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At the northern boundary of the Carneros District, along
Highway 12 is the centerpiece of Sonoma Valley: the midsized
town of Sonoma, which owes much of its appeal to Mexican genera
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. Vallejo fashioned this pleasant, slow
paced community alfter a typical Mexican village—right dawn to its
central plaza, which still serves as Sonoma's geographical and com-
mercial center. The plaza sits at the top of a "T" farmed by Broadway
(Hwy. 12} and Napa Street. Mast of the surrounding streets form a
grid pattern around this axis, making Sanoma easy to navigate. The
plaza's Bear Flag Monument marks the spat where the crude Bear
Flag was raised in 1844, signaling the end of Mexican rule; the sym-
bol was later adopted by the state of Califorrua and placed on its
flag. The 8-acre [3.2-hectare) park at the center of the plaza, com-
plete with two ponds that are populated with ducks and geese,
might make you want to take an afternoon siesta—but dan't
There's too much Lo see here. Depending on your pace, allow a half
to a full day. starT Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau, 453 1st St. E. Dis-
tance: Less than a half-mile (.Bkm} of walking.
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Vintage 5 & Dime. A treasure
trove of nostalgic paraphernalia.
Marvel at the meticulously kept
tchotchkes, including authentic col-
lege pennants (some date back to
the 1940s), decades-old board
games, and old-fashioned candies
and sodas. This placeis like a
hands-on museum; kids love it as
much as adults do. 115 E. Napa St.
%2 707/939-6933. Mon-Sat 11am-6pm,
Sun 11-5. www.tiddleewinks.com.




