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Welcome. The Kipepeo Designs 
brochure 2013 celebrates 
the power that our beautiful 
cards can have. Not only do 
they look and feel amazing, but 
each card actually saves lives. 
We are proud of the fact that 

we empower the women and their families with a regular 
salary going directly to Susan, Pauline and the other 23 
card makers. So what’s new this season? Chris Haughton, 

the acclaimed illustrator, has created 
some stunning new cards that cover most 
occasions. Rachel and Marcroy went out in 
January to teach the card makers how to 
screen print them. The paper is still of course 
hand made. We think you will love them.
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Magnificent 
Masai

Butterflies, dragonflies and ladybirds, all typical 
Kenyan insects, are delicately crafted using 
fabric and bead work to create these beautiful 
cards suitable for any occasion. Available in 
pink, blue and purple. The ladybird also comes 
in red if you want the authentic look.

Beautiful cards that change lives. Page 5
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Butterfly 
 Item 1.1

Dragonfly 
 Item 1.2

Ladybird
 Item 1.3

Travelling Masai - brown
Item 2.3

Masai couple - brown  
Item 2.5

This beautiful card range, launched 
last year, features the familiar 
Masai images in beautiful colours 
on a square card. The Masai 
tribes are nomadic herdsmen 
with a colourful and distinctive 
appearance. We can’t think of 
anyone who wouldn’t be thrilled to 
receive one!

‘Working here has really 
changed me a lot. I wish you 
could have seen me before 
and then see me now. There is 
a very big difference. I can pay 
school fees for my child. I can 
buy him clothes and food. Since 
I started working here it has 
really helped me so much and 
I can’t even tell someone, only 
God knows how much it has 
really changed my life.’ Pauline

beaded bugs
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Contains blank inserts for you  
to handwrite your message.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Masai family - brown  
Item 2.1
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In a dark place, Kipepeo is 
a beacon of light, life and 
energy. Every card purchased 
provides food, clothes, 
school, hope and love.



Out of 
Africa
Amongst our most 
popular cards, this 
range is made using 
traditional Kenyan 
materials and crafts.  
The carved motifs 
are made from bone, 
while the ostriches use 
bent wire.  Distinctively 
Kenyan and very stylish.

Unemployment is 40% in Kenya and jobs 
are hard to come by in Kibera. Kipepeo 
Designs offers work to 25 women.

Syprose worked 
doing jobs she 
didn’t like before 
she started at 
Kipepeo Designs, 
such as doing 
people’s washing. 
Now she is able 
to plan ahead 
and pay for the 
children to go 
to the school. 
Syprose has 
demonstrated 
her abilities as a 
leader and helps 
to coordinate the 
production of 
cards.

Masai

New baby
These cute, tiny feet 
made from silky 
material and finished 
with bead work 
and hand painting.  
They are perfect for 
welcoming a new 
arrival or marking a 
Christening.

Anyone who has 
travelled to Kenya 
will recognise the 
distinctive features of 
the Masai tribes. These 
cards have a quirky 
twist with the umbrella 
and the clothes 
carefully finished using 
beadwork. There are 
so many uses for these 
designs – some people 
have used the couple 
under the umbrella as 
an anniversary card!

Cut-out with beadwork
 Item 3.1

Under umbrella
 Item 3.2

New baby: blue 
 Item 4.2

Guinea fowl 
 Item 5.3

New baby: pink 
 Item 4.1

Ostrich - brown
 Item 5.1

Ostrich - white
 Item 5.2

Elephant 
 Item 5.5

New home
 Item 5.6

Giraffe 
 Item 5.4
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Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.
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Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.
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Kipepeo
Safari
Giraffes, guinea fowl and 
chickens feature on these 
delightful cards featuring 
screen prints and offcuts 
from Fanta and Coke 
bottle tops – perfect as 
birthday cards or maybe 
just to cheer someone up!Teatime

Brigitte, a mother of four, 
is very relieved to have an 
opportunity to feed her 
family through working at 
Kipepeo, having struggled 
for a long time. Her husband 
does casual labour, such as 
selling water around Kibera.

Who can resist our teatime treats?  
Send a friend a cupcake or a teapot to 
wish them a ‘happy Birthday’ or just to 
simply say ‘thank you’.

Cupcake ‘happy birthday’ 
 Item 6.2

Painted flower
 Item 6.5

Cupcake 
 Item 6.1

Teapot ‘thank you’ 
 Item 6.4

Teapot ‘happy birthday’
 Item 6.3
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Chicken
Item 7.3

Giraffe  
Item 7.1 

Giraffe screen print  
Item 7.2 

Guinea fowl
Item 7.4  

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Freedom to choose. Freedom 
to enjoy life. Freedom to plan.
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We were given the task of setting up a functional screen 
print studio in the enormous Kibera Slum in scorching 
hot Kenya. The conditions were far from ideal, with dusty 
streets, lack of clean running water, small workspace and 
many other variables that would make it difficult to print. 
However, with the determination and support of Rachel 
Baughen from Kipepeo Designs we managed to bring 
this idea to reality earlier this month.

The children’s book illustrator, Chris Haughton was asked 
by Rachel to add a new dimension to the Kipepeo card 
designs, who in turn referred People of Print to bring this 
idea to life. After numerous meetings and discussions of 
how this would work, the team set to achieve the task at 
hand. Chris created six new designs, and with the help of 
Peckham Print Studio and WPS we managed to get and 
prepare the necessary equipment for this venture.

Marcroy (screen printer) tells us his story 
‘Only those who have visited Kibera Slum will 
understand the complexity and severity of the 
environment and we had one week to reach our 
goal. We set up a mini print space in the office 
area of the building, then we selected two of 
the Kipepeo ladies, Millicent and Syprose. Their 
pure dedication made the teaching a joy, and 
they were so thankful to have  a new skill.  

These amazing  cards are now for sale in the 
UK, fairly traded, 100% handmade recycled 
paper,  printed in the slum with a hinge and 
piece of plywood. You cannot get any better! 
All of the proceeds go back to help the ladies 
of Kipepeo. Words simply cannot justify the 
reality of this place, so I urge you to buy a pack 
of greetings cards that tell a story and change 
people’s lives.’

This is our exciting new range for 2013 designed by Fairtrade 
Illustrator, Chris Haughton who has won awards internationally 
for his creative designs. Using bright, block colour Chris has 
captured the essence of Kenya and produced an invigorating 
and inspiring range. We do hope you are as excited about these 
as we are!  These cards are for all occasions. 

Card designed exclusively for Kipepeo Designs by:
Chris Haughton +447981705233 chrishaughton.com
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Birthday pink 
Item 15.1

Peacock 
Item 15.4

Birthday green 
Item 15.2 

Anniversary blue  
Item 15.3 

Bird in bush
Item 15.5  

Thank you
Item 15.6  
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The Chris Haughton range.
Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Each of our cards is handcrafted by Kipepeo women and 
each one brings life to them and their families.



Through Kipepeo Designs 
the women support 
themselves and their 
families, and learn about 
life skills. Equally important 
are the friendships, self-
worth and pride that 
come from being part of 
Kipepeo.

Kipepeo cards are 
handcrafted from recycled 
materials by women living 
in Kibera slum in Nairobi.

Rachel Baughen

Who are  
Kipepeo designs?

Welcome

I am delighted to introduce you to our range of 
handmade, recycled greetings cards made by women 
in Kibera, Nairobi. Little did I know when I first visited 
Kenya in 2003 just how involved I would become with 
a card making project in East Africa’s largest slum. 
In 2007 Kipepeo Designs was born. Since then I’ve 
been extremely privileged to see the project’s impact 
– transforming the lives of women, their families and 
friends. It’s amazing that such a tiny thing, just buying a 
few cards, can make such a huge difference.
I hope you enjoy browsing through our brochure and 
look forward to your order –it really can change lives!

Rachel Baughen 
UK Director Lenny Henry, Angela Rippon, Reggie Yates 
and Samantha Womack lived and worked in the slum for 
a week, as shown in ‘Famous, rich and in the slums’, a 
documentary recording their experiences.

Handmade 
The women make the paper and hand paint or 
sew on details of each design

HANDMADE 
The women make the paper and hand paint or 
sew on details of each design

NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
100% of the proceeds go back into the project

FAIRLY TRADED   
Kipepeo Designs is approved as an importer by 
the British Association for Fair Trade Shops.

UNIQUE 
Each card is different and bears the signature of 
the woman who crafted it

ECOLOGICALLY  
FRIENDLY
Made from recycled 
office waste paper 
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Wedding & anniversary cards

Our wedding and 
anniversary cards 
use silky fabric 
and beadwork to 
accentuate the cut-
out images. These 
beautifully made 
special cards are 
perfect for wedding 
and anniversary 
celebrations.

Tin can dudes

Who would have thought that the scrap ends 
from making bottle tops would end up on 
greetings cards? These attractive, unique 
cards are perfect for anyone keen to be green 
and have proved to be very popular.

Judith is originally 
from Kisumu and 
has been in Kibera 
for 12 years. She is 
one of six siblings 
but four have died, 
leaving Judith to 
look after four 
orphans. She says, 
‘Now I have a career, 
I am very very very 
happy.’Beautiful cards that change lives.Page 14 Page 15
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Boy: Fanta/Coke
Item 8.2

Brown
 Item 9.1

Girl: recycled tin
Item 8.3

White with purple beads 
 Item 9.2

One heart ‘with  love’  
Item 9.4

Boy: recycled tin
Item 8.4

One heart ‘happy  
anniversary’  Item 9.3

Two  hearts ‘happy  
anniversary’  Item 9.5

Two  hearts ‘with  love’ 
Item 9.6

Girl: Fanta/Coke
Item 8.1

As you choose 
beautiful cards women 
at Kipepeo Designs 
make decisions that 
benefit themselves and 
their families.

kipepeodesigns.co.uk
ORDER  NOW
ONLINE OR 
CALL US
07984 167717 
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Christian cards

This very popular card range includes Christian 
motifs of a cross and a dove in a variety of 
designs – perfect for Easter, Christenings or 
sending a special message to those you love.

Cards for the boys
These motifs are cut 
out of waste tin can 
sheet metal. Designs are 
available in Fanta, Coke 
or Africa’s famous Tusker 
Beer metal. Sometimes 
finding the ideal card for 
men and boys can be a 
challenge – here is the 
perfect solution!

Ebby  has spent 
the last 12 years 
in Kibera, and has 
three children 
aged under 14. 
With her husband 
out of work, 
she has found 
working at Kipepeo 
Designs has 
made a dramatic 
difference to her 
life. Ebby can now 
pay for food, school 
fees and rent - 
none of which were 
possible before she 
joined the project.Beautiful cards that change lives.Page 16 Page 17
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Car: Tusker 
 Item 10.2

Helicopter: Tusker 
Item 10.4

Dove: peace  
Item 11.2

Motorbike: Fanta/Coke 
item 10.5

Dove: thinking of you
Item 11.3

Guitar: Fanta/Coke 
Item 10.7

Silver beaded cross 
Item 11.5

Guitar: Tusker 
Item 10.8

Car: Fanta/Coke 
 Item 10.1

Helicopter: Fanta/Coke 
 Item 10.3

Motorbike: Tusker 
Item 10.6

Cross  ‘on your baptism day’
Item 11.4

As a Christian Trust belief is foundational to 
Kipepeo Designs. We recognise that every 
individual is a valuable person.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.
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Cards with a word

Psalm 121: 1-2 I lift up my eyes to 
the mountains— where does my help 
come from? My help comes from the 
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
Ephesians 1: 3 Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing 
in Christ.

Proverbs 3: 5-6 Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.
Numbers 6:24-26 “The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord turn his face toward you 
and give you peace.”
Romans 8: 38-39  For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.
Ecclesiastes 4:12
Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly broken.

Bone elephant 
 Item 14.7

Fanta car
 Item 14.5

Kitenge
Kitenge curl 
Item (12.5)

Kitenge bronze swirl 
Item (12.3) 

Kitenge silver swirl 
Item (12.7)

Kitenge bone brown/ 
white Item (12.1)

Seasonal
Easter 
Item 16.1

Mother’s day 
Item 16.2

Father’s day  
Item 16.3

Choosing our 
cards means the 
future is brighter 
for the women 
in Kibera.

Beautiful cards that change lives.
www.kipepeodesigns.co.uk or call us (+44) 07984 167717

Gift boxes

Butterfly 
 Item 14.2

Psalm 121: 1-2

Thinking of you
 Item 14.6

Romans 8: 38-39

Cupcake 
 Item 14.3

Ephesians 1: 3

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Giraffe
Item 14.1

Proverbs 3: 5-6 Numbers 6: 24-26

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

Contains blank inserts for you 
to handwrite your message.

For those important occasions 
in the year we have the cards. 
Keep an eye on our website 
for others in this range

If you would like a Bible verse printed in  
your card – these are for you.

Kitenge is a traditional 
Kenyan material. Cards 
feature the material 
with component 
African design.

We are delighted that our new gift boxes are 
now available, featuring a selection of our 
square cards. Choose from either the Chris 
Haughton range, Kipepeo Safari or Magnificent 
Masai. There are six cards in each box. Smartly 
packaged, with a hand-tied ribbon, a box makes 
a great gift - though you might just decide to 
keep it for yourself!

kipepeodesigns.co.uk
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Wedding card: brown
Item 14.8

Ecclesiastes 4: 12
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