
There’s a chill in the air and stores are stocking
their Christmas wares. But if you haven’t gotten
into a festive spirit yet, the Junior League of
Montgomery is here to help. From October 16 to
19, the 300+ members will host their 25th Annual
Holiday Market, as they convert the Multiplex at
Cramton Bowl into a winter wonderland.

Merchants from around the nation will converge on Mont-
gomery, offering a wide variety of fashion apparel and accessories,
jewelry, gourmet foods, toys, holiday and home décor, fine art, and
every imaginable gift.

“We have approximately 10,000 shoppers come through our
market each year,” says Allison Bonds, chair of the 2013 Holiday

Market. “This year we are excited to be sold out of booth spaces
for merchants. We have 125 merchants and approximately 60 are
new merchants.”

This is the second year that the event has been held at the Mul-
tiplex, and Allison reports that the relocation in 2012 was “a fan-
tastic decision,” explaining that the facility is spacious. “The city
of Montgomery has been great to work with. We are fortunate to
have a facility that is so diverse,” she adds.

The Holiday Market serves as the Junior League’s largest
fundraiser, generating more than $120,000 annually. Since the
inception of the Holiday Market in 1988, it has given nearly $3
million back to the community. 

In the first few years, the proceeds annually were about $62,000,
and 60 merchants participated, which was great success in the
formative years, as the ladies continued to turn the event into a
well-oiled machine.

The Holiday Market committee begins planning the next show
12 months in advance. “Our merchants like to get on the list for
next year as early as possible,” Allison notes. A 20-member steering
committee is responsible for merchant relations, overall coordina-
tion of the event, publicity, the silent auction, and decorations —
all aspects of the event. And everyone seems to have an assignment.
“I have been fortunate to work with a wonderful committee,” she
says. 

“By September, we are in full swing, and members start signing
up to volunteer at the market,” Allison explains. “We have a few
over 300 active members, and most of them volunteer during the
market. At any given time, 30 to 40 members are helping the event
run smoothly. It takes more than 2,200 volunteer hours, during
Market Week alone, to make the event successful.” 

While it all sounds exhausting, she says, “It’s all worth it, though,
as Holiday Market is one of JLM’s primary fundraisers, and all the
profits go right back to supporting community organizations and
activities right here in the River Region.”
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Merchant Spotlights
Shoppers at this year’s Holiday Market will be excited to see

many familiar vendors, but nearly half of the booths will be occu-
pied by new merchants with fascinating products. We spotlight just
a few here.

Ala Carte Alice — New this year, this Mississippi-based company
will be selling gourmet gifts, high-quality dessert mixes, party dips,
sauces and glazes, soups and entrees. www.alacartealice.com.

All of Us Old Plantation Soups & Dips — Hearty soups, veg-
etable and fruit dips, breads and muffins, cobblers and pie mixes
are all the rage at this booth. Based in Louisiana, Lee Shumate trav-
els to shows nationwide, and it’s her sixth year at the Junior League
of Montgomery’s Holiday Market — and she loves the new location
at the Multiplex. “We keep coming back because we have such won-
derful clientele in Montgomery — plus, the Junior League there
treats us so well.” www.allofussoupdip.com.

BAGGO Bag Toss Game — Tod Williams is bringing his “offi-
cial bag toss game” to the Multiplex for the first time this year.
With many collegiate and pro sports themes, this backyard game
is also ideal for tailgating or the beach as it’s easy to transport. With
a lifetime warranty, this Arkansas-based merchant says this gift is
ideal for “guys who can be hard to buy for.” He even caters to a
“house divided” with boards designed half/half. BAGGO can take
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Wednesday Preview Party
Get a head start at the Holiday Market on Wednesday,

October 16 with the Preview Party and Silent Auction.
From 6 to 9 p.m. the Junior League welcomes special
guest Chris Hastings, the owner and executive chef of
Hot & Hot Fish Club,
an award-winning
restaurant in Birming-
ham. Chris is also a
2012 Iron Chef winner
and he received the
James Beard Award “Best Chef in the South” last year. 

Preview Party guests will enjoy private shopping, hors
d’oeuvres and two cocktail/beverage tickets. The evening
also includes a silent auction, featuring items from
merchants and local businesses, as well as live entertainment.
Cocktail attire is encouraged. Tickets are $40 per person
or $80 per couple. 

Casey Earnest, silent auction chair, and her committee
have been busy collecting some amazing items. Here are
just a few:

• Beasley Allen has donated various antique items, in-
cluding a French bronze bombe-shaped box with champleve
enamel decorations, c. 1900 (valued at $1,500). Also on
the auction block is a 16-piece Meissen Blue Onion coffee
service with coffee pot, six cups and saucers, cream, sugar,
and cake compete (valued at $1,200).

• The city of Hilton Head Island, S.C., has donated a
weekend getaway, which includes a two-night stay at the
Westin Hilton Head Island, two 60-minute signature mas-
sages, and a round of golf for four players. The total
package is valued at more than $1,800.

• Four tickets to the Blue Man Group at the Montgomery
Performing Arts Centre (valued at $240).

• LG Home Theatre from Cohen’s (valued at $399).



orders and ship the merchandise at no extra charge.
www.baggo.com.

Haul Couture — Headquartered in
Huntsville, Ala., Haul Couture LLC is
attending the Montgomery Holiday
Market for the first time, “We are
thrilled to be a part of this exciting event
in our home state,” says Amy Price.
“With so many savvy and fashionable
women here, we know it’s the perfect
place for Haul Couture.” Their Cargo
Bag is an oversized insulated tote with
layering boards to separate and stack
multiple dishes — for hot or cold foods
(also available in a “mini” size). Haul
Couture will also stock its OverHAUL Sling Bag (ideal for the laun-
dry room or beach), and Haul i.T. Tablet Bag (padded to protect
electronics). www.haulcouture.com.

Mommy Made It For Me — Mercedes Meier and her daughter
Megan are bringing their unique, all-handmade products to the
Multiplex for the first time. Designed to encourage hands-on play,
this Dallas-based company produces in-doorway puppet theaters
(with tension rods), 100+ puppets, and six-sided play tents in more
than 30 designs — all developed to be easily put away. Also, shop-
pers can find sleeping bags and activity aprons at this booth. Mer-
cedes says they only attend not-for-profit shows where funds go to
enhance the lives of people in the community. www.playtents-
forkids.com.

Pomegranate Moon — Based in Arkansas, this first-time mer-
chant will display handmade Nuno hand-felted Sari scarves and
accessories, which are inspired by the color and whimsy of the
crafts in the Nepali marketplace. www.pomegranatemoon.com.

State Traditions — A
plethora of state-inspired
apparel will be on hand at
this first-time exhibitor’s
booth. Subtly featuring
the silhouette of various
states on apparel, it
becomes a stylish way to
communicate your pride

in your home state. “We’re excited to be a part of the event,” says
company president Keith Brown, a Montgomery native now living
in Birmingham. “We’re participating in several Junior League mar-
kets this holiday season, but this one is special to me, as either my
mom and/or sister have been a part of Montgomery’s JL for as
long as I can remember.”

Under Wraps — Back again this year, Bruce will be displaying
numerous wrapping papers and clever boxes to make gift-wrapping
easy and beautiful. www.underwrapsgiftwrap.com.

Strengthening Families
While the Holiday Market includes fun-filled days of shopping

and great entertainment, the true purpose is so much larger.
“The Junior League of Montgomery was founded in 1926 by a

group of women committed to making their community better,”
according to President Dawn Stephens, “and for 87 years this
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organization has prided itself in accomplishing our mis-
sion to develop the potential of women, promote volun-
tarism, and improve the community through the effective
action and leadership of trained volunteers.”

Its members work tirelessly to raise dollars to assist wor-
thy projects in the River Region. Historically, their
fundraisers have included candy and cake sales, cookbook
publishing, producing a “follies” program, a horse show,
and many of the successful projects they still execute, such
as a rummage sale and the Taste of the River Region.

“Not only do we provide vital funding to organizations,
we also send our volunteers out to these agencies to vol-
unteer with them throughout the year,” Dawn adds.

The Junior League of Montgomery focuses on
“strengthening families,” and during the 2013-14 grant
year, JL volunteers are giving back to Clefworks, Medical
Aids Outreach, Montgomery Christian School, Mont-
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gomery City-County Public Library,
Habitat for Humanity, and Life Time
Resolution II (for a computer enrich-
ment center). Plus, Dawn notes, “a
$20,000 donation was made to the Glen-
wood Clinic, which will be the first ther-
apeutic autism clinic of its kind in
Montgomery.”

“The Junior League of Montgomery
will donate a total of $500,000 to these
agencies through volunteer hours and
direct monetary gifts,” the president
proudly says. A half million dollars.
Amazing.

And each of us has the opportunity to
be a part of the Junior League’s work
and success by attending the Holiday
Market. Christmas shopping has never
been so much fun — and for a laudable
purpose.
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Many schools prep for college. Why stop there? Alabama 
Christian Academy prepares students for a successful, 
faithful life. To the “three Rs” we add AP o!erings, 
sciences and Spanish — as well as opportunities for dual 
enrollment with Faulkner University. At ACA, they’re 
ready.  334.277.1985   4700 WARES FERRY ROAD   MONTGOMERY, 

AL 36109  ALABAMACHRISTIAN.COM

THRIVE IN WISDOM. SERVE IN SPIRIT.
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Holiday Market Schedule & Details at a Glance
Find great gift ideas at the Montgomery Multiplex at Cramton Bowl (1022 Madi-

son Ave.). Tickets are $5 in advance, or $10 at the door. Also, gift-wrapping and a
bag check will be available for a small fee. Free public parking is available in two
lots (one near the Multiplex; the other across Madison Avenue near Paterson Field).
As a special service to Holiday Market attendees, valet parking will be available for
$5. For more information, call 334-288-8816 or visit www.jlmontgomery.org.

Thursday, October 17
Open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The day includes a few holiday how-to workshops

(free with general admission ticket):
2 p.m. — Christmas Tree Decorating by Rosemont Gardens
3 p.m. — Holiday Party Planning by Jeffery Long Designs
4 p.m. — Organic Gardening by E.A.T. South
5 p.m. — Holiday Cooking by Davena McRae

Friday, October 18
Open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., with “Girls Night Out” beginning at 6 p.m. Gather

your girlfriends and enjoy an evening of shopping, special merchant discounts and
door prizes.

Saturday, October 19
Open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with local schools and performing arts groups pro-

viding live entertainment throughout the day. From 10 to 11:30 a.m., a traditional
Santa’s workshop will take place for children to create holiday crafts, while enjoying
treats and milk. Then stay for pictures with Santa from noon to 5 p.m.
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