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On Holy Ground is a play in two parts. It is a play about 
women, in the land of the Middle East, that not only exposes 
the depth of women in pain, but is at its core a play about 
mothers—each of a different kind. The two one-act plays 
include Daughter of My People and Jihad.

Daughter of My People examines the life of Henrietta 
Szold, the founder of Hadassah. This telling explores not 
only Henrietta’s founding of Hadassah, but her vision for the 
future of what was then Palestine. Daughter of My People 
is also the story of Henrietta as a woman - an older woman, 
deeply in love for the first time in her life, with a much 
younger man. This is her journey through the awakening 
of her womanhood and her womanliness in a time when 
women were not allowed to be productive parts of society.  

The second, Jihad, examines the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
from the stories of two mothers, one living in an Israeli 
settlement and the other in a Palestinian area. The play 
follows the two women’s perspectives on the same event—a 
suicide bombing in a Jerusalem bus station. This is set in 
present-day Middle East, a land where nothing changes yet 
nothing stays the same.

According to playwright Stephanie Liss, “The stories rise 
from the land… a land that never changes…a land that 
endures.  It is home to everyone and home to no one.  
This land has a life that is its own.  It calls questions and 
withholds answers.  It is its own mystery.”
 

Tuesday, May 20 - 7 pm
Wednesday, May 21 - 7 pm

All tickets $22  

A Review from LA Times 
of On Holy Ground:

In On Holy Ground, playwright Stephanie Liss 
addresses the Israeli/Palestinian conflict via two 
one-acts that present the perspectives of three 
women, a project that’s admirable and daunting 
in its directness. The first play, Daughter of My 
People, might be a counterpoint companion piece 
to My Name Is Rachel Corrie, humanizing a real-
life figure, Hadassah co-founder and Youth Aliyah 
heroine Henrietta Szold. 

Equal parts poetic elegy and biographical dialogue, 
Liss’ graceful albeit conventional script benefits 
immeasurably from the translucent Salome Jens, 
as ever an actress of rare emotional access, who 
embodies Szold with mercurial spirituality and 
profound honesty. After intermission comes Jihad, 
placing both sides of the divide unswervingly before 
us. Set in the settlement of Efrat, Liss’ scenario 
concerns two bereaved mothers of only daughters: 
Shula, a tensely serene Orthodox Jew, and Reim, a 
resolutely fanatical Muslim jihadist.  

The contrasts, and tacit similarities, could not be 
more vivid, which shores up the bluntly schematic 
structure while making the intersection of their 
losses doubly tragic. On Holy Ground is hardly 
the last word on a combustible topic, nor should it 
be, but its integrity and thought-provoking intent is 
wholly respectable. 

-- David C. Nichols, LA Times
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