
Every year Rockwest ends it summer with a spectacular picnic for the clients. This event is always a big hit and 
this year was no different. Our theme was Disney and it was awesome to see some of the intricate costumes    

people wore. We had a dunk tank, snow cones, games and great food. We all had some great laughs and lots of 
fun. Please enjoy these pictures! 

Client Employee Picnic A Huge Success 
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Client Employee of the Month 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Staff of the Month 
Susana M. 

Susana has been here for a short time, but has already made a positive           
impression on the staff and the clients she cares for. She was chosen for staff of 
the month because she is a terrific team player and for jumping in wherever she 
is needed and always doing it with a smile. Her favorite part about working here 
is the clients and the training and knowledge she gains from that. In her spare 
time she likes to play basketball, do crafts and listen to music like The Doors. 
She has been married for 11 years this month and has 2 sons. Congratulations Susana.   

Birthdays 

Amy F. on September 2nd 

Leland A. on September 5th 

Malissa M. on September 6th 

Hollie R. on September 16th 

Gary J. on September 17th 

Jennifer K. on September 21st 

Amy M. on September 21st 

Karen K. on September 23rd 

Becky M. on September 26th 

Melody M. on September 26th 

Dan V. on September 26th 

Kayla B. on September 26th 

Justin S. on September 28th 

Patti H. on September 29th 

Harley S. 

Harley has been with Rockwest for 13 years now. He was chosen as client      
employee of the month because he is willing to try any job, has a great attitude 
and is always singing and smiling. He is also very observant when it comes to the 
other clients, keeping a watchful eye and helping to keep them safe. His favorite 
part about working here is the job, the staff and working on nuts and bolts. He 
likes to listen to CDs, watch T.V. comedies and walk around the Lancaster Mall. 
He was born in Los Angeles California, has lived in Anaheim and has 4 brothers. 
Good job Harley, you deserve it!   

Anniversaries 

Julie W. 9 years on September 1st      Starla H. 30 years on September 26th 

Juan C. 6 years on September 4th            Mark M. 13 years on September 28th 

Hollie R. 8 years on September 6th    Kris P. 4 years on September 28th 

Lindsay B. 3 years on September 13th    Tom S. 1 year on September 28th 

Kellea T. 23 years on September 14th 

Danelle O. 2 years on September 15th 

Sammi F. 2 years on September 15th 

Laura B. 1 year on September 17th 

LeAnna D. 2 years on September 19th 

Josie Y. 19 years on September 20th 

Keith W. 15 years on September 22nd 

Jennifer K. 11 years on September 25th 

Angelique G. 2 years on September 26th 

 



30 Years     
Of  

Dedicated Service                                             
  

 Thirty years ago this September 26th, a young lady came into Rockwest Training Company 
looking for employment. She had a secretarial background, and was hired to fill the position of  
receptionist/secretary. From there she moved into the Sewing Department in direct care. Rising 
quickly, she later earned the position of Administrative Assistant; and not long after, advanced to the 
position she holds today as Executive Director. That young lady was Starla Hirschkorn, and this 
month, we celebrate her, and all she has done for and accomplished here at Rockwest. 
 In a field where the average length of employment is between 3-5 years at any facility  
providing the services we offer here, 30 years is an incredible length of time. When asked what has 
kept her here though the years, Starla replied that it has been a great ride! That she has never had a 
job where you got hugs every day, had so many good times and laughs, and got to enjoy helping  
people so much! Every day is a new day, and there is never a dull moment. She sees the clients and 
staff here as part of her extended family, and wanted everyone to know how proud she is of how far 
we have all come together as a team. Many of the clients have been here for numerous years as well, 
and she also stated how memorable it has been to watch them learn, grow, and flourish.  
 She shared a memorable account of a gentlemen who was a client-employee here years ago. 
He came to Rockwest with no verbal communication at all. This young man was incredibly shy, and 
drawn inward, a loner of sorts. He stayed with us until his retirement; and lets just say that at his  
going away party, he was the life of the party! His whole personality had changed, he had flourished 
here, gaining the confidence needed to open up and share himself with all of us. Starla jokingly  
remembers that once he started talking, he didn’t stop! He became a social butterfly, and the increase 
in his self-esteem, and skill set was remarkable. The skills he learned here changed his life, and in the 
process, changed the face of Rockwest. As stated earlier, this gentlemen worked with us until his  
retirement, and is one of the reasons we began our Activities Program; so that clients who could no 
longer work on the Production floor had an alternative to still be involved. 
 That is just one of many changes Starla has enacted or been part of here as Executive  
Director. Through the years many things have changed , including tremendous growth in clientele 
and staffing. We also have a much stronger customer base, and offer more programs and services. 
She takes pride in the fact that when the recession had turned the economy upside down, we managed 
to stay afloat, and eventually flourish and become a much stronger company financially. During her 
years she has also overseen a major remodel, and received numerous grants to purchase vehicles and 
needed equipment.  
 Through the years she has taught staff here how to be a good role model for those we serve by 
setting an outstanding example. She has showed us how to genuinely care about people and how to 
make RTC a great experience for our clients. In the process of doing that, she has shown them that 
they are loved and cared for here, no matter what their disability is. They are the core of this  
company. 
  When asked what she attributed to her success here, Starla became solemn, and gracefully 
stated she owed everything she has achieved to the Lord, without whom none of this would have 
been possible.  
  When she was still a fairly new member of the staff here, a board member of 15+ years, Ron 
Leblanc, said after observing her, “Some day she is going to run this place.” And indeed she does.                           



Limited Edition Rockwest T-Shirts!  

On Sale Now! 

We have our new, client designed Rockwest Gear on sale now. 

Visit us in person, or on the web to order yours now before they’re all gone! 

Look for the Rockwest Sun “Thrashed” with Scattered Sun Design 

Prices are: $10.00 for Small to XL, $11.50 for 2XL, $11.75 for 3XL and $12.00 for 4XL 

4646 Ridge Dr. NE 

Salem, OR 97301 

Phone: 503-390-7355 

Fax: 503-390-2735 

E-mail: rockwest@rockwesttraining.com  

Supporting People With Disabilities = A Solid Community 


