
 

Are you successful? 
 
 
     Success….what a topic.  What constitutes a successful life?  Defining it is one thing.  
Achieving it is quite another.  Why are there those who reach great heights of 
accomplishment and masses who never do?  If you were to do a scientific evaluation of a 
successful person, what would you see?  
       It is almost a proverb it is so common.  People going to seminars, getting all fired up 
on the latest tool….the latest magic wand.  They buy all the stuff and they take it home.  
For the most part, the new content makes little change in their success picture.  It must be 
the content.  It did not work for them.  Similar to blaming a putter for not hitting the ball 
in the hole, blame is put on the message or the messenger.   No matter the content or the 
messenger that delivers it, success seems to allude most.  It is a disturbing reality.  The 
concept of Deliberate Success puts the responsibility of success square on each of our 
shoulders.  Hard questions are asked and answered.  When necessary, major remodeling 
of the mind takes place.  As a builder, I look at the components of success as the 
foundation of a building.  Only with a proper foundation can we build a significant 
structure.  I see people every day attempting to add weight on to a foundation that cannot 
handle it.  If you were to interview the most successful people, you would see that their 
foundations all look pretty similar.  Let’s ask the hard questions and take a look at your 
foundation.  It seems pointless to bring on the lumber of new knowledge without a 
foundation that can handle its weight.   
     First and foremost, successful people take responsibility for their thoughts, actions, 
and lives.  There is no finger pointing, there is no expectation of free lunch.  They realize 
that for the most part life is fair.  You get the success you deserve.  They have a clear 
picture of what they want.  They have seen it, smelled it, touched it and tasted it.  They 
have been there before they are there and have declared their arrival before they have 
arrived.  Like a craftsman builder, they will work until it is done.  Like a pilot, anything 
short of landing safely at the destination is not an option.   
     Successful people have taken charge of the “itty bitty shitty committee”.  The voice in 
their head serves them.  If it sends a message that has not been sent through the adult 
agreement committee, it is quickly rebuked and redirected.  High achievers are aware of 
this voice and make sure it is a voice of encouragement and advocacy.  They choose 
influences, surroundings, and inputs that are consistent with the desired declarations.   
     High climbers listen more than they talk.  They ask questions.  They assume nothing.  
They treat every man and woman as their equal.  Everyone they meet seems taller for the 
encounter.  They give people their full attention.  Compassion is a strong suit.  Like a 
flute in a crowd, their perspective of the human struggle draws people.  Sincerity is their 
skin in the game.  People draw near because of the way this one soul makes them feel 
about themselves.  
      
 
 



    
 
 
   High flyers are finishers.  They go the distance.  You can count on them.  Persistence is 
a badge of pride.  The battle in the arena is the reason to awake.  The challenge is 
wonderfully overwhelming.  Each moment is noticed and logged in.  There is no wasted 
time.  If you will waste a minute you will waste a year.  This is the banner of urgency.  
  
       Can you picture the person who lives this way?  Who has purpose and drive and 
enthusiasm?  One whose resolve is untrammeled?  Who lifts all those around them?   
If this is not you then I hope you ask the hard questions.  I hope you listen to the 
messages that the “shitty committee” is declaring to you.  Do you agree?  So many of 
these declarations are made before we had any say in the matter and they have gone 
unchallenged and accepted as truth ever since the initial seed was planted.  Do you know 
what you want?  Have you visualized it?  I believe that you need to say you are there 
before you are there in order to get there.  Are you controlling your influences?  It is 
equally important what you do not do as what you actually do.  Staying away from 
“assholeness” is key to “filling the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds of distance 
run.”  Thoreau says it another way….”to put to route all that is not life…”  Sometimes 
the best encounter you make is the one you choose not to make. Are you living with drive 
and purpose and urgency?  If not, I would go back to the ultimate question….Who are 
you, and why aren’t you?   
 
     I am committed to the thought that knowledge and content added to a weak foundation 
will produce little to no results.  I am in the getting results business.  I want to make 
every step I take count.  As such, I am committed to the whole person.  Most days I 
declare myself a travel agent, simply one who gets people from where they are to where 
they want to go.  I have found that getting people where they want to go is more than just 
giving them new tools and seasoned knowledge.  It needs to be set on a foundation of 
possibility, commitment, focus, drive, and responsibility of self.  From here we will 
boldly step beyond our comfort zone, and with keen awareness, we will construct a value 
proposition for what we want in this life  and we will get it.  Others will join in our play 
not out of intimidation or manipulation but willingly because of the value they place on 
our courage, sincerity, and creativity of vision.  We will bring others along in our 
success.  Having our foundation set firm in principles of Deliberate Success allows us 
then to Reach for the Returns we desire in this life.  
 
     Until we meet face to face,  
Living Deliberately,  
 
Greg Pinneo 
Reach Returns    


