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E Love is a a disability awareness cloth-

ing line and marketing company found-

ed in 2007 by siblings Annie and Stevie 

Hopkins with the support of their family & 

friends. The company endeavors to educate 

society and empower those with disabilities 

by creating and marketing products and ser-

vices that embrace living life to the fullest, 

despite the obstacles. 

“When you’re a social entrepreneurial 

company especially in the disability world, 

everyone makes an assumption [that you’re a 

non-profit], but I don’t like to reinforce as-

sumptions,” said Stevie Hopkins, co-found-

er of 3E Love. “I’m 20 years old and this is 

my full time job. I work 12 hours a day. 

It has nothing to do with grants and non-

profits. So when people buy my stuff, it’s 

more like a statement that they’re proud 

of who they are and they’re proud of peo-

ple with disabilities or they love someone 

with a disability. It’s not about charity and 

pity and feeling sorry,” he said. 

The spark to this incredibly success-

ful company began in 2004 when Annie 

designed the “wheelchair heart symbol” 

for a dorm T-shirt while she and Stevie 

were still undergrads at the University of 

Illinois. When this emblem was first de-

signed, neither of them realized the pow-

er it would hold or the 

popularity it would 

have. She even went 

as far as to tattoo the 

symbol on her shoul-

der, inspiring many of 

her friends and family 

to do the same. 

“It’s about accepting 

who you are. I accept 

who I am and I have a 

disability and I love it. 

It’s almost like a cul-

tural symbol, so that’s 

why it’s taken off, 

because people don’t 

really relate to the tra-

ditional handicapped 

symbol because not 

everyone’s in a wheel 

chair, but they might have a disability and 

they’ve been stigmatized by that symbol,” 

Hopkins said. 

After completing her undergrad in com-

munity health, Annie went on to pursue 

a PhD in disability studies at the Univer-

sity of Illinois-Chicago. She had hoped to 

fulfill her calling in life as an advocate for 

social awereness. 

In 2007, while Annie was in school and 

while Stevie was working a full-time job 

with investments, they decided to take the 

next big step when they incorporated 3E 

Love, LLC. and copyrighted the symbol. 

They had hoped that, in the future, they 

would move in together and make their 

business a full-time job. 

But in January 2009, tragedy struck 

when Annie was hospitalized for a simple 

procedure. Complications led to her death 

from an infection at age 24.

In honor of his sister, Stevie has contin-

ued her dream and has not only kept the 

business alive - but flourishing.

“It’s grown so fast that we haven’t been 

able to control it. I’m really honored to be 

a part of this and it all started as something 

fun,” said Hopkins. “We’re not look-

ing for handouts. We’re just working our 

butts off and it’s been awesome so far. I’ve 

sold thousands of items all over the world 

and it’s been really successful. Making the 

wheel of the wheel chair a heart is more 

about who a person is than what they can 

do,” he said. 
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