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GOT A NEW PRODUCT?

1 THE CLIMBER provides scratch-
ing, climbing and resting surfaces in 
a space-saving, understated design. 
Made with durable wood and natu-
ral sisal, the door-mounted climber 
attaches via a spring-loaded bracket 
system. Its four 7-inch-by-14-inch 

From space-age sleep pods to 
sophisticated scratchers, cat fur-
niture is entering the world of 

high design. 
With clean lines and minimalist flair, 

these sleek lifestyle products for mod-
ern mousers are made just as much 
for design-savvy cat owners as for pets. 
Sure, they give cats a comfortable place 
to scratch, play and sleep, but they also 
blend discreetly into your customers’ 
home décor.

Granted, these are high-end products 

Contemporary Cat Furniture
Want to offer something beyond the same carpeted cat trees and scratching 
posts that have been around for years? Take a look at the new wave of stylish  
cat furniture that marries form and function in entirely different ways.  
By Cathy Foster and Katie Voss

with price tags to match. But custom-
ers will appreciate the solid woods, 
durable fabrics and other quality mate-
rials that help these elegant products 
last for years. Even specially designed 
corrugated cardboard furniture in  
sculptural forms combine durability 
and aesthetics. 

Still largely the domain of Internet 
and catalog retailers, this small but 
growing category represents a largely 
untapped opportunity for independent 
retailers to give cat owners choices 

they never knew they had. “They rep-
resent a new, incremental business,” 
said Jeremy Moser, owner of Cat Livin 
(Santa Clarita, Calif.), which makes 
“modern products for the urban life” 
such as The Climber. “Retailers can 
offer cat customers something they 
didn’t even know existed.”

So what’s in it for you? 
“Differentiation,” said Jeff Simpson, 
president of Simpson Ventures Inc. 
(Auburn, Ala.), maker of the Mr. 
Herzhers brand of pet accessories. 
“Don’t all consumers expect to see 
those remnant-carpeted cat towers 
when they enter the store? Show some-
thing different that’s not available at the 
mass retailers or multistore chains.”

Now take a closer look at classy 
climbers, tasteful towers and more for 
the contemporary cat.

shelves hold up to 24 pounds each. 
Cat Livin (Santa Clarita, Calif.),  
877-814-6299, www.catlivin.com

2 BAMBU LOUNGER is a chic bed 
that combines the relaxed elements 
of the tropics with the simplicity of 
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Scandinavian design. The ultralight 
lounger is handmade out of solid 
bamboo and features a cushion filled 
with shredded orthopedic memory 
foam recycled from the remnants of 
human bed mattresses, covered by 
soft microsuede. 
Pet Lounge Studios (Palm Beach, Fla.), 
800-939-2858,  
www.petloungestudios.com

3 BENT PLYWOOD CAT 
SCRATCHER accommodates cats’ 
preferred scratching style in an ele-
gant, minimalist form. The scratcher 
can hang on a wall to create a perch, 
lean in a corner or lie on the floor. 
Made from poplar plywood with 
furniture-grade walnut veneer coated 
in a scratch-resistant lacquer finish, it 
includes two FLOR carpet tiles that 
are easily changeable to replace  
worn tiles or to customize colors or 
patterns. 
Modern Critter (San Francisco), (415) 
839-6981, www.moderncritter.com  

4 CHEEKY CHAISE features 
unique contours as comfortable for 
cats as they are aesthetically pleas-
ing to cat owners. Comprised of 
laminated layers of cardboard with 
hardboard end-panels, the S-shaped 
scratcher bed features heavyweight 
inner-corrugate that creates a durable 
scratching surface and lightweight 
outer walls that allow for even wear.  
Marmalade Pet Care (Seattle), 206-245-
4539, www.marmaladepets.com

5 COUCHETTE is a curved pedes-
tal that adds a sculptural accent to any 
home. Made of industrial-grade  
recycled corrugated cardboard that 
can withstand Kitty’s claws, the envi-
ronmentally conscious lounger is 
strong yet lightweight, and versatile 
enough to be placed anywhere. 
Kittypod (Venice, Calif.), (310) 392-8060, 
www.kittypod.com

6 DELUXE DOUBLE SEAT gives 
cats their own real, solid wood furni-
ture in American Craftsman styling. 
Two generous 20-inch-by-13-inch 
lounging areas are upholstered in 
neutral-colored, soft microfiber suede. 
A premium sisal inlay featuring an 
extra-tight weave provides a vertical 
scratching surface. Seats and scratch-
ing surfaces are replaceable.
Simpson Ventures Inc. (Auburn, Ala.), 
(334) 821-7800, www.mrherzher.com  

78      pet age l FEBRUARY 2009 

SHELFLife

3

4

5

6



80      pet age l FEBRUARY 2009 

SHELFLife

7 THE BUDDHA provides a  
great retreat when floor space is  
limited. Made from 100 percent 
renewable bamboo plywood, this 
lounging shelf easily mounts on walls 
or under window sills with included 
brackets and can support up to 40 
pounds. It includes replaceable carpet 
inserts. 
Square Cat Habitat (Portland, Ore.), 
(503) 449-7489,  
www.squarecathabitat.com  

8 HEPPER POD gives hip cats an 
ultramodern way to curl up for a 
snooze or to reign supreme. Perched 
upon a durable steel frame, the pod is 
made with flexible molded foam with 
fabric laminate that surrounds Kitty 
on all sides. The interior’s Sherpa 
fleece-and-microfiber pad is reversible 
and washable.
Hepper L.L.C. (Burlington, Vt.), (802) 
735-0542, www.hepperhome.com  

9 LOTUS CAT TOWER provides 
cats several perching platforms and 
a hiding cubby in a sleek design that 
blends harmoniously with home 
décor. Suitable for multiple cats, the 
carpeted ledges can support more 
than 50 pounds each. The tower is 
manufactured in solid pine wood and 
ply with pine veneer, and is stained 
and coated with polyurethane to resist 
scratches. Carpet attaches with Velcro 
for easy replacement. 
RefinedKind Pet Products (New York), 
(201) 575-4877,  
www.therefinedfeline.com  

10 TALL CAT CONDO, a modern-
ized twist on feline furniture, lets  
cats play, perch and pounce in high 
style. The steel-framed tower features 
two tunnels formed by foam scratch-
ing pads covered with cross-woven 
fabric that are comfortable enough 
for a cat nap, yet durable enough for 
felines to dig their claws into. The 
replaceable pads can be rotated for 
even wear.
Modern Cat Designs (Oceanside, Calif.), 
(877) 977-8733,  
www.moderncatdesigns.com  
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