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To Find Fabric and Patterns in this edition. 

 

Visit the Casual Elegance website … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

 

1. Click on Fabric or patterns. 

2.  Click on a Collection  

3.  Refer to general fabric and pattern categories listed for other products. 

 

 ALL pattern references are EXCUSIVELY Loes Hinse Design and Studio patterns. 
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Picture on cover is a butterfly bush with a real, live butterfly landing on it! 

Loes’ granddaughter took the picture! 

Continued in this edition are more of Loes’ creative ideas.  
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It’s been a long voyage up hills and down through valleys.         

 

                      FINALLY …  

 

        The ROCHELLE TWEAK is available! 

  

 

 

 

Go to the Casual Elegance website 

 

  Click on PATTERNS                                                   

  Click on PATTERN TWEAKS 

The Rochelle Tweak picture will appear.  

Click on PURCHASE  

 Proceed as with any other purchase 

     on the website.     

                                                     

After purchase, the document will be  

emailed to you as soon as possible. 

 

 REMEMBER—you must have the      

 original ROCHELLE TOP PATTERN   

 to use when incorporating the         

  Rochelle Tweak.     

 Pictures of actual construction as well 

as written instructions                            

will guide you through the sewing process. 
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There’s something about summer ….. 

 

 

Throughout the calendar year, I always find myself count-

ing the days until summer. Summer is a time that cele-

brates trees with green leaves, beautiful flowers, and per-

haps a tad slower lifestyle. It is a special time of year. I 

think we all have our favorite season. I have to say mine 

is definitely summer. 

   

Driving down the Esplanade, a beautiful, tree-lined thor-

oughfare in Chico, CA, where I live, I find myself frequently contemplating the trees. 

Now that it is summer, they are lush and green. I love to drive along taking in this 

beauty. But then I find myself imagining, almost trying to slow down time—the inevi-

table change of leaf color from lush green to beautiful shades of fall. Fall is beautiful, 

but in my mind—it is not summer! Then the temperature drops and signs of winter 

emerge — BARE trees!  Yes, there is a beauty in this bare leaf stage but in my mind, 

I can’t wait until February when trees start to blossom and soon after new green 

leaves appear. Yes, this happens earlier here than in some parts of the country. The 

starkness of bare trees has its own beauty. However, I do find myself imagining these 

same bare trees with leaves counting the days!  

  

Summer is here and time to enjoy its beauty. O.K. We won’t talk temperatures!  

 

With summer here,  you may feel the need to update your wardrobe with a couple 

new summer garments. There still is plenty of time to wear them!  Or maybe you 

want to think about clothes for cooler temps.  We have the fabric!  

 

  

In this issue, we are highlighting these fabrics. We, again, are including Loes’ most 

recent creative garments. Whether you need to update your wardrobe or refurbish 

your you sewing skills, we have something just for you!   

 

And take time to enjoy the beauty of summer! 
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In the last edition, we looked at some of Loes’ new garment creations with: 

  

* Curved hems 

       * Layered top 

  * Upgraded Cami 

       * Long dresses  

 

 

All of these garments continue to 

work for summer. 
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Now, Loes’ tops to wear when it is cooler inside or outside. 

   Bianca Top pattern with serged hem and sleeves 

 

How Loes makes her serged hems: 

 

Looks similar to a rolled edge hem                   

but not quite the same. 

   

*   Use 3 threads in serger. 

*   Right side up, serge around one time.   

*   Remove knife.        

*   Wrong side up, serge around again one or      

 two times. 
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Another hem option … a narrow 1/2” hem. 

416-6                     

White sweater knit 

Light weight            

Great for summer  

Love that new wider neckline?  

Keep reading on next page! 

 

 

216-12 

Black Light Weight 

Crochet Look Knit  

 

 

 

Or … choose any of knits for this top 

See page 10 
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How to make Loes’ wide neckline 

 

* Serge/stitch shoulder seams together. 

 

NOTE: Neckline must be stabilized. 

 

* With 5 thread serger, serge around entire neckline. 

* Or, stabilize however you choose. 

* Construct top per pattern instructions. 

* See page 6 for instructions on serging hems. 

 

Finished shoulder width is 2”. 

 

* Originally, Loes used a 1” finished width. All photos 

 have that shoulder width. 

* She has now increased finished width to 2” - hides bra 

 strap.   

* If you prefer, adjust shoulder width to your preference. 

 

2 1/2” 

3/4 “ 

FRONT 

 

 

*  On front pattern piece, 

 extend neckline to 

 measure 2 1/2” out    

 toward shoulder.  

*  Raise center front 3/4”. 

*  Redraw neckline. 

*  Without raising center 

 back, draw new back 

 neckline curving to the       

 2 1/2” new cutline. 
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A mid summer visit                  

to Loes’ store 

 

Black Bianca with wide neck 

Long white jersey skirt 

Black pants 

Scarves and a belt to change it up! 

 

 

Loes’ Scarves 

You will never go into Loes’ store and not see scarves! 

In previous editions of The Look, you have seen various lengths and widths of her 

scarves. Choose length and width that works best for you. 

 

Loes’ new option for finishing edges of scarves—same serging technique                      

as viewed on page 6. Serge as indicated around entire scarf.  

 

Bianca   

 * After making neckline     

  changes on pattern 

  (previous page),   

  cut out and construct  

  Bianca per pattern         

  instructions. 

Skirt  

  * White jersey (Any light 

  weight jersey works.)    

  * Skirt Trio Pattern, A-Line  

   View  (this one is  

   lengthened.   

Pants  

 * Black Microfiber (w/or    

  w/o stretch) or Black  

  Satin Back Rayon 

   * Ascona Pant Pattern or  

   your  choice 



 10 

 

We also saw this all white combo in Loes store! 

Wider neck Bianca 

 

New tank top/cami  

from last edition of 

The Look 

 

White pants. 

  

 

 

SUMMER        

PERFECTION!    
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See website. 

Other chiffon fabrics work. 

Light weight jersey knits work. 

 

Skirt Trio Pattern,                      

Loes Hinse Design, View A 

 

Construct skirt incorporating      

these changes: 

 

* Make new yolk pattern piece 2-3” 

 shorter in length than original.  

* Add the 2-3” cut off yolk to finished 

 skirt length.  (skirt bottom) 

* Cut out skirt incorporating changes. 

* Assemble skirt with these changes: 

* Gather skirt bottom onto yolk. Ig-

nore  pleats in pattern. 

NOTE:  P lace more gathers toward 

   center front and center back to 

   alleviate a too full hip.  

* Topstitch over stitches at yolk      

 bottom. (See photo) 

 

 

Chiffon skirt is great over leggings and long top. 

 

Loes’ newest skirt 

 

 

Palest Blue Rayon Chiffon. 
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Other knit options for our warm weather tops  

Tan Textured 

Open Weave 

Ivory Palest Peach 

Tan Textured  

Black Open        

Horizontal Texture 

Palest Tan Textured  

 

Ivory with slightest 

hint of pink  

White Textured 

White, Palest 

Gray w/               

Black Stripe 

 

Taupe Light Weight  

 

 

On our website: 

Go to Fabric 

Click on  

TEXTURED KNITS FOR 

WEARING NOW         

(not including jerseys) 

 



 13 

Black Rayon Jersey 

w/Lycra Mid 

Weight 

Black Rayon Jersey  

w/Lycra  Lighter 

Weight 

 

JERSEY KNITS 

Palest Pech Rayon 

Jersey w/Lycra 

 

Ivory/White Rayon 

Jersey w/Lycra 

 

 

White/White    

Rayon Jersey       

w/Lycra 

Red Rayon Jersey 

w/Lyra 

 

 

Another option 

for great  

warm weather tops 

 

All on our website 

Go to Fabric 

Click on Jersey Knits 
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We love it tunic length. 

 

 

 

         

   

  

 And did you know the Madagascar             

     makes a great dress?                         

     An easy summer update. 

 

 

 

How to make the                    

Madagascar Tank into a 

dress on next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want a great idea for                            

sprucing up’ your                                           

summer wardrobe?  

 

Take a look at the               

Madagascar Tank pattern! 

     

We love the Madagascar short. 

 

Pale Olive/Ivory 

Textured Cotton  

   Perfect for 

   this dress. 

Black Satin 

Backed Rayon 

   Makes a great 

black dress. 
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How to do it: 

 

*  Lengthen tunic length view. 

*  Make dress as long as you want. 

* Measure width at bottom of Tank 

 Dress in Tank Dress pattern.  

* Use that measurement to create 

 width at dress bottom. (Did not add to    

 center front or center back seams.) 

* Add 1/2” at hip on side seams. Taper 

 from hip to width at bottom. 

As easy as that! 

 

This is a ‘go to’ dress that can be changed 

over and over. Change jewelry, add scarf, add 

jacket or cardigan, or add different shoes—

higher heels to flats and anywhere in between.  

This dress can be VERY dressy. 

This dress can be VERY casual. 

 

Dress in picture is the Black Satin Backed  

Rayon on website and previous page. It is a 

mid-weight and not a rayon crepe. 

 

A tiny amount of shrinkage—not much! 

 

Another great fabric choice on  

previous page! 

 

A new basic black dress 
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If the long days of summer have you looking for something to do... 

  Something worthwhile … 

    Something to brush up on your sewing skills … 

  Here are a few of Loes’ techniques we have included in past  

    editions of our online seminars.   

 

1. Make a test pattern. Do NOT cut out your 

 size on original pattern. Once it is cut, you 

 have no reference if adjustments are      

 needed. 

  * Use tracing paper or light weight  

   interfacing. 

  * Place tracing paper on top of origin-

   al pattern smoothing out paper. 

  * Secure paper with weights.  

  

2. Transfer all markings. 

  * Using a marking pen, transfer all  

   pattern markings. For more    

   accuracy, Loes suggests using 

   dashes rather than a solid  

   line. 

  * Using a ruler, connect dashes  

   moving around entire pattern. 

 

3.  Don’t forget the selvage!  

  *  If curled, cut it off. 

   

 

 
4.  Tracing Loes Hinse STUDIO PATTERNS    

  * Trace as indicated above. 

  * OR lay the original pattern on top of interfacing (printed side down) and 

  press (no steam) the pattern. It duplicates itself onto the tracing paper. 
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Fabric Preparation 

Pretreating fabric 

 

We know, forever you have prewashed and dried ALL fabric after purchase. It is what we have 

always done. You want the fabric to shrink now, not later in a sewn garment. It is hard to 

break an old habit.  

One of the greatest problems concerning prewashing/drying is getting the fabric back on grain. 

Yes, some go through the laundry process with no problems of stretching or shrinking uneven-

ly, etc. 

How will you know?  Cut a scrap of fabric and trace around it on a piece of paper.  Put it in wa-

ter or even in the wash with other items. When this is done, we suggest attaching it to a larger 

piece of something so the swatch doesn’t get lost.  If desired, this step can be done first in 

cold water and then in hot. Each time trace around it. If you want to bypass the dryer, place 

the swatch in the microwave for a minute or two. Don’t put it in too long! If the fabric passes 

the test and doesn’t shrink or get twisted, or maybe you like the texture better after laundry, 

go ahead and launder it before cutting out the garment. 

If the swatch does indicate shrinking, add length to the pattern pieces. You can always cut off 

any excess. If shrinkage occurs in width, go up a size.  

The whole point of this is to maintain the integrity of the fabric. When cutting out fabric it 

MUST be on grain. If not, it will NEVER hang correctly. That is the bottom line. Very often it is 

almost impossible to get the laundered/dried fabric back to its original state. 

 

Establishing both horizontal and vertical grain lines 

       

      Horizontal 

 

The horizontal grain line is more visible. If fabric will tear, tear from 

selvage to selvage. This establishes the Horizontal Grain Line.  If 

tearing is not an option, pull a thread or two from selvage to sel-

vage. Carefully cut along this line. 

Shake fabric out. Then fold and smooth fabric aligning the horizon-

tal grain line with the bottom edge of a table.   

 

         Vertical 

The vertical line is less visable. Check to see how the fabric is wo-

ven. Often a vertical thread can be seen.  

With selvages together, fold fabric making sure the fold is on the 

vertical grain line. Line up fold with side edge of table pulling fab-

ric as needed and smoothing it out. 
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Attend a Loes Hinse Sewing Seminar in Carmel, CA.  

Remaining 2016 dates: 

Oct. 7-11 and 21-25 

2017 dates: 

March 3-7 and 24-28 

October 6-10 and 20-14 

©  2016    The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

Visiting Loes’ store in Carmel, CA, is always a treat. 

It isn’t just the clothing. 

All of the other objects artistically placed add to the atmosphere. 


