
Weekend

‘I LIKE WHAT I SEE’

Shanahan brings 
glad tidings about 
RGIII’s recovery 10

SHOWSTOPPING SONGS

‘Les Misérables’ 
barrels bombastically 
onto the big screen 17

CAPITAL GAINS

The District booms, 
adding 30,600 people 
in just 2-plus years 9
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goods lookout

It has been a very tough year 
for me here in suburbia, so I 
really want to celebrate the 
end of 2012. Can you please 
recommend some shoes for a 
New Year’s Eve black-tie gala 
in the city, complete with din-
ner and dancing?  —PATRICIA

Manolo says, as is always the case, 
the last few weeks of the year are 
filled to the bursting with events, 
which require substantial preparation 
and attention, such as the Christ-
mas, the Eve of the New Year and the 
Mayan Calendar Apocalypse.

One minute you are trimming the 
Christmakwanzakkah tree and taking 
your little black dress to the seam-
stress for adjustments; the next you 
are stocking up on the Meals Ready to 
Eat and filling sandbags so as to for-

tify your basement against the fiery 
arrival of Quetzalcoatl and his Army 
of the Undead.

But then the life of the suburban 
housewife has never been easy, has 
it?

Happily, the gigantic party at the 
very end of the year makes up for the 
various indignities you have suffered 
over the course of that year, such 
as the bald spots in your lawn, the 
rust spots on your minivan and the 
way your 7-year-old’s violin practice 
makes you want to call the meteorite 
down upon the head of the person 
who wrote the “Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star.”

Here is the Aksaya Sandal from 
the Shutz ($185, Nordstrom.com), 
perfect for the celebratory boogying.

Dear Manolo

Ask the Manolo a question at 
manolo@shoeblogs.com. Visit 
the Manolo at shoeblogs.com. 

ANSWERS FROM THE SHOE BLOGGER

Away in a 
Menagerie
EVERY BAUBLE you dangle 
from a holiday tree branch 
doesn’t need to be glitzy and 

garish. At Proper Topper (1350 Connecticut 
Ave. NW; 202-842-3055), animal-shaped 
ornaments cut from recycled steel ($18-$22) 
would give any tannenbaum edgy, weathered 
charm. Friendly beasts range from an owl to a 
regionally apropos crab, shown.

Petal 
Power 
WHO DOESN’T 

love getting roses? That is, until 
they wilt and turn to crunchy 
reminders of our mortality. Show 
adoration with a longer-lasting 
alternative: Diptyque’s new Rose 
Duet candle ($65, Diptyqueparis
.com). Inspired by the flower 
of the same name with bicolor 
petals, the new luminary is made 
from two different floral scents 
for a well-balanced bouquet. 

Turkish Delightful
SHOULD PARIS DESIGNERS BE WORRYING about fashion 
competition from Istanbul? Oui, if they step into Bethesda’s new 
Take 5 Boutique (4920 Fairmont Ave. NW; 301-500-0132), which 
sells top names from Turkey. The sleek shop traffics in East-
meets-West designs, including Sertac Delibas’ Hagia Sophia 
high heels ($325), jeweler Evren Kayar’s tactile rings and Özgür 
Masur’s femme evening wear — think a feathered miniskirt 
(shown, $470). It’s all served up in a gallery-like space with 
honeyed wood floors, white walls and a pink pouf for shoe try-ons.

Grab Bag is gathered and reviewed by Jennifer Barger and Holley Simmons. Find more food, fashion, beauty and home goods at expressnightout.com/grabbag.
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Cocoa Motive 
FORGET EVERYTHING you’ve 
learned about sharing if you’re 
the recipient (or the would-be-
gifter) of Droga Chocolates’ 
sweets (at Drogachocolates
.com, Bloomingdales and 

Anthropologie stores). Boxes of chocolate-
covered treats — such as “Put Your Money 
on Honey” chocolate and sea salt-topped 
caramels ($17) — are rich and addictive. We 
don’t blame you if you chomp the whole box 
in one sitting to confirm this for 
yourself. 

Deco
Rations 
DID A “BOARDWALK  
EMPIRE” or “Great 
Gatsby” antiheroine  
spill her jewelry box at 
GoodWood (1428 U St. 
NW; 202-986-3640)? 
You’ll think so when 
you spot the retro-
gone-rugged baubles 
by Jan Michaels. Bling 
that conjures flapper balls 
and gun molls include a brass 
“snakelace” (shown, $100), horn-
shaped earrings ($67) and a coral 
ring ($30) worthy of a night at the 
speakeasy.
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