

Me and my girlfriend love Lisbon. We 
have been thinking about moving there for 
3 years now. We really love it and we feel 
super comfortable there, like we belong there.

Saddo and Aitch will be exhibiting their 
work in Canada in June 2013 at the 
La Petite Mort Gallery, Ottawa and the 
Parentheses Gallery, Halifax. Find out more 
about Saddo by visiting 
www.saddo.ro 
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WHO TO 
CHECKOUT?

“Discovering 
street art and 

being part of a 
cohesive group 

of people was the 
first important 

thing that 
happened to me, 

and my art.”

I don't really have a strong feeling of 
belonging to a community of artists, 
There are a few friends whom I worked with 
for different projects and shows. There is my 
girlfriend Aitch, who is one of my favourite 
artists, and one of the most important 
influences in my life and art, and also my 
friends Kitra, Sinboy, Noper. 

Whilst living in Cluj me and my friends 
started one of the first street art crews 
in Romania. We used to do a lot of stuff 
together, working, drawing, going out at 
night to paste up and paint stuff, having 
beers. The feeling of belonging to a group, 
or a community was more present then, than 
here in Bucharest.

I always loved story-telling and imaginary 
fantastic worlds, I used to read a lot when 
I was a kid, I used to watch lots of sci-fi, 
fantasy, horror movies, and most of my 
childhood I really wanted to be  
a movie director.



“We hope these films will 
serve as a means to educate
 people on the issues of 
capital punishment”

The death penalty was  
re-instated in the United States 
in 1976. Since then, for every 
ten people that have been 
executed, one person has been 
released from death row after 
spending an average of ten 
years in isolation.

'One For Ten' is an online series 
of campaign films that will be 
produced and broadcast over 
five weeks in April and May of 
2013. During those five weeks, 
the team behind ReelNice, 
a production company from 
London, will travel the width 
of the US and interview ten 
individuals who have been freed 
from death row. 

We hear from Megan Garner 
who is one of the producers 
behind the project.
 

We wanted to try and turn traditional 
documentary film making on its head.
We wanted to find a new way of 
producing social issue films that would 
allow people to engage, rather than 
just watching them.  In the past we’d 
been frustrated that we’d make content 
for TV broadcast, the cinema or radio, 
and it was always a one-way transaction 
that disappeared as soon as the  
credits rolled. 

We decided to try something new. 
We thought that if we made 10 films 
about 10 exonerees and made them 
as ’live’ as possible: livetweeting the 
interview, taking audience questions, 
posting the films only two days after 
they’re filmed and gathering feedback 
on each one. This gives us the level of 
interactivity that we were looking for; 
allowing the audience to shape each 
film and make them ‘democratic’.

The challenges of a project like this 
are rooted in the fact that it is so 
unique. We don’t have any of the 
standard broadcast partners, we’re  
just releasing the films on YouTube and 
our online outlets, like our website and 
social media pages. This means we 
have to work even harder to make sure 
they are seen. We’ve dealt with this by 
building a coalition of partners to share 
the films and by working to develop an 
engaged following on Facebook  
and Twitter.  

We also have to deal with logistical 
challenges like rain on filming days, 
finding a place with wifi so we can 
upload the films, juggling driving 
hundreds of miles and hours of editing 
in only 2-3 days, and where on earth to 
park a 30-foot RV when pulling up at a 
subject’s house. 

We hope these films will serve as 
a means to educate people on the 
issues of capital punishment that often 
aren’t well known: The fact that DNA 
evidence is more complicated than 
television shows make it seem, that 
eyewitness testimony is not always 
reliable, that confessions can be 
coerced. Hopefully when viewed all 
together, the 10 films will paint a more 
accurate picture of the complexities and 
flaws of the system and encourage a 
dialogue on the subject.  

Whether or not you agree with the 
death penalty, one out of ten is an 
outrageous level of failure. And in 
these cases the stakes couldn’t be 
higher. There’s no way to bring an 
innocent person back after execution.  
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Time on death row: 2 years
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