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MICHIGAN FIBER FESTIVAL, INC.

P. O. Box 744, Hastings, MI  49058

269-948-2497

staff@michiganfiberfestival.info

www.michiganfiberfestival.info

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP:

                                 Please note changes in the membership program:

                         We have gone to a three level membership program.

                      New memberships will run from Aug.1 ~ July 31 each year.

Level 1: $15.00 membership ~ Benefits are ~ 10% off  MFF merchandise, voting at the annual meeting,

tax deduction, and Fiberline magazine mailed

 Level 2: $30.00 membership ~ Benefits are ~ 10% off MFF merchandise, voting at the annual meeting,

tax deduction, one free weekend pass, and Fiberline magazine mailed

Level 3: $50.00 membership ~ Benefits are ~ 10% off MFF merchandise, voting at the annual meeting,

tax deduction, two free weekend passes, early access to register for workshops, & Fiberline magazine.

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State _____  Zip _________

E-mail ____________________________________Phone______________________

                    Membership Year : August 1st,  2013 - July31st, 2014

Check Enclosed: $__________________________Check No. _______ Date _______

Join the Michigan Fiber Festival Family of supporters and volunteers!
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  Michigan Fiber Festival Inc.
P.O. Box 744

Hastings Mi. 49058

E-Mail:
staff@michiganfiberfestival.info

Phone: (269) 948-2497

            Web site:
www.michiganfiberfestival.info

Michigan Fiber Festival
Aug. 13th ~ 17th, 2014

 Festival Admission:
Friday FREE

Saturday & Sunday
$5.00 per person per day
Children 8 or under free

Weekend Pass ( Sat. & Sun)

            $8.00 per person

If you want the hard copy

magazine mailed to you let us

know so we can add you to the

bulk mailing list for your

FREE copy.

After the bulk mailing it will be

$3.00 to get a magazine

mailed.

Editors Notes:

With this edition of the fiberline e-magazine it completes our second
year doing the e-magazine. It has been fun and educational for me
hopefully the same for you. I enjoy reading the articles and patterns
submitted by readers and fellow Fiber Enthusiasts.  Please keep
sending you articles, patterns and ideas for future publication.

    to: jill@ladypeddler.info
  or: staff@michiganfiberfestival.info

 Editor:  Jill Turner
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              Find us on:

Facebook, Ravelry  and Twitter

     www.michiganfiberfestival.info

 Features:

          Mission Statement:

The mission of the Michigan Fiber

Festival Inc. is to promote the interest

of individuals and / or businesses

related to natural fiber, to advance and

continue high quality standards of

business practice in the natural fiber

area and to further the development

and knowledge within the fiber

community.

     Organizational Purpose and

Objectives:

The organizational purpose and

objectives of Michigan Fiber Festival

Inc. are: to establish an environment

conducive to the growth and expan-

sion of the fiber community within

Michigan;  to develop a yearly forum

to learn, show, display, and exchange

fiber animals, products and knowl-

edge; to advance fiber arts and related

programs within the community and

state; to offer a showcase and exhibi-

tion for the fiber animal industry; and

to encourage and nurture youth

involvement in the fiber industry and

fiber arts.
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Brief History of Bead Knitting or

Crocheting                                  6&7

By:    Nancy Alison Custom

                  Beaded Purses LLC

Holiday Recipes          10

Ring Weaving   12 & 13

 Spouses Surprise MFF Enthusiasts

by Janet Clawson          14

              Patterns:
Poinsettia Ornament 5

               by Jill Turner

Simple Socks                       8&9

               by Jill Turner

The E~ Magazine is not free to all of

those on the email list!

  You will recieve the magazine three

times a year via Costant Contact.



2013 ~ 2014   Michigan Fiber Festival Board of Directors

Name:                                Location               Board Position                 Terms in office up

Jean Ann  Wahl-Piotrowski     Hastings MI               President                     14

Beverly Garrett                      Battle Creek MI            V. Pres. 14

Jill Turner                                Hastings  MI               Tres.                 16

Susan Chapman   Kalamazoo MI          Sec.                                16

Linda Brown                           Eagle MI                                                              15

Naomi Wilson Lake Odessa MI                 16

Liz Stout   Fremont MI                 14

Janet Clawson                    Lawton MI 15

Karen Cote     Plainewell  MI 15
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                     New board members were elected at the October  Annual meeting.

                        New officers were elected Nov.19th at the board meeting.

     Those in RED are committees that need a chairperson all committees need a co-chairperson.

   If you would like to help any of the above please contact the office.

                     staff@michiganfiberfestival.info or call 269-948-2497

                                       Committee Chairs & Co Chairs
Alpaca/Llama Rita & Roger Johr

Angora Goat Show Liz Stout/ Melanie Pitts

Association Memberships OPEN

Camping Margarete Fochtman/Jan Wallington

Entertainment Sue Saunders

Free Demonstrations Susan Chapman/Nan Nichols

Festival Signs Sue Parker Adams

Fiber Arts Display Mary Hinchman/ Karen Cote

Gate Karen Cote / Linda Brown

Hospitality OPEN

Information/Workshop Reg Loretta Gunburg/ Karen Cote

Kids Activities Ellen Colsten

Mini Workshops Suzanne Pufpaff

Mohair Fleece Liz Stout/ Judy Hogan

Promotion Items Jean Ann Wahl-Piotrowski/ Terri Gherardi

Publicity Jill Turner/ Naomi Wilson

Pygora Goats Allison Sluis/ Nan Nichols

Rabbit Show/Fleece Henry/Peterson & Havlicek

Ribbons & Trophies Diane Double

Scholarships Suzanne Pufpaff

Sheep Show Mike & Heather Ludlam

Skein Competition Janet Clawson/ Rowan O’Dougherty

Vendor Booths Linda Brown / Jill Turner

Volunteer Coordinator Beverly Garrett/ Susan Chapman

Wool Fleece Show Naomi Wilson/ Dawn Ingall

Workshop Bev Garrett / Terri Smith



CADMICHIGAN FIBER FESTIVAL

                       NEEDS YOU!

           Be a volunteer !

  The festival needs you,

become a volunteer at festival,

help us continue all the events

and activities we currently

have, and expand for the

future!.                                                           Michigan Fiber Festival    5

 

Poinsettia Ornament 
 
Materials needed: 

Needles size 6 set of double points, tapestry needle. 
Yarn about 100 yds per flower worsted weight. 

 
 

 
Leaves Make 6 
With MC, CO 3 sts. Distribute sts over 3 dpn,  
place marker (pm), and join in the rnd. 
Odd rows 1-13 Knit 
Row 2: K1f&b in each st around—6 sts. 
Row 4: *K1f&b, k1; rep from * to end—9 sts. 
Row 6: *K1f&b, k2; rep from * to end—12 sts. 
Row 8: *K1f&b, k3; rep from * to end—15 sts. 
Row 10:*K2tog, k3; rep from * to end—12 sts rem. 

Row 12: *K2tog, k2; rep from * to end—9 sts rem. 
Row 14: *K2tog, k1; rep from * to end—6 sts rem. 
Row 15: *K2tog; rep from * to end—3 sts rem. 
Cut yarn. Thread tail through rem sts and cinch to close. 
 
Berries Make 3 
With CC, CO 1 st. 
Row 1: (K1, p1, k1, p1, k1) all in same st—5 sts. 
Row 2: P5. 

Row 3: Pass 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th sts over first st—1 st rem. 
Cut yarn and pull tail through st to fasten off. 
Tie two yarn tails tog. 
 
Finishing 
Sew core of poinsettia tog by taking one of 
the yarn tails from a petal and weaving it 
through the bottom points of all petals. 
Weave in all ends. Sew berries to the 
middle of the poinsettia. Make a 4-st I-cord 

about 8" long. Sew bottoms 
of cord tog to form loop. Sew bottom of 
loop to the back of the poinsettia core. 
Sew the sides of the loop three quarters of 
the way up the backs of two poinsettia 
petals to help structure and balance the 
ornament.  
 

 
 

      Add a couple of leaves and replace the berries

 with beads or a brooch to make great table

  ornaments or pins.

By: Jill Turner



Brief History of Bead Knitting or Crocheting  By:    Nancy Alison Custom Beaded Purses LLC

There are knit shawls and there are shawls knit with beads.  There are crocheted purses, and there are

purses crocheted with beads.  What’s the difference – Bling!

If you’re a knitter or crocheter and haven’t explored the possibility of working with beads, it’s time you

tried.  I have been a knitter & crocheter for 40 years and I made everything from basket hangers to

intricate ornaments.  But when I volunteered at a local historical museum, I discovered bead knitting

and bead crochet – a very historical art.  In the museum’s collection were several antique purses, made

with beads.  As I looked closely at them, I discovered most of them were knit!

Being a knitter, I had to learn how they were made.  I set out to learn how to make them but it was not

an easy task.  There was not much information available on the techniques.  I searched the internet,

went to libraries, and looked at old pattern books.  I found a VHS tape made in the 1990’s by Alice Korach

(of the Bead & Button Magazine), in which she showed one technique of bead knitting.   There was also

a classic old book, “Mary Thomas’ Knitting Book”, first published in 1938 (reprinted by Dover

Publications, 1972), which briefly described bead knitting.

 Little by little, I discovered the techniques that were used to make the beautiful old beaded purses.  It

took me several years to research, practice and perfect the old patterns.  Now, I try to re-create some of

the old purse patterns that I find in books, but also design my own patterns.

I use one of four techniques to make my beaded purses.  With each technique, beads are strung onto

the knitting/crochet thread before you begin your project.  Then, you work the beads into or between

the stitches.  I have listed the techniques in order of difficulty:

Bead Crochet:  This technique uses mainly single crochet and is usually done in the round.  The bead is

slid up to the stitches and worked into each stitch.

Beaded Knitting:  This uses only the knit stitch and the beads are slid between the knit stitches.

New Bead Knitting:  A little more difficult stitch, in that the beads must be worked right into the knit and

purl stitches.

Old Bead Knitting:  This technique is usually done in the round with 4 or 5 needles.  It uses the only the

knit stitch and the beads sit right on the stitches.  Many antique beaded purses were made this way.

I have written two books and have many patterns and kits to make these beautiful antique-looking

purses.  A DVD is also available, showing 6 short lessons on how to do the techniques.  If you’d like to try

bead knitting or bead crochet, or if you have any questions about it, contact me by e-mail from my

website, www.nancyalison.com, or by my business e-mail, nancyalison@charter.net.  I would love to

help you get started in this beautiful old traditional art.
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                         Samples of the beaded Purses:

Violetta                             Sierra

  Favicon

Hamilton



Simple Socks

Materials:

Size  2 or 3 needles you can use double points or circular

Sock yarn about 430 yards

Abbreviations:

K ~ Knit

P ~ Purl

Ssk~ slip, slip, knit these 2 st together

St ~ stitch

Small~ Med. ~ Large

Cast on  44 ( 48, 54) sts  join for working in the round.

If using one circular ~Place marker, being careful not to twist sts.

If using two circulars place half the stitches on each set of needles.

If using double points place 1/3 of the stitches on each  of the 3 needles placing your maker where you have

joined the stitches.

Begin cuff

K1, P1 rib for 4 to 6" depending on the cuff length you want.

Knit 4 rounds in st. st.

Heel flap

Using half of the stitches ~

Row 1 Sl 1 Knit to the end of the row

Row 2 Sl 1 purl to the end of the row

Repeat rows 1 & 2 until heel flap measures 2 ½” (3,3)

End on row 2

Turn Heel

Row 1  k12,(13, 15) ssk, k1 turn

Row 2  Sl1, p3,(3,4) p2tog, p1 turn

Row 3  Sl1, k4, (4,5) ssk, k1 turn

Row 4  Sl1 p5, (5,6), p2 tog. P1 turn

Continue in this manner, always slip first st, then work to gap. Work the 2sts on either side of gap together,

work next st and turn.

On last 3 rows of heel turn will be:



 Sl1, k10, (10,14) ssk,  K 0 ( 1,0) turn

Row 4  Sl1 p10, (11,13), p2 tog. P 0 (1,0) turn

K12 (14, 15) sts.

Heel Gusset

Pick up and knit in each slipped st. along the heel flap, between the heel flap and the instep.

10 to 15 sts. depending on length of the flap.

Knit across the 22 (24, 27) sts on the instep.

Pick up and knit in each slipped st. along the heel flap, between the heel flap and the instep.

10 to 15 sts. depending on length of the flap.

Knit across remaining sts on heel gusset and instep.

Gusset Decrease

Rnd 1  beginning at right edge of instep  K1 ssk, k until 3 st remain, before instep, K2 tog. K1

Knit across instep

Rnd 2 Knit all

Rep rnds 1 &2 until you are back to the 44 ( 48, 54) sts again.

Foot

Knit all rounds until foot measures from heel flap, is approximately 2 ( 2 ¼, ) inches shorter than desired

foot length.

Toe Decrease

With sts. divided on two needles

Round 1

Needle 1  K1, ssk, k to last 3 sts k2 tog, k1

Needle 2 K1, ssk, k to last 3 sts k2 tog, k1

Round 2

Knit all

Repeat rnds 1 &2 until 10 (12,12) sts remain on each needle.

Continue doing round 1 only till 6 (8,8) sts remain on each needle

With tapestry needle , weave toe using Kitchener stitch , secure all ends.

 By: Jill Turner

(C) Lady Peddler 2007



 Easy Holiday Recipes

Bishop’s Bread

1c. sugar

3 eggs

4T. baking powder

1 1/2 t. salt

1c. chopped dates

1c. marashino cherries

2c. nuts

1 1/2 c. flour

1/4 c. cherry juice

1pkg. chocolatr bits

Mix as for loaf cake, using the cherry juice instead of milk.  If the mixture seems to be too soft, add more

flour, add chopped dates, cherries, nuts and chocolate bits last.  Bake in a loaf or tube caker pan in a medium

oven 350 for 30 to 40 minutes.

Down East Canberry Ring

3T. butter

2c. fresh cranberries

1c. sugar

3c. flour

3t. baking powder

1/2t. salt

1/2c. shortening

1c. sugar

2 eggs

1 t. vanilla

1c. milk

Grease sides of 3 qt. ring, melt butter inside.  Wash cranberries, mix with 1c. sugar, sift together flour, baking

powder and salt.  In large bowl, cream shortening with 1 c. sugar, eggs, and vanilla until very light and fluffy.

Blend in alternately flour mixture and milk. Sprinkle cranberries over butter and arrange evenly  in mold.

Pour batter over cranberries.

Bake 45 to 50 minutes at 350.  Invert  mold on to large round  plate let stand 1 minute the lift off mold.

serve warm with  sauce sprinke with nuts.

Hot Cranberry Sauce

1can whle cranberry sauce

1t. orange peel

1/2 t. ginger

1/4 t. allspice

Combine all ingredients in saucepan.  Heat, stirring occasionally, until sauce is blended. Serve warm

Michigan Fiber Festival  10



Advertise with Michigan Fiber Festival

                                           On the Web or in the print Magazine

                 Web Advertising in the Marketplace    One full year for $30.00

                                              Size Square: 275x275 (pixels)

             Take advantage of the new Marketplace!

Get your name and information out to customers.  Make it possible for festival goers to find you

year around, link it to your website!

                            You can email your ad to staff@michiganfiberfestival.info

Mail your check to:  Michigan Fiber Festival Inc.  P.O. Box 744   Hastings, MI 49058

If you would like to contribute an article or story to the same email it to : jill@ladypeddler.info .

                             ADVERTISE IN 2014  Print Magazine

                                 ADVERTISING SIZES AND RATE

  Add Size    ( in inches)          Ad Size Width x Height Rate                          Cost
Inside Front or back cover 7 x 9 $300.00
Full Page  7 x 9 $250.00
2/3 Page 7 x 6 $200.00
1/2 Pg./Horiz. 7 x 4 1/2  $135.00
1/2 Vertical 3 1/2 x 9  $135.00
1/3 Pg./Horiz.  7 x 3  $ 95.00
1/4 Pg. Horiz. 3 1/2 x 4 1/4  $ 85.00
1/8 Pg./Horiz. ( business card) 3 1/2 x 2 ¼ $ 50.00
                                          or vertical 2 1/4 x 3 1/2
Color Ads: Add $50.00 for two color & $100.00 for four color. Must be camera ready.
Black and white ads must be camera/display ready on white paper with black ink.  Black and White only.

Camera ready means the ad meets exact size

specifications and requires no additional work. Photographs must be Black and White, screened by
your local printer or add $10.00 for screening charge. Please send original photos with ads if
not screened. Typesetting and layout services will be charged at a minimum of $25.00 per hour if your
ads are not camera ready.  Liability on all ads shall not exceed the cost of the space occupied
by the ad.
If you have any questions or want a quote on producing camera ready ads, please call Jill Turner at

269-948-2497. E-mail the office atstaff@michiganfiberfestival.info

                      Advertising Deadline Jan. 10, 2014

You can email your add copy to the office send checks to:

Michigan Fiber Festival Inc.
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P.O. Box 744

Hastings, MI 49058
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Ring Weaving

By:   Jill Turner

Are you interested in tapestry weaving? Do you like free form art, is your imagination telling you that there is

something more that can be done?

Well ring weaving is your chance to explore that, with little investment and lots of fun!

Ring weaving is a great way to use up odd pieces of yarns of all colors and textures.  One of the splendid

things about ring weaving is you are only limited by your imagination.  You can really let your creative

juices flow and try new ideas.  This can sometimes be frustrating for people who like to have very specific

directions for a project.

Materials Needed:

One 12" metal or wooden ring

Three to five balls of different color yarns, at least two ounces each.

One tapestry needle for each color, metal or wood

Warp thread or heavy string

Tapestry beater or kitchen fork

Roving any color to go with your yarns

Step 1

Begin by wrapping the ring with yarn. Keep it tight and even, and go all the way around.  When you have

wrapped the ring and are back at the starting point, go beyond your starting point about ½”, with a tapestry

needle thread the end back under several threads. Trim off the excess yarn.

Step 2

Now take the wrap thread and tie it to the bottom of your ring. Draw this string up across the top of the ring

and  wrap it around, then draw it back to the bottom point again. Keeping warp threads tight.  Repeat this

moving the string slightly to the right each time, until you have at least eight  strings wound across the ring.

You should have an equal number of strings on the top side and the bottom side of the ring. Tie off the warp

and trim ends.  Turn the ring about ¼ to 1/3 to the right and repeat adding warp threads.  Remember to

keep the threads tight.  Repeat this one more time, now you should have three sets of warp threads across

your ring.  Each set of strings are stacked on top of the last layer as they cross each other somewhere

around the center of the ring.

You are now ready to begin weaving.  Because you have not created the warp with the finished product in

mind we are going to let the finished art create itself.  Try not to worry about what the end product will look

like, or what you must do to get there.  Do you remember finger painting when you were little?  You just put

the paint on and played with it until it looked right to you.  We are going to do the same with yarn!
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Step 3

Choose any point to start.  It is easiest to start at a point along the ring, work toward the center, and then

work toward the opposite side of the ring.  I start with the bottom set of threads, and work from the bottom

to top, makes things easier. Thread your tapestry needle with the first color you wish to use and begin

weaving, over, under, over, under, until you have gone across your first set of 4 strings. As in tapestry

weaving wrap your yarn locking in the last thread before repeating in the opposite direction going back,

after you have crossed and come back use your tapestry beater or fork to beat the threads tight.

Continue weaving till you reach the center area where all the threads cross.  Now you must make some

choices.  Do you go on across the same threads, or do you venture off in another direction!

At this point in your weaving ,, you may jump to another set of threads and change directions, returning to

the outside of the ring at a different location; or you may continue across the ring on the same threads you

are now on.  Once you decide, proceed toward the outside of the ring again.  You may weave right up to

the edge of the ring and tuck the end back into the edge, or you may weave almost to the end leaving about

1/8 inch. Weave in  some roving, leaving about two or three inches on each end.  With your tapestry needle,

begin pulling up on the roving till it bubbles over the threads of the warp.  Then go to the next area between

warp threads and  do the same.  Repeat until you have gone to the end.  Now you should have filled in all

the open area and no warp threads should be showing.  Turn the ring to the next set of empty warp threads

and repeat the process.

Re member you have at least three sets of warp threads crossing in the middle.  You do not want to do the

top set of threads and the bottom set, leaving the middle to do last. Work from the bottom up!

You should have some yarn choices in both colors and textures if you are using your first handspun.  Vary

these as you add depth to your ring weaving with your yarns.  Continue weaving each group of threads until

you have covered all the warp threads.

If you like the way the roving looks at the end add more somewhere else in the work, substitute roving for

yarn in other areas.

Congratulations you have just completed your first ring weaving, now think of the possibilities, adding other

things to the rings or combining rings, adding rings to other tapestries.
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   Spouses Surprise MFF Enthusiasts

by Janet Clawson

In a recent unofficial poll of spouses, the myth of the disgruntled, budget-minded and bored husband

enduring the vendor booths at Michigan Fiber Festival was blasted away! Perhaps there are a few men

or women out there who resent MFF, but those interviewed are 100% supportive!

One fellow stated that he knows how much his wife spends and he absolutely has no problem with it.

His wife's enjoyment and the appreciation he sees in the recipient's eyes from the lovely gifts she

makes are gratifying to him. Another said, more bluntly, “At least she's not buying crack cocaine”, and

then added, in a kinder tone, that it brings her much pleasure.

Another man, husband of a fiber loving acquaintance, wasn't sure his wife goes to Michigan Fiber

Festival and asked how to get her on the mailing list! He is very supportive of her fiber habit and is

sure the things she would purchase at MFF would be a good use of money.

For the record, none of these couples are well-off. Some are limited in income and have to be very

careful of their expenditures. Yet, the support for Michigan Fiber Festival was enthusiastic.

Not only are these spouses supportive, most of them spend time at the festival themselves, enjoying the

vendor booths, looking at the various products and animals, and checking out the variety of spinning,

weaving and fiber prep equipment, which one man called fascinating. One spouse finds the festival

very useful for buying his wife birthday gifts. He has purchased several over the years, including high

speed bobbins, a swift, a niddy noddy, flickers and yarn. This year he bought some leather scraps for

himself and has some interesting uses in mind for them. Another has purchased roving and yarn, which

he is keeping separate from his wife's stash and hopes she'll get to them soon. He said they were so

nice he couldn't resist!

Also mentioned was the relaxed atmosphere, the learning, sharing and friendliness of the 5 day

gathering at Michigan Fiber Festival. These spouses really get it!

As an aside, the spouse of a camping attendee mentioned that he thought his wife probably likes to get

rid of him for a few days. Not, mind you, that he was the one to be rid of her for a few days! Let's

give these men a big dose of honor for understanding and endorsing the fiber scene!



From the President:

From the Office:

The board voted to make Friday shopping as a FREE DAY again. So if you want to get an early

start on visiting the vendors you can now do it FREE ON FRIDAY!

The board is reviewing the events and programs for next years festival, looking at what needs to be

changed  or impoved. So far the one event that will be changed is the Fiber and Fine Arts Competition. In

2014 it will become the Fiber Arts Display. There will be no fees and no pre-registration required. Just bring

your latest project, knitted, crocheted, woven, or felted to the check in on Friday evening. The new Chairper-

son Mary Hinchman and co chair Karen Cote,with the help of volunteers will create a display with the

offerings.  Saturday the public will have the chance to vote on the items they like best.  Ribbons will be

awarded to those with the most votes.

There is talk of bring back mini workshops, and we are asking guilds to come in and do

demonstrations of spinning and weaving on Saturday and Sunday again.
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All of us board members, staff and volunteers wish all of you a very

               Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

President’s Note:

Hope….

So many projects, so little time… Is that the story of your life too?

I have dreams of snuggling down in a comfy chair with my knitting. Dreams of setting with friends to spin

and chat. Dreams of wearing the beautiful sweater that is now just a bag of yarn and a pattern.

Reality is that I get up ridiculously early every day to go to work and get home in time to eat a late supper

and go to bed. Weekends are a scuttle of food preparation for the week, laundry and errands. It’s officially

the end of Thanksgiving holiday and despite my dreams, the only progress on that sweater was picking up

the correct size needles!

But here’s the deal. I refuse to give up my hope. I’ll keep collecting those projects and dreaming those

dreams. Christmas break is just around the corner, maybe then…

Our MFF board also has hope, taking a second try at hosting a spring event. The plan is for an affordable,

intimate, cozy weekend of learning, relaxing and visiting with our fiber friends at Pierce Cedar Creek Nature

Center —complete with fireplaces — on March 29 & 30. If you share my dream of a quiet weekend, away

from responsibilities, sharing fiber with like minded folks, please join us.


