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Winemaker intentions  
This is a classic Hawkes Bay blend and so we’re looking to build on the regions natural 
suitability with this variety and really push our vineyards ability to ripen with powerful 
aromatics. We’d usually see these aromatics develop hand in hand with deep and 
vibrant crimson hues. Ageing this wine in French oak Barriques helps to enhance and 
cedar and earthy characters along with a richly textured, balanced palate. Suppleness 
on the palate is a hallmark of good Hawkes Bay blended red and we look to develop 
fine-grained tannins with extended time on skins before pressing. This ensures the wine 
is approachable and capable of developing further complexity with medium to long term 
aging.	  
 
Winemaker’s notes 
 
Wine – Prestige Collection Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot  
Vintage – 2013 
Region – Hawkes Bay  
Varietal – 50% Cabernet Sauvignon 50% Merlot 
Harvest Date – 15th and 20th April 2013 
Alc. – 14% 
PH – 3.72 
TA – 5.03 
RS - <1 g/l 
Fermentation –	  Inoculated for fermentation using traditional  
Bordeaux yeast. Natural spring Malo. 
Oak/Barrel handling Racked to 65% new french oak barrels  
for aging. Aged for 20 months. 
Fining - Protein and Cold Stabilized 
Filtration - Pad Filtered 
 
Tasting Notes - Rich and crimson in colour the nose of this wine  

displays an aroma of currant, cassis, tobacco and cigar box characters,  

while the palate is elegant and full, rich and velvety with exceptional balance  

and structure.   This is a wine with complexity and intrigue that is styled for 

approachability but that will benefit from bottle age. Cellaring 10-15 years. 

 
Awards 
Silver – Romeo Bragato Wine Awards 2017 
Silver – NZ International Wine Show 2016 
Silver – Hawke’s Bay A & P Bayleys Wine Awards 2016 
 
Reviews	  
Yvonne Lorkin - 4.5 Stars 
The river terraces of Hawke’s Bay’s Mangatahi Valley are littered with boulders the size of basket balls. Here 

these rocks are known as the ‘Mangatahi Swedes’.  The great Bordeaux red grapevines love wrapping  their 

roots around them on their journey down to find water. I adore the lift of dried herb, rose, dark cocoa and 

pomegranate.  The tannins are slippery, elastic, yet have delicious ‘cling’.  It’s a very feminine blend, plush 

yet powerful.  Enjoy with beef shin ragu and parpardelle… 

 

	  
	  
	  


