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This week we're thrilled to bring you the latest installment of our Packaging the Future compost d ES |g I'!
tests, where we break down the real-life biodegradabillity of eco packaging. Although | started this Recycled Materials
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packaging), | am now pleasantly surprised to say that we are two for two! This week we put the
compostable Bambu brand bamboo plate to the test and found that it really does break down quite

nicely — hit the jump for our in-depth report!
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| took the above picture on July 8, 2010, Just a few minutes before | added the plate to my backyard
compost (which, as previously detalled, Is far from ideal; | pretty much just throw my kitchen
scraps and other compostables on the plle and mix it up with leaves and other garden detritus. I'm not
a hard-core compaoster, so this test is imperfect in that there would be different results if one were to
try it in 2 more well-turned, ventilated, balanced and paid-attention-to compost heap.
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ARar 3 172 manlhs, e Bambos pilste s raifng predly wall, Me mald e Breaking down the i sice, g reen
while [fea fadf side is pesling Bpar and brsaking of ifo e compash hean dESig n

The Bambiu plate, while nofl braaking dawn as fasl a5 the Whola Foods oorl@Ener, (8 on ik way 5
: . ¥ Recyciad Materials

lurming inlo seil. While ihere are some anmdronmentsl Bsues associaled with bambos cops, such &5 i :
ariificially acceleraled growing 1echnigues and the supplanting of oid growh forests, Bambu says their PO REE e SLYY SON
plates are mode from 100% organic bamboo, which generally comes. from well-managed bamboo Power Sustainable
stands: Since L' thickes and mors mgid Fian e Whole Foods containgr, and madce rom bamboo Building
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erviianmenl, 1hey don™ ever raally break down inls nateral constilbants; they st Became smalkar

ard smaler piecas of plasiic Thess bits often maks their way inio watersays where animals ngast

[of iry 1o ingeat) tham, bidcking thair digastive irack ard killing tham ouickly. They may akso absam
1he chermicals e plastic s made from, kiling tham slowh. Whan we aal lish that has been srackirg 0 ArchBEsecium >
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Then Besta's leaching. Whan cempostable packages evenlually (evenbuallyl) braak den in a Erdfill, [ Fursiiure >
1y &nd reducad o natural constivants (ke caliuloss or barnboo fibar. YWhen plaslic is sluck in a | i
Landfill, it will, ower lime, laach Bhe loedc chemicals used o make he conlanes, which can evenlually g E:jlﬁ:::
wark its way inlo local water lables. Yep, that means thal we {or the animals we eat) end up drinking [ Graphics >
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So I real reasan hal compastaties are betler than plastic s al ey anme balber o the Fealt of
hurrean beings fard olher animats). Ower time, Biey also lake up less space in kandfils. And thatl's oaly
loohking al the disposal part of the cyce; a quick look 3l how a plastic plate is made, versus baw one
is mage from natur matevials thal bisdegrade, shows st lhe cresion grecess lor plastics creates
mare Baxic wiste 100 [though due to the size of preduction Tacifities — essentaly the scake of

production — plaslics may use less amangy o craaba).

| kv, il's & bt 8o think sboul Bie mext Sme you get your fiends logeter for chips and drinks and
you'e looking for same plates for (he apps. | would definitely buy Bambu plates il | steoiulsly HAD o
use disposables. Bul i you wanl fo save monray and really be amdronmentally fiendly, use real dishes
and ged your Trignds bo help you wash up. A kst of sur carveniencas s jus? thal — ral really
necessary. | regulerly enteriain both indoees ard out, and | use the real sl when | da. I you are
alrsird of ruiring your plates or kids brasking them, consider thrfing sore exdra plates {Goodwil
ahways hs fun prnls available thel you car mix and match ] and siorng them for parlies. Disposable
ANTHIRG is never as good as reusable obecls, al leas! when @ comes Lo lba planal
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