
News
EBook commEntariEs 
for Francophone africa and the third World

French is the official 
language in some 29 
countries. There are 6 
million French speaking 
people in Canada, 77 
million in Europe (mostly 
France, Switzerland and 
Belgium). 115 million 
people in Africa speak 
French as their first or 
second language. There are 
10 million people in Haiti – most of them speak and read French 
as their first or second language. There are perhaps another million 
people on other Caribbean islands and 250,000 in French Polynesia.  
Thus more than 200 million people use French as their first or 
second language. Most of them are desperately poor. The evangelical 
population in the third-world is large and increasing rapidly, but 
many of the leaders have little training and very few resources.

Over the last 5 years, Publications Chrétiennes has sent over 100 
pallets of French books to Africa and Haiti. Many go to the assemblies 

mission almost 
accomplishEd!

In 1998 we took an enormous 
step of faith when we began 
translating and publishing the 33 
volumes in the New Testament 
Commentary series by John 
MacArthur. That represented 
about 17000 pages and almost 6 
million words.

We are so thankful to the 
Lord for his faithfulness and 
support in this project. Today, 
27 volumes have been published! 
Volume 28 will come off the press 
at the beginning of 2014. Only 5 
volumes will then remain – 3 on 
the Gospel of Luke and 2 on the 
Gospel of Mark. Lord willing, 
we will finish it all by May 2015.

The text of these commen-
taries will be combined and 
reformatted into 4 large inex-
pensive volumes for third world 
countries. Electronic versions 
will be offered with the “Bible 
on-line” and soon the new 
French “LOGOS” version.

Publications Chrétiennes is a non-profit publishing house, associated with the work of the French 
Brethren assemblies in Quebec, and is directed by an independent Board of Directors, composed of 
missionaries, elders, workers and business leaders. We are authorized by the Canadian Government to 
issue income tax deductible receipts. 
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in Congo and the Emmaus Bible Correspondence School in 
Haiti. We are thankful that the French commentaries and 
helps for preachers and Bible teachers are being used in these 
desperately needy and poor areas. We sell at heavily discounted 
prices to these countries. Shipping costs have increased greatly 
and we have every reason to believe that they will continue to 
increase as the price of energy escalates. Paper is heavy!

How can we meet this need? Is it possible that new techno-
logies could provide part of that answer?

EBook readers are multiplying and quickly decreasing in 
cost. We have seen them for sale for $15.00 at clearance centers 
and for less than $40.00 on the internet. The same thing can be 
said about computer tablets.

Is it possible to purchase 5,000 or 10,000 tablets from a manu-
facturer in the Far East for $20.00 or less, to load a library of 
French Bible commentaries and helps on them, and to distribute 
them at a subsidized price in Africa and the Caribbean?

Publications Chrétiennes has much of the content for such 
a project. We will soon have finished our long-term project of 
publishing French versions 
of the 33 volumes in the 
MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary. There will 
be 17,000 pages of excellent 
commentary in this series. 
We offer two theology texts 
(Thiessen and Enns) with a 
total of 1300 pages. We have 
an 1100 page concordance 
which could be modified to 

make it electronic as well. And we have 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
(written by professors from Dallas 
Seminary) on the Old and New Testa-
ments – another 3000 pages. We also 
have books on leadership and Biblical 
eldership by well-known authors such 
as Alexander Strauch.

Other French publishers might allow 
us to include some of their works – we 
are sure that the one-volume commen-
tarie by William MacDonald will be 
available to us. We should include a 
Bible dictionary and there may be other 

one-volume commentaries available as 
well. We would definitely need to include 
at least one French Bible version.
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BiBlE commEntary « du chErchEur » 
(Bible knowledge)

The New Testament portion of the Bible Knowledge Commentary, 
written by the staff of Dallas Seminary, has existed in French since 
1989, but has been out of print and difficult to find for the last several 
years. The evangelical world has been anxiously waiting a long time 
for the Old Testament portion. The publishing house that owned the 
French rights for these two volumes ceased operations. By the grace 
of the Lord, in early 2013, we were given the French publishing rights 
and translations at no cost. We did have to undertake a major revision 
of the French translation for the Old Testament commentary, which 
had never been published.

We have already done two print runs of the New Testament 
Commentary, (1120 pages) of which almost 4,000 copies were sent 
to the third world. The commentaries on the Old Testament will 
appear in 5 volumes, totalling 2130 pages. Volume 1 on the Penta-
teuch and volume 3 on the poetic books have already been published. 
Volume 2 on the historical books (Joshua through Esther) will come 
in November. Volume 4 on the Major Prophets and Volume 5 on 
the Minor Prophets will be finished in 2014. In early 2015, we will 
combine the 5 Old Testament volumes into one large volume for 
third world countries.

What a privilege to make these evangelical, scholarly and 
profoundly conservative commentaries available to our French 
assemblies and to the francophone world!

here are some prelimi-
nary specs (a wish list) 
for the eBook reader / 
tablet:

☐ A built in solar charger
☐ Enough room for at least 

30,000 pages of books plus 
personal notes. (500 MEG??)

☐ The commentaries and the 
French Bible indexed together 
to allow easy access.

☐ Ability to take notes – some 
type of keyboard.

☐ A printer port (USB3?)
☐ Difficult to erase our infor-

mation allowing the readers / 
tablets to be used for another 
purpose

☐ Rugged and reliable
☐ Type large enough for our 

African readers who often 
have poor eyesight

☐ Affordable
☐ Operating system that is user 

friendly, flexible and fairly 
standard

A huge challenge will be 
“tagging” the Bible and books, 
finding appropriate hardware, oper-
ating system and software to make 
everything work together.

Finally, it will be important 
to convince English and French 
publishers to waive their royalties 
and profit margins for this project.

We welcome any comments 
or suggestions from our readers 
(douglas.virgint@gmail.com). May 
the Lord guide us. This may well 
be one of my wildest ideas and may 
never happen - or it may be the 
Lord’s time for this new concept.
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Charlie, one of our board members, was visiting 
a tribal language Bible school  in Africa, and was 
having a good discussion with the director.  He 
presented to him one of our 2200 page one-volume 
commentaries on the Pauline epistles. The director 
leafed through several pages and began reading one 
of the paragraphs. After several minutes, Charles 
realized that the conversation was over – this was 
the first commentary this Bible School director had 
ever possessed. Oh, the power of the printed page! 

Bill, another of our Board members, was working 
in Haiti after the earthquake, with a team from 
our local assembly, building houses for Christian 
workers associated with the Emmaus Correspon-
dence Bible Course ministry. He was asked to 
present greetings from our assembly to the local 
church of about 400 people. He gave a MacArthur 
commentary to one of the elders. He had never 
owned such a book before – he could not afford to 
buy books! The very large evangelical population 
in Haiti (perhaps 4 million souls or more!) often 
have leaders with very little Bible knowledge and 
they are exposed to a strange mix of Voodoo and 
Christianity. What a privilege to send many tons 
of great Christian books to these people each year. 
May the Lord God of heaven use these books to 
help strengthen His church!! 

a nEW commEntary  
on EphEsians

The second volume in our “Exegetix” series 
will be published in December. Authored by 
Peter T. O’Brien, and part of the Pillar series of 
commentaries edited by D. A. Carson, this 600 + 
page book is acclaimed has thoroughly conser-
vative, profoundly evangelical, and perhaps the 
best modern exegetical commentary of this very 
important book of the New Testament.
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