Bay of delights

Hawke's Bay wines are among the best, writes Joelle Thomson.

n even the student
wines lasie good
enoigh to award

medals to, someone is doing
something right.

Thet something was cucality,
and lots of it, at this year's
annual Hawke's Bay A&P
Mearcedes-Benz Wine Show,
held in Septermber ot the
Eastern Institute of Technology,
where judges evaluated
entries and winemaldng
students trained.

lfound myselfona
fudging parel and it was
a privilege to find
uniformly top merlots,
syrahs, chardonnays,
ocabermnets and
student wines at the
Hawke's Bay wine
compettion.

All the New
Zealomd judges
and our invited
Australiom guest
judge were
unanimous in saying ¥ 2
that these wines Ly

exceeded our expectations, by

a long stretch.

The boy's biggest strength is

| ifs diversity. It has coolar areas,

whers pinot noir and
sauvignon bloncs thrive, and
warmer areas whene
chardonnay positively glows.

For the third year running,
the champion wine of the show
was the Villa Maria Single
Vineyard Keltern Chardonnay,
this year the 2010 vintage

The choice of chardonnay
s chommpion wine proves thet

| Howhke's Bay is New Yealond’=s

grrecitest choardonneoay region.
This doesn't mean Nelson,
Merlborough, Martinborough,
Gisborme and Central Ctago
con't or den't produce top
chordonnays. There are simply
more outstanding
chardonnays from
Howke's Bay every year,
and the consistency in
style is enough o bring
evan those who think they
cire over chardonnary
back into the fold.
Then there were the
Teds. They weare
impressively teeth-

staining, but not as palate-
numbing as expected, thanks
to the region’s winemakers
moving away from the hatty
oak which characterised their
reds in the past.

Hawke's Bary's latest merlots
are cutstanding, and the most
convincing New Zealand
attemnpt yet, for me, at the
ltalian sangicvese grape
emerged from Oscawa Wines.

Chther wines which deserve
a menticn include the 2010
Alpha Domus The Barmstormer
Syrah, the 2010 Osawa Wines
Prestige Collection Pinot Noir,
the 2009 Villa Maria Reserve
Malbec, the 2011 Trinity Hill
Hawke's Bay Sauvignon Blanc,
the 2011 Esk Valley Hawke's
Bay Verdelho, cnd the 2011
Alpha Domus Noble Selection.
Awards at:

howkesbayshow.conz

jthomson@xira.co.ng

Sponsored by

WINES OF THE WEEK

RECESSION BUSTER

2011 Irwvivo Marborough Sauvignon
Blanc, $20

Here's an intense new Marlborough
sauvignon blanc with a zingy youthful
Style, lively lime flavours and gorgeous
lingering flavours at the finish,
INWVIVERNINES.COMm

THIS WEEK'S TREAT

2008 Church Road Cuve Merlat, 530
Decades of research, thought and tirme
have gone inte helping this merlot make
its mark as one of the bay's best. It all
began when the late Torm McDonald,
tounder of what is now Church Road
Winery, championed Bordeaux-styled
reds in the mid-20th century, and
continues foday with this rich, rounded
red from winemaker Chns Scolt,
churchroad.counz

REACHING FOR THE STARS
2008 Osawa Wines Prestige Collection
Chardonnay, $45

If this wine isn't worth a splurge, then
tell me what is. t's the innate freshness
of the citrusy flavours in this wine that
balance its full-bodied, maouth-filling
style — lalk about a top New Zealand
chardonnay, thanks to winemaker Rod
MeDonald and winery owner Taizo
Clsawa. OSawawines.co.nz



