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Vertical Gallery presents Building The Dream, the debut US solo show from 
Xenz, the London-based graffiti artist from Yorkshire, England, featuring a 
series of paintings, drawings and prints inspired by descriptions of Chicago 
from the 1800’s and early 1900’s.

Toward the end of the 19th century, many buildings in Chicago had to 
be raised on jack screws to prevent them sinking into the mud. Raising 
these buildings inadvertently created a maze of alleyways below the city. 
Originally home to rats, this “underworld,” as it became known, was the 
perfect breeding ground for organized crime.

Based on a true story, this show was inspired by the book “The Outfit,” 
by Gus Russo, in which he describes pre-fire Chicago and its underworld.  
Building The Dream is the artist’s interpretation of these descriptions—
visualizing this sepia-toned world full of sinister optimism. 

About Xenz:
Xenz (b. 1974) became a graffiti artist at the age of 14 having been inspired 
from films and books that documented the sub culture in New York. He 
developed the tag “sense” which evolved into what he uses today – Xenz 
(pronounced “zenz”).

Having practiced graffiti art for 20 years, he has developed a unique 
approach to the art form. His early works, which were paintings inside 
the derelict warehouses of Hull in Yorkshire England, encouraged a very 
experimental approach to graffiti, so much so that the word graffiti no 
longer sufficiently describes what he does.

Xenz paints landscapes from his imagination using the spray can to capture 
fragments of memory and ever-changing subject matter, often drawn 
from the natural world. He lived in Bristol where he painted many pieces 
alongside one of the UK’s longest standing and most respected graffiti 
crews TCF, and artists such as Banksy, Inkie and many others extending way 
beyond the boundaries of Graffiti art..

Xenz has been shown in exhibitions in the UK, Miami, New York, Basel, Ibiza 
and Sydney. He has had sell-out London solo shows, and his limited edition 
prints are in huge demand. His work is in private and corporate collections 
worldwide. He studied at Edinburgh College of Art. He lives and works in 
London.





The Underworld, 2014
Acrylic on canvas
41” x 49”
$4,200



Under The Willow diptych, 2014
Acrylic on canvas
1- 20” x 40”; 1 - 19” x 40”
$4,000



Red Zone, 2014
Acrylic on canvas
24” x 31”
$2,800



Labyrinth, 2014
Acrylic on canvas
29 1/2” x 39 1/2”
$3,000



Why Not?, 2014
Acrylic on canvas
21” x 31”
$1,600



Installation at corner of Wells & Monroe in Chicago, the original site of Under The Willow.



If you build it they will come 2014
Acrylic and spray paint on paper
30”w x 43”h, Framed
$2,400



Slabtown, 2014
Acrylic on paper
32”w x 43”h, Framed
$2,400



Toddlin Town 2014
Acrylic on paper
32”w x 43”h, Framed
$2,400



Saloon, 2014
Acrylic on paper
32”w x 43”h, Framed
$2,400



Saloon, 2014
Acrylic on paper
34”w x 40”h, Framed
$2,400



Scars and Stripes, 2014
Acrylic and spray paint on paper
31”w x 43”h, Framed
$1,400



Skyscrapers 2014
Acrylic on paper
21”w x 31”h, Framed
$1,600



Mickey Finn, 2014
Acrylic on paper
21”w x 31”h, Framed
$1,200



Under the Willows 2014
Watercolor on paper
19 3/4” x 32 1/2”h, Framed
$1,600



Skyline Tenierstin, 2014
Acrylic on found tin box
15 1/2”w x 18 1/2”h, Framed
$900



Before The Fire 2, 2014
Watercolor on paper
25” x 35”, Framed
$1,200



Maze sketches 1-4, 2014
Ink on paper
10”w x 10”h, Framed
$475 each



Maze 3, 2014
Watercolor on paper
10”w x 10”h, Framed
$475





Cardinals 7 & 8, 2014
Spray paint on vintage wooden wine crate with 22 carat gold leaf
11 ½” x 15”
$900 each



Cardinals 9 & 10, 2014
Spray paint on vintage wooden wine crate with 22 carat gold leaf
11 ½” x 15”
$900 each



Cardinals, 2014
Spray paint and acrylic on canvas
16” x 20”
$1,200



Grackles 1 - 4, 2014
Ink and spray paint on paper
10”w x 10”h, Framed
$475 each



Maze Screen Print, 2014
1-color screen print on 100 pound speckletone french paper modero beach 
12 1/2” x 12 1/2”h
Signed/ Numbered Edition of 30
$195 each



Maze Artist’s Proof Screen Print, 2014
1-color screen print on 100 pound speckletone french paper modero beach with hand-
finished watercolor and 22 carat gold leaf
12 1/2” x 12 1/2”h
$395



For sales, you may purchase online at www.verticalgallery.com, 

or contact Patrick at Vertical Gallery.

e: patrick@verticalgallery.com

p: 773-697-3846

a: 1016 N Western Ave., Chicago, IL  60622


