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MIX-AND-MATCH SWIMWEAR WITH GIEJO

Friend and fashionista Gabby Sabharwal translates 
her extensive knowledge in fashion PR into her 
first swimwear line, Giejo.  She’s thoughtfully 
curated a 6-piece line of fun patterns and flirty 
silhouettes, meant to be mix-and-matched!  The 
small line packs a punch and, since launching in 
February, she’s received recognition from all major 
fashion publications. You will no doubt see her 
styles on the beach in Montauk and at the rooftop 
pool parties come summer – with the mix-n-match 
options, you won’t have to worry about matching 
them!   We chat with Gabby to learn a little more 
about the inspiration behind Giejo… 

What inspired you to start Giejo?
The idea to create a swimsuit came about really as something that was initially just for me. I was looking 
to purchase a new swimsuit for my upcoming vacation with my girlfriends.  We were going to St. Thomas 
to celebrate my 25th birthday and of course I wanted to look fabulous.  I had always been drawn to the 
colorful prints of Missoni and the sleek silhouettes of Eres bikinis, but not to the price tags that came with 
them. The swimsuits available in my price range were so ordinary, and I always knew I could most likely 
count on seeing another girl wearing the same one.  I thought why not make my own?

Where does the name come from?
When I was younger, my mom called me giejo.  It all started because my brother had a hard time 
pronouncing my name and called me something to this effect.  It just kind of stuck.  I really attribute my 
sense of style to my mom and in a way named the collection in honor of her.

Favorite NY beach?
I love the scene at Rockaway Beach, but prefer the white sands of Long Beach.  Its so clean!

If you could go anywhere in the world…
I am dying to go to South America!  I am trying to plan a trip to Brazil and Argentina next October.

Where can we find Giejo in NY?
The collection is available at Creatures of Comfort and Dagny and Barstow in the city, Dear Fieldbinder in 
Brooklyn and will be available at the Surf Bazaar and Tenet in the Hamptons this summer.

 



How did you choose the wild patterns?
The collection is very reflective of my own personal style. I love to layer and mix and match patterns and 
textures when I dress and I really kept that in mind when choosing the fabrics and prints for my suits. 
Of course, the colors were equally important but the fabrics were really where my story began.  I knew I 
wouldn’t be satisfied with a black or pink nylon.  They had to be different, and stand apart from what was 
on the market. I made suits that I would wear, or the giejo girl would wear. They are not overtly sexy or 
over the top. They are trendy and interesting; fashion forward without trying too hard. My suits make a 
statement but are simple and flattering.

I love wearing stripes so I knew there would definitely be a stripe in the collection. But what I like about my 
stripe is that it’s really not nautical at all. The other prints complement the stripe and take it away from the 
initial nautical aesthetic to make it something more fun and unique.

As for the prints, I did what every designer would, I went to fabric vendors of course, and I chose fabrics 
and made an inspiration board. I started to eliminate the ones that didn’t work from the board and kept 
moving them around to create a story. I also looked to the trends on the runway. I really wanted to create 
fashion forward swim that could work to create an entire look.

After I had nailed down the final fabrics that I wanted to use, I was moving them from the board to my 
coffee table.  I literally used to just move them around all day every day for weeks. One day, I was getting 
frustrated trying to figure out which to eliminate because I knew I had to pick six to keep with the number 
of pieces in the collection. The initial idea for the line was six pieces that would each have a different print. 
But, then I threw them on the coffee table and they landed on top of each other in a crisscross cross  and 
the other two side by side. It was like the bells started ringing and I thought this looks really cool together! 
I had never seen a suit with mixed prints like that and thought this is it. I just wanted them to be really 
different and that’s how it came together.

Are you a big proponent of not matching your swim separates?
Girls today do not wear head-to-toe designer and usually wear a mix of high and low, so why don’t we have 
that option with our swim?  I used to always mix and match the bikinis I had in my closet, but sometimes 
they didn’t feel quite right together.  With my swim you can take your favorite silhouettes from your 
collection at home and update them with a few simple styles from giejo to entirely make them your own. 
Another important aspect in my collection was to create multiple looks with a limited amount of pieces. 
This stems from my original design inspiration and the ability to mix and match prints. I love the idea
of having options because not only can you get multiple wears out of say three pieces, you can also make 
something our own. You are not committed to a suit that is shown to you in the store. This really allows my 
client to create her own style, another key element to the giego girl.

5 words to describe the line…
Individual, timeless, versatile, attainable, standout

All is made in the US too?
Yes!  All of the parts are sourced locally in the garment district and they are produced in New Jersey!


