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SGM 

The SGM was held during the afternoon of 

14th December and, in line with all the 

“bumf” circulated, took a different form 

from previous meetings. The formal part of 

the meeting whizzed by very rapidly with 

the zero increase in subscriptions etc. 

being approved unanimously by the 

members. Most of the meeting was taken 

up in answering members’ questions and 

providing further background on issues 

ranging from trial lessons to Farnborough 

airspace change proposals. It was a good-

natured affair with a really useful exchange 

of views. An informal straw poll vote at the 

end showed there was unanimous approval 

for the newly proposed single general 

meeting arrangement – i.e. do away with 

the SGM, have only one formal meeting a 

year in the form of an AGM but have an 

open information meeting at the end of the 

season just like this one. 

    

Nicked 

 

 
 

During the night before the SGM, thieves 

broke through the airfield hedge where 

SWAAPS (the old military aircraft) used to 

be and stole 168 sheets of plastic-coated 

steel cladding – destined to be used for the 

linear hangar doors. They hijacked the 

contractor’s fork lift truck to remove the 

sheets and then considerately left it on a 

concrete pan on the north side of The 

Avenue (see middle of picture). 

Fortunately, it’s not expected that this theft 

will disrupt the overall schedule. Handover 

of the completed linear hangar is still 

hoped to be achieved by the beginning of 

March. 

 

If anyone spotted anything suspicious that 

might be helpful, please do let either 

Werner, Zenon or Mike Clarke know. 

  

Wally Award 

Wally Kahn has been awarded the VGC 

Chairman’s cup for his “his lifetime 

contribution to the Gliding Community 

including the Vintage Glider Club.” Many 

congratulations to Wally.  Fascinatingly, I 

noted that, last year, the cup was won by a 

museum (at the Wasserkuppe)….  

 

Mike Gee Legacy 

The late Mike Gee, a much missed and Life 

Member of Lasham, touchingly bequeathed 

a sum of money to Lasham, to be used for 

the benefit of the club and its members. 

Naturally whatever was to be done with 

this, it should in some way act as a 

reminder of Mike and his family. So…. after 

much debate, the Committee voted 

unanimously for the Briefing Room that will 

be part of either a refurbished or rebuilt 

Brown Elephant to be created using this 

bequest and named the Mike Gee Briefing 

Room. 
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Christmas Bash 

 

 
 

 
 

Nearly 80 people turned up for the staff 

panto/Christmas dinner. They were 

entertained by some sterling (but not 

necessarily harmonious) “carols” from 

members of the staff.  Some are easily 

recognisable in the photos above … some 

not! After the dinner, when all those 

assembled were suitably “prepared”, there 

was an auction of Promises for the Youth 

fund.  Overall it raised in the region of 

£3,000. Thanks to all who donated and 

made purchases.  Thanks also to those 

who organised it (Dave Bowtell and his 

team, young and old) and also to Nigel 

Mallender for being the Auctioneer. 

 

K21 

After looking around for a second-hand 

K21 and realising what we would get for 

the money – they’re not cheap – it was 

decided that we would be better off buying 

a new one. Within about 5 minutes of the 

Committee voting for this, Colin Watt’s 

mobile went into overdrive as he started to 

send off SMSs to Schleicher’s agent.  

 

 

Launches – Beginning Of This Financial 

Year 

 

 
 

The new financial year started in November 

– so how has this year started? The answer 

is well. November was milder than last 

year and so we did more winch launches 

than in any of the previous nine years, 

save one. 

 

Single Seaters 

Over recent years we’ve made an effort to 

get the single-seater fleet into decent order 

– refinishing gliders, purchasing new 

trailers and good quality navigation 

instrumentation in the form of ClearNavs 

for the 3 Discuses.  In line with keeping up 

the standard of the club kit, it was decided 

to expend a further £12.5k on new varios, 

moving maps for the “Baby Grobs” and 

new radios for the 6 single seaters. 

 

Youth Members Going For It 

As an inspiration to us all, the young 

members of the club are not just sitting 

back and waiting for funds to roll in.  They 

are being proactive and generating their 

own income through trailer washing, cake 

making, photography and so on. Well 

done! 
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And Finally…. 

 

 
 

Finally, on behalf of the Committee and all 

of the staff, let me wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and an excellent flying season 

for next year with lots of memorable flights 

whether it be early solos or amazing cross-

countries. This is obviously the best club in 

the world. That’s an outstanding 

achievement brought about by everyone! 

You can make your own mind up about the 

club on the left…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With best wishes 

Colin Jackson 
Chairman

 


