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My name is Zane Black...
aaaannnnndddd I…...LOVE JESUS!
But that hasn’t always been the case. For most of my life I 
wanted nothing to do with the dude. For 21 years of my life I 
lived for my own pleasures and desires. 

I wanted to experience life, and life to the fullest. Maybe 
you can relate, you want to experience happiness, joy, 
excitement and fullness of life. I heard a statistic the other 
day, 10 out of 10 people…die. Yep, I haven’t tested it yet, 
but I believe it is true. Which tells me that you and I got one 
life to live. We have got one shot at this thing. And I don’t 
know about you, but I want to experience it to the fullest.

I have always been the type of guy to go all in as part of 
my quest to experience the most excitement and adventure 
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INZANE

life has to offer. I just ended up “going all in” for the wrong 
things. For so much of my life, I tried to find happiness in 
all the wrong places and it almost cost me my life. Some 
people say it was that I got caught up in the wrong crowd, 
you know, peer pressure. I think it was that I was looking for 
a place to fit in, and it just so happened that the crowd who 
welcomed me in was the party crew. But I’m getting ahead 
of my story…

______________

I was raised by parents who loved me and went to great 
lengths to give me the best life they knew how. I am so 
thankful for my mom and my dad, they are awesome people. 
Although they loved me, their love for each other didn’t 
last because they got divorced by the time I was four years 
old. People often ask me if it was hard being raised in a 
broken home. Honestly, I don’t know any different. I never 
remember my parents being together. The first time I ever 
saw my parents in the same place and getting along was 
when they both came to my college graduation and rented a 
car together. It was weird…but awesome.

I don’t remember a ton from my childhood and growing up. 
It seems that my memories have been clouded by fermented 
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LEARNIN’ 

EARLY.I STILL HAVE THAT HEADBAND... AND I STILL WEAR IT!

APPARENTLY I THOUGHT I WAS TOUGH IN SPANDEX SHORTS. UNFORTUNATELYI LOOK LIKE I WAS STARVING.

hops and bong resin. Some people say that drugs have no 
effect on you. Try telling your doctor that. Because of that 
stuff, most of my memories of the past are like looking over 
a valley covered in fog. I can make out most of it, but the 
details are hazy. 

Well, no worries, I am not going to try to recount all the fuzzy 
details of my life to you here. Most of it, I would rather not 
share at all, since I wish I could totally forget a bunch of it 
myself. The stuff I’m telling you about in this book is all in 
hopes of helping you avoid my same mistakes. Dare 2 Share 
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I’m going to try to share with you what formed me into the 
person I am today. I’m not doing this because I’m such a 
great guy and think that everyone should want to be like 
me. HECK NO! I’m doing it to show that no person is a lost 
cause. There is no one who has done too much or strayed 
too far from the outstretched hands of God’s love and 
forgiveness. And once that love and forgiveness penetrates 
the walls of a person’s heart, their potential becomes as vast 
as the stars in the sky. My life is proof.
 
A friend once said, “Thank God I am not the person I use to 
be, and thank God that He is not through making me into 
the person He wants me to be.” I am not the same person I 
was years ago, but just because my life has been changed, 
it doesn’t mean I’ve got it all together now either. God’s not 
done yet, my story isn’t finished and neither is yours. There 
is more to be written. I hope this book will encourage you 
and help you realize just how much adventure, fulfillment, 
joy and purpose is still to be experienced in the unwritten 
part of your story. If you allow God to be the author.
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